
Water vole Arvicola terrcstris 

Widely distributed Ihrnuglioul England but a national survey in 19x9- 1990 showcd the species to have 
declined s igni l icdy in recent decades. i t  remains widcsprcad hut patchily distributed aid recent local 
survcys suggest that a rapid declinc i s  coriliiiuiiig Tlic told English population i s  about 752,000 individuals 
(RBM). 

Habitat requirements 

Legal protection and listing 

Not lcgally protected 
R A P  short list 
English Nalurc Spccm Recovery Prograrnane 

R A P  lead partners 

WK watcr vole steering group 

Natural areas prioritisation rationale 

Priorities were derived from thosc given in English Nature's Species Actiorr Plan mapped onto updated 
natural area houndarics. Esscnlially, llic spccics is considered to have a high conservation priority rn the 
south-caslcm hall" of England and llic Peak District. Further work is required to identify remaining strong 
populations atid lu~lurc conscrvahm work i s  likely to require actiw to Improve riparian habitats and reverse 
habitat iragmcntalion. As tlic spccics oc~urs  tliroughout England, all natural areas have been categorised. 

Peiiiiine Dales Fringe h W  

I 6 Vale of York imd Mowbrny Mcdiiun 
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Code Natural area Priority 

17 North York Moors ruid Hills M edi iiin 

Urban Mcrscv Basirr 

28 Potteries and Chumet Vallcy Medium 1 
29 South West Peak High 

30 Whitc Pciik Hieh 

45 Kockirigiiain Forest High 

46 lBrcckl:u~d High - 
47 North Norl'olk High 

48 The Brorrds HiRh 

49 Suffolk Coast :md Heaths High 
I I 

5 0 East Angliall Plain High 

51 East Anclian Chalk Hieh 

5 3 Bedfordshire Greensimd Ridge High 
I I 

54 Y;udley-Mrhittlewolod Ridge High 

55 Colswolds Hi& 

I 56 I Severn ;md Avon Vales I Medium 

58 Clmi :md North West Herefordshire Hills Mcdiurn 
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68 North KCIM Plain High 

69 North Downs Hi& 

I 80 ii South Wcssex Downs 
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Arvicola terrestris 

Medium priority 

Low priority 



Dormouse Muscardinus avcllanarius 

Status 

Widcly but uncvcnly distributcd xross  southern Et-tglmd, with irnporlanl isolated populalions in the a i o r h  
The species has conwactcd significantly in range this century . lt i.s gcncrally confined to wootlland, with a 
strong bias towarrls ancient woodland. Thc total Hnglish population is about 465,000 individuals CRBM). 

Habitat re y ui rein ents 

A strictly woodlatld spccies. requiring a high diversity of ~ c c s  and shrubs in a matrix 01 acrid pathways. 
Highest dcrisilics o ~ u r  in large ancient wnodlaids, though i t  also uses coppice, lrclpYarrtcd wood1;uirf :lud 
hcdgcrows. 

Legal protection and listing 

Wildlife 6L Courwysidc Act Sclicclulc 5 
Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.> Rcgulaticais Sclrcdulc 2 
Biodivcrsity Action Plm short list 
English Naturc Spccics Rccnvcry Progratrmrnc 

R A P  Lead Partners 

English Nature arid Tlic Wildlilc Trusts 

Natirral areas prioritisation rationale 

Prioritics were derived from those given in English Naturc’s Spccics Action PXm mappcd onto updakd 
natural area houndarim md rntdifrcrl by lhc rcsulls oIEriglisli Nature’s Grcak Nut Hunt arid ollicr ~OIIKKNISC 

rccords. High priority natural xcas arc considered to he ilic core distribution of the dormouse, hut with 
spccial attention to siriall arid vulncrahle populaiions 111 the north. Medium priority natural arew horder the 
xriairi rrislribution. Natural areas containing only reintroduccd populations have currrcntiy hcen classified xs 
low priority, as gcnerdly only a single population is present, ancl some potential reintroduction areas have 
not yet been classified. 

Code Natural area Priority 

4 North Pcnnincs Hich 

I 0 I Cumbria Fclls and Dales I High I 
27 Mosscs xid Mcrcs Mcdium 

32 Shcrwoorf LOW 

33 Trent Vailcv and Rises LOW 

44 Midhid Clay Pastures MCdiUlll 

45 Kockinghan Foresi Medium - 
5 0 East Auclian Plain Medium 

SS I Cotswolds I High I 
56 Scvcrn atid Avon Vales High 

57 Malvcm Hills ru1d Ternc Vallcv Hidi 
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Central Herefordshirc 

65 Chilterns High 

7 . ..... .. .~ 

75, Berkshire U J ~  Mxlborough Downs Mcd i LUKY 

x I) South Wessex Downs High 

81 Dorsei Hcalhs Hlrlx 

Xh Mid Soxnerscl Hills High 

87 Exmoor arid the Qi.i:uitocks PIigli 
... 

8') Blackdowns High 

90 DWUJ Redlands High 

91 South Devon High 

9 2 Dartmoor High 

93 The C1zlm High 

95 Cornish Killas and Grmitcs Xigh 
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M uscard in us avellanarius 

High priority 

Medium priority 

Low priority 
U 



Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus 

Tlic imst common hail spccics, occurring throughout fingland cxccpi in upland areas. Highest rknsitres 
prohahly OCLW in lowland rivcr vallcys. The total English population i s  csiixxiatcd to hc 1,250J)OO individuals 
(RBM). 

Habitat reyuireinents 

Pipistreiles roost either in buildings or lrcc cavities. They exploit a wide range of habitat typcs, wlicrcvcr 
Ilymg insects c m  hc hml in slicltcrctl situations, though the hrghest derisitics arc ;tssocia~cd with poiids :incl 
rivers. 

Legal protection and listing 

Wildlife & Ccruntrysidc Act Sdicdulc 5 
Biodiversity Action Plan short list 

13 A 1’ Lead J’artners 

The Bat Conservation Txusl 

Natural areas prioritisation rationale 

Data from English Naturc’s BATDATA database, which contains lrccords of scvcrd flilnusand roosts. 

The pipistrellc occurs Ihroughout England ;md i s  able to exploit a wide rangc of habitats. This rnakcs it 
difficult to draw up area-hascd prioritics ior conservation action. In this case, naturaQ areas hwve been 
prioritised on the basis nf dcrisity of records. This is clearly biassed towards areas with dense hurnan 
popuiations ;is l l ie majority of rccords conic froin Iiouscs. In practice, prioritisation is unlikely to dictate the 
deployment of conservation funding as conscrvation is lau-gcly citlicr tlwough roost protection (via hat 
enquiries) o r  through gcncral lanclscqx irnprovcmcinl I‘undcd through ELMS. 
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Code Natural area Priority 

67 Grcarcr ?Iliurrcs Estu;lry Hieh 

x Yorkshire Dales 

9 kicn Valley LOW 

12 Forest of Bowl arid EOW 

I 17 I Nnrtli York Moors ;uid Hills I Low 

18 Vale cif Pickering Low 

19 Yorkshire Wol ds Low 

21 Humbe Estuwv LOW 

I Wrhari Mcrscy Basin I Low 1 
2 0 South Wcst PC<& Low 

30 White Patk I,OW 

I Low 

42 Shropshire H il Is LOW 

44 Midlaid Clay Pastures Low 

53 Bedfordshirc Grccnsarid Ridcc LOW 



70 Bcrkskire ;uid Marlhorough Downs Low 

82 Isles of PortY;mtf ;uid Purbeck LOW 

84 Meiitlir, Hills LOW 

B Low 

5 I Norlhiirrrbria Co:i1 Measures 

3 2 Sherwood Medium 

3% Lincolnshire ,and Rullatid Linicstoric Mcdiiuri 

I Mdium 

46 Breck? and Mcdiiun 1 
47 North Norfolk Medium 

49 Suffolk C:o;Ist iiilli 1Ic;itlls Medium 

52 West AngliLui Pl:tin Medium 

SX Cluri :md Norill West Herefordslrlre Hills Mediiirn 

59 Central Here fordsh ire Niediirm 

62 I Bristol, Avon Valleys ,uid Kidjics 

63 '1Ii:urics :uid Avorr V:tlcs Mcdiurri 

71 Rornricy Marsl1cs Medium 

74 SOlIlh Downs Mcdillnl 
___. 

75 South Coast Plain and H:rmpshire Lowlands Medium 
I I 

8 0 South Wessex Downs Medium 

XY Dorset Heaths Me(flui1r 

83 I Wessex Vales I Medium 1 
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3 0 



Pip ist re I I us pip ist re1 I u s 

High priority 

Medium priority 

LOW priority 



Brown hare Lepus europaeus 

Status 

The hrown harc has undergone ;I Yorrg slow decline this cenrury, flmugli numbcrs may now have stahlhserf 117 

some arew. It is widciy distrihutcd, wiu1 highcst densities in the open arahlc 1andsc:ipcs of castcm England. 
The total English population is cstirriatcd 10 he 570,000 individuals (KBM). 

Habitat preferences 

Occurs  xriairily in opcn landscapes, though will also use wnnds for shcltcr and I‘ccding. A clmactcrislic 
spccics of arahlc latitl, (Iiougli it probably needs more 1;mdscapc diversity than niodcrri fanning syslciris 
providc. 

Legal protection and listing 

Not spcciially protcckrl, tliough sale is reslricted at certain times 
BAR short list 

BAP Lead Partners 

Game Conservancy, Mammal Society 

Natural areas prioritisation rationale 

Data li.0111 Wic national hare survey and the Came Cons~rval~~y’s gamc bag dalahssc. 
Tlic brown hare t ~ u r s  in almost all natural areas, though with a strong bias towards wahlc hd -chscs .  T h C  

national survcy l0urid lhd :dmost one fifth of the population was found in just 3 counties (Catnhridgeshire, 
Norfolk ruid Sullklk). Natural ; w a s  in cast,ern England that are prechninmtly arable are therefore a high 
priority [or Illis spccies, with adjacent ones being of‘ medium priority. Hare nurnhers are lower in westem 
Eiigluid and these arcas are considered to he a low priority. though here the possibility of increasing h x c  
iiurrihers tlirougli habif.;it, manipulation is probahly higher. 
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Code 1 Natural area I Priority 

Soiillicni M:ignesi;rli Limestone 

29 I South West Peak I Low 

3 3 Trcnt Vallcy md Riscs Medium 

14 North Lincolnshire Covers:tnds aid Clay Valcs High 

3s Lincolnshire Wolds High 

I Low 

II Low 

43 Midlands Plakau Low 

44 Midland Clay Pastures High 

I High 

47 North Norfolk High 

4% The Broads Mcdiizrn 

49 I Suffolk Coast and Healhs 

5 0 Easl Anglian Plain High 

51 East Anglim Chnlk Low 

52 Wcst Anghm Plain High 

li Low 

55 I Colswoids I Medirrm 1 
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76 Isle of Wight L l W  

77 Ncw Forcsl Low 
- 

79 Berkshire and Mrirlborough Downs Medium 

8 0 South wcsscx Downs Lr>W 

XI  Dorscl IIe:tths I A W  

I x2 I Isles o f  Portl;mti ruid Purbcck 

x3 Wessex V;tles LOW 

84 Mcndip Hills LOW 

85 Somcrsct Lcvcls and Moors L ) W  

X6 I Mid Somerset Hills I Low 

9 3 ‘nlc Cullrl Low 

94 Budinin Moor Low 

I Low 

9 6 West Pcllwilll LOW 

97 Thc Lizard LOW 
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Lepus europaeus 

High priority 

Medium priority 

t-1 LOW priority 
U 
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IKarbastelle Barbastella barbastellus 

Statlls 

A rare species which i s  apparently dislrihulcd widely hut thinly across southern England, though with oiic 
post-19hO rccnrd in Yorkdiirc. Only a single vrratemity sites rs known. The Bat Conservation Trust recently 
:Lsscinblcd 337 records h r  this species, including 77 from h e  19th ccntury. 

Habitat requirements 

Altliougli tlicrc wc Icw data, the harbastelle appears to hc most commonly associalcd witli dcciduous 
woodlru~I ;trid hats l i ~ c  hcen observed hunting over water. Many records comc Irom undcrgn)und 
Ilihcniation siics, tliou@;h it seems likely that thc hats only cnlct such sites during paricuYayly ~ o L d  wcatYicr mtP. 

so are 1101 highly ckpendent on them 

Legal protection and listing 

Wildlife & CouiiQside Act Schecluk 5 
Conservation (Natural Habitats Ktc.) Regdations Schedule 2 
Biodivcrsity Action Plan rniddk list 
English Nature SpcGics Recovery Progrmme 

HAI’ Lead Partners 

Not yet appointed. 

Natural areas prioritisation rationale 

Data wcrc obtaincd from the Bat Conscrvalioii Trust rcvicw nfihc status of this species. Although rcccirds 
arc vcry scaltcrcd, Ihcrc appear to hc tlircc triain xc;ts with an accuniulaiinn of rccords over a long period. 
These ;uc iii nordi Norfolk, parts of’ Hereford, Worccstcr and Gloucestcrshire a i d  south Devon. Tlic o d y  
known hrmling site fdls into the northern E&l Anglia area, where the distribution of records wincidcs quitc 
closely with ttie Norih Norfolk naiurd arm. l’he natural af.eas with a high concentration tri‘ records are given 
:I liigli priority ;uid Iliosc will1 ;I lower co~icciitralinii arc givciv ~ncdiurn pmricy, 

I 47 1 North Norfolk I High I 

fib Scvcrn atid Avon Valcs High 

91 South Dcvorr High 

53 Ucdhrdshirc Grccnsand Ridgc Medium 
I I 

76 Islc of Wight Metfiutn 
x 0 South Wessex Downs Mcdi im 

xx  Medium 
I 
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Barbastella barbastellus 

High priority 

Medium priority 

Low priority 



Hechstein’s bat Myotis bechstcini 

A vcry rare spccics with a lirniletl distribution, 1hough rcccmt records lrrorn dhc New Forest and south-east 
Englwd suggcsl that it m y  hc morc widely distrihuted than fotmcrly supposcd. A single hreedirig site IS 
known (in tlic New Forest). Tlic Bat Conscwation Trust recently mcmhled 13X rccords for this spc~ics, 
including 7 lrorn hcforc 1905. 

Hahitat preferences 

Bechsleiii’s hat is gcncrally associatctl with large areas of‘ lnaiure deciduous woodlan-md, HiidiwiduaJs ;ire 

occasionally founct hihemating in underground sites. 

Legal prntertirtii and listing 

Wildlifc 8L Countryside Act Schcdulc 5 
Conscrvatioii (Natural llahitats &c.) Regulations Schedule 2 
Hiodiversity Action Plan middle list 
English Nature Species Recovery Programme 

H A P  Lead Partners 

Not yce appointed 

Natiiral areas prioritisation rationale 

Data wcrc ohtiaincd from the Bat Conservation Trust review 0 1  h e  status ol‘ Uiis spccics mnd reccnt records 
from ihc New Forest and south-el-lst Engli-md. Tlie oiily hiown hrccdiiig sitc ldls into the New Forest riatural 
asea. The natural areas with a high concciiir:ition of records arc givcri a high priority rind diose with a Iower 
~onccntsation arc givcn tncdiunn priority. 

Code Nat,ural area I’riority 

69 North Downs High 

76 lisle of‘ Wight High 

17 New Forest ]High 

86 Mid Sunicrsct Hills High 

62 Bristol, Avwi Vailcys and Ridges Hifill 

56 Severn ;rnti Avon V:ilcs Metli1LI-n 



Myotis bechsteini 

High priority 

Medium priority 

Low priority 
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Natterjack toad Bufo calarnitle 

Status 

Natioidly Ltircaecncd ;md rcstricierl to ahout 45 sites in Ertgland. Scotland and Wales TXK ~pccics has 
sullcrcd a drmatic reduction in rmge during the 20th Century duc to habitat loss, chmgc ira ~adilstinal 
rrtariagcmcnt and loss aid darnage to breeding pools (notably Uimugln reduced watcr tables and acciiliikatllnon). 
Approximately 95% of the GB population is in England. 

Habitat requirements 

Requires shallow, ideally ephe~~icrd, hreeding pools. Tcrreslrial Piahitats nccd In hc opcn, allowing for open 
areas for f d i n g  with ;if1 ahsetlcc of dcrisc covcr (cg. scrub) wllich providc refuges arcas lor Uic corripctitivcly 
superior common mphihims. Thcsc habitats include sand duiics with shallow slacks, dry heath luid arid 
graxing marsh with a good seepage of fresh water. A colony has recently been found at a Fell site. 

J,egal protection and listing 

Wildlife & Countryside Act 19 X 1 ScXicdulc 5 
Bcria Conventicrn Appendix I I  
Habitats & Species Directive A91nex RV 
Coiiscrvation (Natural Hahitats & c.) Regulatioris Sclicdulc 2 
Biodivcrsity Action Plan shorl l i s t  
English Nature Species Ikcovery Progr;unmc 

HAI’ lead partners 

I-lerpetological Conservation Trust 

Natural areas prioritisation rationale 

l‘he areas with the largest populations have been listed a High priority since the greatest proportion of tllc 
national population is found there and because these are the areas that should have the most consenratiorr 
attention. Smaller populations have been listed as Medium priority, altliougli their maintenancc is i~riporlmt. 
Natural Areas with re-introduction potential, ilrougli with varying rlegrccs o T  practicality (and pnssihly 
desirability), havc hccn listcd as L,ow priority, cxccpt liir oiic rwcntly extinct silc whcrc Ihc prinrily is 
Medium, 

Code Natural area I’riority Rationale 

3 Solway Basin High Nativc populiitioiis at coastal sites (x-rcl to NA 
120) 

1 0  Ciimhri;r Fells ;iiid D:ilcs High Sin& isolated population known: orhers may exist 

1 1  West Cumbria Comtd Plain High Important native popu1;itions ;it co;istal sites (x-rci 
0 0  N A  119) 

26 Urb:ur Mersey U:tsin High Important pupulations 011 coastal dulles: re- 
introduction / habitat restoralion 10 rcslorc range 
(x-ref to NA 117) 

34 Lincoliisliirt: Clay Vdcs LOW Kcirrtroduction potential at hcalhlmd site 

3 4 I Low Introduction polcritial to heathland silc 
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35 I Lincolnshire Wolds 

40 I Suffolk Coast and H c a h  

5 3 Bedfordshire Greensaid Ridge 

London Basin 

1 iigh Onc n:itivc plus ~anslocatcd ~io~)ul:i~ions 
cst ahl ishcd : potcn t i a1 for further tr:msl ocii t ion. 

77 I New Forcst 

Medium 

Medium 

~- 

Low poiciitial for rc-rntroducrion to rnland and 
coasial sites (x-ref to NA 37) 

LOW 

Sc)iz~c potential for tratisloc:ition to ;i few sites 
noi;ihlv on coast (x-ref NA 1071. 

109 1 Solent arld Poolc Bay 

E Iigh Irnportmt populations on coastal dunes; re- 
int.rotiuction / h;ihit:it rcstor:ition to rcslorc rangc 
(x-rcf to NA 26) 

1 17 L,ivcrpool Bay 

11 X I Morewnhe Biiy 
ricarhy) (x-rcf to NA 13) 
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Bufo calamita 
... , . . , . . ...,. , ,. . , I 

High priority 

Medium priority 

Low priority 

, .. .. . ... -. ...... . . -I--- ~ ...... ., . .. I . . . ... - ., , 
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