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NATURAL ARISA 21 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
LINCOLNSHIRE CLAY VALES SIGNIFICANCE : S O M E  

General ornithological character: A natural :wa of rather liinitcd orrnlhologrcd interest, hut with soinc semi-natural 
hubitat< remaining, nurably deciduous woods and heathland. Conifer plantations have been establishcd on much of the 
sandy arcas but healhhlard spccies including Nightjar still occur on the remaining open heath and along ndcs and clear 
fells in the plantations. 'The cxknsive open xcas of heather and brxkcn at Kirkby Moor also attract wintering Hen 
i farrier. Tlic remaining xcas of ileciduoiis woodland suppnrr the typical species. 

Internationally important species 

EN high priority Lisr 1 Lisr 2 

Other notahle species 

'Core Area' species 

Extinct/vcry rare breeding species 

Grey I ' x ~ d p e  
Lapwing 
Golden Plover 
Barn Owl 

Rrccdiiig Snipe. Kingfishcr. C~JUI  Bunting, Nightingale. Wintering Hen Hm-ic 

Nightjar, Wnodlruk, Hobby, Kcdst<art. 

Kev bird habitats 

Species specific action 

Additional rnonitorinz required 

Lowland heath, conifer plantations, semi-natural woods, l';lrrnland. 

Encourage appropriate rnanagcment of conifer plantations and rcmaining opt 
heathland for breeding Nightjar. 

I 
Key issues: 

I) Op~~iir'ltirut~cs for hshrtat (re-)creation on fLmiland. 

Lack of  appropnxte iuanagcmcnt of cxislitifi scnii-natural habitats. 

Key objectives: 

I , Maintain prcserir ;LTC;I c i f  hcatlilanct h o u g h  appropfiate inanagemrnt including thc removal of scrub and invading 
trccs. Whcrc possitdc. irictca~sc wca of ticnrhland using land prcsentiy plantcd with conifers or :irable crops. 



11 NATURAL AREA 22 : I ORNITHOLOGICAL II 
LINCOLNSHIRE WOLUS SIGNIFICANCE : SOME 

General ornithoieical character: This natural area consists largely of ch,& ,and sandstone hill-lmd. much above 
4110 f c e ~  which is intensively farmed. The majority of the hird interest ccntrcs c m  thc remaining arcs. of rough 
grassland, which s u p p r t  a few pairs of Barn Owl, uid broad-leaf woods, most of which are small. The area's arable 
fields supporT the typical s p i e s  and rcrnain a stronghold fur the Corn Bunting. 

Internationally iiriportant species 

EN high priority List 1 List 2 

Grcy Pxtridgc 
Lapwing 
Goldcn Plover 

Clther notable species Brccding Ruzzwuri, Turtle Dove, Kingfisher, Nightingale, Tree Sparrow. Corn 
Bunting, Linnet. 

'Core Area' species 

Extinct/very rare lireeding species 

Key hird habitats 

Quail, Lapwing, Snipe, Ram Owl. 

Semi-natural woods. nertnarient oasture, arable farmland. 

Species specific action Encourage the crcation of rough grass strips for hunting Barn Owls; provide 
ncst boxcs as appropriate. 

I Additional monitoring required I 
Key issues: 

Opportunities for habitat (re-)creation on tarinland, 

Pressure for land usc change o n  remaining semi-natural habitats. 

Lack cif appropriate manngcmcnt of  existing semi-natural habitats. 0 

Key objectives: 

1. Maintan  and. wherc appropriatc, 1nc'ie:iie iiic,i of perm:tnenl, rough gras\lnnd with the apprcrpnate rnanagenicnt. 

2. Manage remaining ccmi-natural wnnds to  m:unt:un and, where appropnate, enhance their trreeding hird 
~l0~"'lntlons. 
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NATURAL A R M  23 : 
LINCOLNSHIRE MARSH AN11 CXAST SIGNIFICANCE I NOTA MLE 

ORNI TIJOLCI GICA I, 

( h ~ e r a l  oi-nithological character: .I‘his n:rtural xrea fortneriy contarned rnuch iidatld marshhid.  which 1s now 
drained and inknsivcly cultivated Rcniauirng semi-natural habjtats include a few srrmil wcrodlands, scattered 
permanent pasturc,arid sand dunes containing freshwater marsh and scrub. Xn winter, the permanent pasturc (,and sonic 
nrahlc) supp(irts lnrge nutribers (11’ Golderr F’lover rmd the damp arcx  near the coast attract Curlew and a few Hcwick’s 
Swari. Clay :ind brick pits tie:ic the coast, espcclaily :it Earton. provide some of the most important bird habitats 111 the 
county. They support wintering wildfowl, inclurling Pochard and hreeding spccies such LS Reed Warhlcr :ind Rearded 
Tit. The ircsctvoir :it Cove-.harii : i h  altracts signiflcnnt numhcrs  of wintcrinfi wildfowl. Pink-footed Cccse from thc 
Hurnhci- tlock iced on arahle land. 

rnternationallv important sprries 

EN high priority 

Wintering X)~rtk-footcd Guosc, Twite 

List I Lisi 2 

Grey I:’xt*idge Golden Plover 
Curlcw Barn Owl 

Other- notahie species Brcedirig Kcllstlank. Snipe, Turtle Lhve. Kingfishcr. Ycllow Wagtail, 
Niphtingaic, Lesser Whitethroat, Sedge Warhler, Reed Warbler. Linnet, Col-rz 
Bunting. (Smail numtxrs of wintering Rewick’s Swan, Hen Hnrrier, Mcrlin, 
F’cregnnc and Short-cared Owl.) 

Additional rnonitorinf; required I 

L ‘  Lore Area’ species 

Extinct/very rare breeding species 

Key bird liabitats 

Species specific action 

Key issues: 

Hittern, Marsh Hamer, Montagu’s H ~ k r ,  Sp)Itcd Crnke, Ruff, Curlew. 

Pcrrriarrent pastuurc. s:ind dunes with scrub. flooded clay and brick pits, 
farinland. 

@ Opportunities J’or habitat (i-c-)crcatm im fhriiiland. 

Changing n:i\urc o r  semi-natural habit;its near CXJLS~ ns n result of rclativc sea level rise ancl assirciatcd sea defence 
work. 



NATURAL AREA 24 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
MIDDLE ENGLAND SIGNIFICANCE : NOTABLE 

General ornithological character: Most of the ornithological interest of this large natural area is confined to the 
remnants of once extensive scmi-natural habitats, principally wet meadows and woods. and the newly created flooded 
gravel pit complexes and reservoirs. These are set in an intensively-farmed landscape which supports thc typical range 
of common farmland hirds, 

Internationailv irnnortant smcies I 
HN high priority LiSl 1 

Gadwall 
Pochard 
Nightjar 

LiSl 2 

Lapwing 
Golden Plover 
Grey Partridgc 
Barn Owl 
Wigcon 
Teal 
S hoveler 

Other notable species Breeding Hobby, Little Rlnged Plover. Snipe, Redshank. Kingfisher, Yellow 
Wagtail, Lcsscr Spotted Woodpecker, Nightingale, R c d s t a  Whitcthrnat 
Hawfinch, Corn Hunting. 

'Core Area' species I Gadwall (hreedinp), Yellow Wagtail. 
I 

Extinrtivery rare breeding species 

Key bird habitats Flooded gravel pits and rcscrvoirs, wct meadows, semi-natural woods, 

Buzzard. Kingcd Plover, Curlew, Oystercatcher. 

farmland. 

Species specific action 

Additional monitoring required I 
Key issues: 

Hydrological threats and a lack o f  management of remaining wet meadows. 

Prcssure for land-use change cin rernruning scrni-natural hahitats, cspccially gravel extraction in river valeys. 

Kccrcationd disturbanw to breeding and non-hrccding birds on reservoirs and gravel pits. 

C)ppoizunities for habitat (re-)crcatinn on farmland. 

1. Maintain and. where :ippropnak, rcstnrc traditional tnanageriient to wet rneadows. Rc-crcatc kcshwater hahitats 
on river floodplains. pnrticikuly wet gr:issland. 

2 .  Manage serni-natural woods to maintain and, where appropriate, enh'mce their hrccding bird ppulations (cg 
restoration c r f  coppicing arid ridc mnnngcnient and maintenance of old/dead wood fcaturcs). 

3. Expand :irea and, whcrc possible, link existing semi-natural hahitak (cspccially fragrncntcd grnsslnnds). 

4.  Ensurc habitat Creation plans for disused p a v d  pits arc appropriate (ie favour marginal hahitats. such as recdbeds 
;id wet grassland 3s OppOScd to ticcp. opcn water). Ensure such aflcr-usc plans form p x t  crf crmsents for future 
mineral extraciiiin. 



NATURAL AREA 25 : 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE UPLANDS 

ORNITHOLOGICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE : SOME 

Shoveler 

Internationally important species 

T:,N high priority LlSl I L l S l  2 

CI ad w ;ill Wigcnn 
Teal 

'Core Area' species 

Kxtinctherv rare breeding species 

Additional monitoring required 

Ruuu-d ,  Hobby, Curlew. 

Key issues: 

0 t'ressure for I:irict-usc change atid :i lack uf rnanagcrrlerlt of rcinninirig scini-natural hahitnts. 

0 Continued agricultural intensification. 

0 Opportunities for hahitat (rc-)crealion o n  farrrhnd.  

Kev bird habitats 

Saecirs saecific action 

I 

Wet meadows, rcsei-vom, semi-natixal woods, farmland. 



NATURAL AREA 26 : 
BEDFORDSHIRE GREENSAND SIGNIFICANCE : SOME 

0 RNITHOLOGICAL 

(General ornithological character: This nirrow ridgc of higher land i s  well-wooded in comparison to the sur~ounding 
countryside and supports a range of common woodland birds, surnc of  which are not present elsewhere in 
Rcdt‘ordshire. The woods are set in an intensively-fmcd landscape which supports the typical farmland species. 
There rue also a number of flooded sand and gravel pits and a few remnants of lowland heath which add to thc rather 
liinitcd ornithological richness of this natural are:& although thc latter <are too smdl  and too isolated t o  support the 
typical heathland avifauna. 

Internationally important species 

EN high priority L l S t  I Lisi 2 

Night.; aI 

I 

Other notable species Rrccding Redstart I-fol?by, Snipe, Lesser Spitted Woodpcckcr, Nightingale, 
Hawfinch (breeding Teal, Shoveler, Pochard). Coinmon species such as 
Woodcock, Tree Pipit and Nuthatch we present here but rarely clsewhere in 
the county. 

(Lady Arnhert’s Phellsant ~ introduced species!) ‘Core Area’ species 

Extincthry rare breeding species Puchard, Barn Owl. 
I 

Key bird habitats 

Species specifEc action 

Semi-natural woods, farmland, flooded sand and gravel pits. 

Encourage creation of uncuitivated grass margins to provide hunting habitat 
for Barn Owls, with provision of nest boxes as appropriatc. 

Additional monitoring required 

~~ 

Key issues: 

Pressure [or development (urbiul, industrial, roads ctc) on existing semi-natural habitats. 

Lack of manageivent OK inappropriate management of semi-natural wooJs. 

- ~ 

Key objectives: 

I .  Mlllnt:Jn and, whcrc appropriate, enhance populntions of woodland Irirds by ericouraging sympathctic managcmcnt 
(cg restoration (if coppicing and ride tnnnnpernent. xnd rnnintcnancc of old/dcad wood features). 

2.  Expand the area nnd, where possible, link existing semi-natural woods by taking advantilgc of  opportunities to 

plant new wrrodlancts intensivcly-inanaEed fnsmland. Ensure thcsc arc managed to hcnefit a rmge of wood lx~d  
hi rd s. 

3 .  Ensure oonsents for new s:md and gravel extraction include aftcr-usc plans that contain appropriate habitat 
creat 10 I1 . 



- 
NATURAL AREA 27: ORNITHOLOGICAL 
FENLAND SIGNIFICANCE : O UTSTANDING 

(;enerai ornltliological chararter: Presently a I~i-ge, f l a t  x c a  ot' intensively-managed agricultural land, almost all of 
which is cultivated, supporting a range of ionitiion nnd less coinmm breeding and non-brccding birds closely 
associated with farmland. The presence of internatiorirdlv irnportant numbers of  wintering wildfowl i s  dependcnt on 
two large washlands (the Ouse nnd Nene Washcs, in :iddition to the snialler C m  Washes), which also support a 
number uf rare breeding birds. The area is also heavily influenced hy i ts proximity to the W;uh. Although vcry few 
rcninnnts o f  thc formerly more extensive Fenland habitats now exist,  there IS great potential for re-creating the true 
c h x x t c r  of this natural area. 

Internationally important species Wintering Rewick's Swan, Whuopcr Swan, Wigeon. Gaclwdt, Teal, P in td .  
Shovelcr. 

List I 

Rewick's .(;w;in Marsh H;uncr 

Poch ard Rlxk-t:iiled Godwit 
Montagu's F h x r  Golden Oriole 

G <ugancy R U 17 

List 2 

Whooper Swan Shovclcr 
Pink-footeti Goose Grey Partridge 
Wigcon Lapwing 

Golden Plover Teal 
Pintail Rarn Owl 

Other nritablr species Breeding Kcdshrtnk, Little Ringed IJlover, Snipe. Kingfisher. Ycilow Wagtail 
Reed Warbler, Corn Bunting, 'I*rce S p m o w .  Linnet, 

'Core Arm'  spwics Rewrck's Swan, Whoopci- Swan, Wigcon, Pintail, Shoveler. I'ochml, 
Montagu's Harrier. B m  Owl. Gcilden Oriole, Garganey, Marsh Harrier, 
Corn Runting,  Black-tailed Godwit, Grey Heron, Yellow Wagtiul. 

Hittern. Rluck Ttrrn, Montagu 's  IHwrier, G ~ g a n c y ,  Ruff, B1:wk-tailed Gridwit. 
Golden Clriolc. Ringed I'lover. Spotted Cr&. 

Washlands/wct meadows, farmland, swamp/fen/carr. 

I .  
2.  Encorirage creation cif uncultivated grass mugins to provide hunting 

3. 

1Sxtinctivery rare breeding species 

Key bird habitats 

Species specific action Ensure contmucd warrlening ol' twniers breeding on  arable land. 

habitat for H n m  Owls, with provision of nest boxcs as appruprialc. 
Iinplctncnt (k ldcn  Oriole Action Plan. 

Adtlitlonal monitoring required 

Key issiws: 

I-iydrological in:in:igenient o f  wctlarids. 

Crcatioii (if Fenland liahitnt< on f:uniland 

Spec-ies protcciion :ind rn:inagcment lLr Iare hrccdcrs. 

I:c-)ntinued dcclincs of fxr111:ind spccics. 

Key ol),jrctives: 

1 . Mnirit:un and, where piussihlc, i nc rcxe  populations vi' r;uc breeding biriiu within the natural i uc ;~  by impkrnetltirrg 
the qy)ropi-iate hahitat based and spcics"spcclfic management. 

2. h4nintain and, whett. possitblc, irnprtnvt the tl1nrt:ljicmcnt of rctnnarit scrni-nalural Ilalritnts :md man-madc 
wnshl:incls, to hcnefrt [heir key hii-d spccics. 

Crcatc hiiliitais that wcrc iiir-rnerly ch;u-actc'ristic of Ferhnd (;iwarnp/fcn/wct p':iss"land) (111 fxr111;uid of  Il)w 
existing wiidliIc nitercst. 

Scck to ICVCI-sc the dcclines i n  kcy larmlnnd hird spe:cics liy cncouragrnl; sympathetic tnanagcment of ufricullural 
I and. 

3 .  

4 



NATURAL AREA 28 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
EAST ANGIAIAN SOUTHERN CHALK SIGNIFICANCE’ : SOME 

General nrnithological character: This naturaf area compnses the north-castern end of thc Chillcm Hills which 
decrease in altitude towards the north east. Only the remn‘mts of  formerly more extensive broadleaved woodland and 
unirnproved grassland remain; the area is now dominated by intensively managed agricultural land, mainly arahie, of 
limited ornitholngical importance. A few pars of Stone Curlew still breed o n  arable farmland whcre sufficient bare 
ground remains by April-May. 

Internationally important species 

EN high priority List 1 Lisf 2 

Grey Par!xidgc 
Golden Plover 
Lapwing 

Other notable species Rreedrng Hnhky, Kmgfisher, Lesser Spotted Woodpcckcr, Ycllow Wagtail, 
Whitethroat Tree Sparrow, Corn Bunting. 

“Core Area’ species 

Extinctlvery rare breeding species Ouail, Barn Owl, Stone Cnrlcw, Wheatear, Woodlark. 

I Key bird habitats I Deciduous woodland. farmland. I 
Species specific action Maintain and rncrcasc the breeding Stone Curlew population with the 

appropriatc spccics protection and habitat inanagemcnt measures. 

I Additional monitoring required 1 

Key ihssues: 

Loss of  semi-natural deciduous woodland. 

L a s  of unimproved chalk gr:issland through oncrtiachrncnt of scrub. 

Keg CJ i>,j l?C t i  VeS: 

1 . 

2. 

blaintain :ind rnnnage approprintcly remaining arcas of (leciduous wood1,md and uriirnprovcd chalk gtass1:md. 

Improve opportunities for range cif farmliind l i d s  by encouraging use of appropriate sct-asidc options (cg crciiling 
conditions suitable for colcinization by breeding Stone Curlew). 



r 
NATURAL AREA 29 1 ORNITHOLOGICAL 
RKECKLAND SlGNIFICANCE : OUTSTANDING 

(irneral ornithological character: 'i'his natural area supports a unique suite of dry grass hcath splcies. dcpcndent un 
:I shrirt vegetation and bare ground. many of which are hecoining increasingly dependent on artificial habitak that 
mimic: their heeding rcqulremcnts (ie sugar Iwet/lcmor fields for Stone Curlew and ridcs/clear-fells/replants in wnifcr 
forests lor Nightjar and Woodlark). Although only a f k t i o n  of thc  formerly extcnsive semi-natural kiabitats remain, 
there is grciit potential for re,.crcating the kuc chnracker o f  this natural arcn. 

Internationally important species 

f:N high priority 

Other notable species 

'CCJI-~ Area' species 

Extirictivery rare breeding species 

Key bird habitats 

Species specific action 

Additiiinal monitoring required 

Lisi I 

Gadwall 
Stone Curlew 
Nightjar 
Woodlark 

List 2 

Hen Harricr (winrenng) 
Grey Partridge 

Curlew 
Barn Owl 
Goshawk 

Ringed Pluvcr 

Breeding Liltle Ringed Plover. Stonechat, Whinchat, Wheatear (Crosshill), 

Stone C:uriew, Woocll;*rk, I 3 x n  Owl, Nightjar, Grey IJarlridge, Gadwail. 

Red-backed Shrike and mlny of the high priority spectes listed ahrovc. (Great 
Rust:ud, Kcd Kite) 

Dry grass heath, clcar fclled ;md replanted conifer plantations and their rides, 
arable fields. 

Urgent mplementation uf action plans for Stone Curlew, Nightjar and 
Wood lark, 

Ringed Plover, Curlew. (Maintain ongoing work on Stone Curlew, Woodlark, 
Nightj:u and Harrier rrwstc.) 

I, 

1) 

Lrick nf nppruprratc tnnnagement on traditional dry heath sites, surne o f  which is now hcmg :id&iressed. 

Highly fraprientcd nature u f  exisling semi-natural h:ibitats, and the need for habitat (re-)crcation t.o reversc this. 

hluch o l  bird iritcrcsl cuiretltly using wht~ily artificid h:ihitaLs (sujiar tiecl fields and forest cie~-.-fells/~eplants), 
;illhough the numbers o f  key spccics nesting on diy heathland has increased in rcccnt ye;as. 

Origoing implctnerltntitin of Brecklmd ESA. 

Key thjectives: 

1. liuease populatiot-rs t ~ f  thc key breeding slxcies wilhin the natural arm, alsu incrcasin,g the numhcr O f  sc~ l i -  
ri;iruriil silcs that u c  occupicd. 

S i  tcs occupied by high pricirity tirecdci-s shc~uld prcfcrnbly he within :ue:is of scrni-natural habitat. The proportinn 
c ~ f  key spccies nesting within such habitats should, therefore, be progressively incrcnscd hy a cornhination of 
irriprovcci tniuiagcrncnt o f  c x d n g  sites and h:ibitat (rc-)crentionircsloration. 

Maximise hcnciit ttr rare hrccding birds c i f  the Rrcckland ESA iuid ensure that agricultur:il schcmcs (CF set-aside) 
x c  dcsigncd t o  crihancc [he cirnitliologrc:i1 intcrcst of' the mtural area. 

7 .  

7. 



11 NATURAL AREA 30 : II ! ORNITHOLOGICAL 
NORTH NORFOLK ] SIGNIFICANCE : NOTABLE 

Ikneral ornithological character: A dispersed suitc of species typical cif arable farmland, with occasional islands of 
penter ornithological intcrcst providcd by fragmcntcd remnants of lowland heath. 

internationally important speries Wintellrig I’ink-footcd Goose. 

EN high priority LlSl I r,ist 2 

Nightjar I’ink-footed Gooce 
WOOdlXk Grey Parhidgc 

Goldcn Plover 
Lapwing 
Barn Owl 

Other notable species Brcedmg Corn BuntinE, Linnet, Tree Sparrow, Whitzlhrodt, Lesser Whitethroat. 

I ‘core Area’ snecies I Grcv Partridee. Ram Owl. Pink-footed Goose. 

Extinct/very rare breeding species 

Key bird habitats 

Stone Curlew, Buzzard, Woodlark, Honey Buzzard. 

Arabic farmland, lowland heath. 

I Species specific action I Trnplcment Stone Curlew and Woodlark Action Plans. I 
Additional ntonitoring required Annual C C I I ~ I I S  rcqriired for Nightjar and Woodlark. 

Key issues: 

[ntensilicntinn of f-artning practices. 

Persecution of raptors. 

I1rrcir management or highly fragmentcd nature o f  ‘rough’ ground and heaths. @ 

Key objectives: 

1. 

2. 

3 .  

Kcvorsc stccp dowrlward trends in Imopulations size O K  key farmlmd species. 

Tncreasc area of Iciwiand hcath supporting Nightjar and Wrrodlxk. 

Manage x l i : i s  to encowagc Stone Curlcw. Lapwing and other species to breed again in good numhers, 



NATURAL AREA 31 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
BROAIIIANII SIGNIFICANCE : CI UTSTANIIING 

General ornithological character: A natural ;irc:i id nutstuiutding orniiholoptcd interest, con taknp  extensive tracts of 
two oi‘ England’s most irnnortmt bird hiihitnts; rccdbeds and lowland wet grassland. Broadland i s  a core area for 
several vulnerable species. I*he open broads therrrseives mntribiite to the nvcrall ornithological richness of  the  area by 
supporting large numbers o f  wintering waterbirds. 

Intcrnationailv important species 

EN higli priority 

Other notable species 

‘Core Area’ species 

Species specific attiun 

Additional monlloring required 

Wintering Bcwick’s Swan. Wigeon. Gadwall, Shoveler. 

Lisi I List 2 

B i ttcrn X’0GhUu.J 

Rewick’s Swan Marsh I-lanier 
Rean Goosc Cetti’s Warbler 
Gadwall Savi’s W:ublcr 
Garpaney Rcardcd Tit 

Whooper Swan 
Wigeon 
Ted 
S hoveler 
Goldcn Plover 
Lapwing 
H u n  Owl 

Rreedinp: Snipe. Kcdshmk,  Common ‘I’crn, Kingfisher. Ycllow W:igtatl, Sedge 
Wnsbler, Kccd Wubler, Cram (Winter roosts lor Hen H:tnicr and Merlin, and 
important Iwpulniion irf wintering Ruff). 

Savi’s Warbler, Bciudccl Tit, Rittem. f3cnti Girose, Gxgariey, Pochnrd, Cr;me, 
Marsh Hxricr. Cctti’s Warbler, Shoveler. 

I3itterri. Marsh Hxner ,  Savi’s .W.lrbler. 

Reecthccls, stillwaters (open Rrods ) ,  grazinE: tnush/wet iiieadows. 

Seek tn incrensc the  rinmlxr of breeding Bitterns through the appropriate 
management of large existing reedbcds, particululy those occupicd hy 
winteiing birds. 

Periodic hreetling censuscs of  l ~ i s d c d  tits. 

2. Mniritain nnd. whcre possihlc, cni1:lncc thc mnn:igcincnt cif existing reccihcds to hencfit rceilhed birds 

4, Maintun :md. wticrc prssit,ie, cnh;uice the mannperlzent of cx is t ing lowland wct gmsslanJ. Kc-create new ;iJc;is, 

extending or linking exis t ing si ies ;IS appropriate. 

5. Work with others to itnprovc water quality of stillwalcr wetlands. 



NATURAL AREA 32 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
SUFFOLK COAST 8r HEATHS SIGNIFICANCE : CONSIDERABLE 

General ornithological character: This natural ixca IS characterised by many fragments of lowland heath 
intcrsvrsed by more extensive areas o f  intensively managcd farmland and commercial forestry. Whilst stiinc (of thc 
larger heathland islands rctain some bird species typical of lowland heath, incost are now too small, and a large 
proportion of the ppulations o f  Nightjar and Woodlark now rcsidc in clear-felled/re-stocked conifer plantations. 
SkJne Curlew, once characteristic of the area, are all but cxtinct. Woods and unirnproved grasslands, x well as newly 
created flooded gravel pits add tu thc ornithological interest o f  the area. Together with the adjaccnr maritime natural 
area. h18, these form one of  the most cirnithoiogicaliy rich arcas cif England. 

I 

Knternationally important species 

EN high priority List I List 2 

I 
Nightjar 
Woodlark 

Grey Partridge 
Lapwing 

Other notahle species Rreedmp Hubhy, Snipe, Redshank, Stonechat, Whinchat, Kectstart, L e s w  
Spottcd Woodpecker. Nightingale, 

'Core Area' species WnnJluk, Nrchtrar 
I 

Extinctivery rare breeding species Stone Curlew, Whinchal Stonechat Firecrest. 

Key bird habitats 

Species specific action 

Lowland hcath, farmland, forestry plantations, scmi-natural woods. 

Encourage return of hrceding Stone Curlew with the appropriate management. 
Undertake nest protection should Stonc Curlcws return. 

Additional monitoring required - 

Key issues: 

Lick of management of existing hcathlxid fragmcnb and a lnck of incentives far heathhnd (re-)creation to link 
:hem up. 

kcssure for land-use change on ail semi-natural habitats. 

Increasing recreational pressures on  luwland heath. 

Ongoing implementation of the Suffolk River Vallcys ESA and thc CSS on heathland sites. 

Kev (JhjeCtiVW: 

I .  Xfaintain and, where possible, restore traditicrnal management to existing fragincnts of  lowland hcath. 

Kestore or re-create lowland heath hahitats on farinlantfiforestry trf  low existing wildlife interest. Where possible, 
expand or link up cxisting heathland frngments. 

LiGntain, enhance or witore :tctivc nianagcrncnt on other remaining scrni-natural habitats. 

E x u r c  hrcslry phntations arc rnanagcd in n. manner syrnpathctic to Nightjar, Woodlark and other important hircl 
,cecies. 

~u:nximise Ixneflts to hreeding hircls (:if thc Sulf'olk liivcr V:illcys ESA. 

2 .  

3. 

4. 

5. 



NATURAL AREA 33 : ORNlTHOLOGICAL 
EAST ANGLIAN PLAINS SIGNIFICANCE : SOME 

-1 

(;eneral ornithological character: Art intensively-riinnajie~ agricultural landscape supporting 3 riinge uf cotnrnoti 
birds typical of lowland farmland. Much of the ornithological interest of' this natural area reflects the occurrence uf 
islnnds of rcmnant semi-nat::.ral haihitats, principally woods and wet mwdows, arid reservoirs. 

tlnternationally important species 

GN high priority Lisl i 

Wintering Tcal, Shoveler. 

Poch 3rd 

I I 

I 
Lisl 2 

Wigeon 
Tcal 
Shovelcr 
Grey Partridge 
Lapwing 
Goldcn I'lover 
Barn Owl 

Other nolahle species 

'Core Area' species 

Extinrtivrrv rare breeding species 

Key bird habitats 

Breerling Redshank, Snipe, Nightingalc. Whitethroat, Linnet- Tree Sparrow. 

Ringed I'lover. 

Wet nicadows. reseiwirs, semi-natural woods, farmland, 

Species specific action 

Additional monitoring required 
I 

Key issues: 

Lack of or inapprripriatc management of existing semi-natural h a I xtats. 

0 1'rrssiire foi- InnJ-usc change un rcmaining semi-nerural habitats. I 
9 

Hahitat creation on fmnl:uici. 

Recreational disturbance to hreeding and non-breeding birds o n  gravel pits :uid reservoirs. 

Ongoing iinptcmentation of Suffolk River V:illeys and Broads ESAs. 

Key objectives: 

I . Maintain and, whcrc ;ippropri:ite, cnhance/restcirc lraditiorial rnanagcmcnt t o  existing scm-n:iturai h:tbilats. 

Re-creak Ircshwnter tiahitnts. Ixirticuluirly wct rneaduws. 
h ahi tilts 

2. Whcrc possible. expand or link existing wet land 

3 .  Ensurc habitat cre;iIim phiis for disused y"'ivc1 pits we nppropri:ite. Ensurc s u d i  after-usc plrrns are included in 
the consents for new niitier.:il cxtsadioii site.;. 

4. Maximisc Ixiiefits of  Suffolk Kivcr V:illeys and Hrnads ESAs to tirccding and  wirttering birds. whcrc thcy enter 
the natural arcrt. 
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NATURAL AREA 34 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
CHILTERNS SIGNIFICANCE : SOME 

General ornithological character: A miisaic 01. bird habitats consisting of fragmented chak  grassland with 
associated mixed scrub, semi-natural woodlands and intensively managed farmland supporting a small number of 
farmland species. 

Xnternationallv imnortant snecies I Rreectmr ~ e d  ~ i t e  ( g ~ o b a ~ v  threatenet 

EN high priority Lisl I List 2 

Golden Plover 
Lapwing 
Crcy Partridge 
B , m  Owl 

Other notahle species Hreeding Lusscr Spotted Woodpcckcr, Nightingale, Rcdstmt, Lesser 
Whitethroat. Whitethroat, Linnet, Hawfinch, Turtle Dove 

‘Core Area’ species Ked Kite (rccen tl y re-in trod uccd) 

1Sxtincth-y rare breeding species I Stone Curlew, Wheatear, Buzzard. Firccrcst 

Key bird habitats 

Snecies snecific action 

Chalk grassland and associated scrub, serni-natural woods 

Red Kite: continued involvement in reintroduction nroiect. 

Additional monitoring required I 

Key iswes: 

I) h c k  of  grazing on existing semi-natural firasslands, 

0 

Pcriodic ‘scrub hadling’ causing local dcclincs in scrub hrccding bird populations. 

Dcleriorallon/sltnplification of habitat slructurc of semi-natural woodlands. 

Intensification of  farming practices causing declines of farmland hirds. 

Key oh,jectivcs: 

1. M,ulage open chalk grassland to enhance its ornithological interest (eg creating arcas of harc stony ground in 
association with short iurf to cnciiuragc ihc rctiirn OF hrccding Stonc Curlcw). such that this does not conflict with 
thc widcr naturc conscrvation interest o f  sites (rarc plants and invertebratcs etc). 

2.  Muiagc grassland scml-, and woodland to maintain and, where appropriate, cnhance thcir hreeriing bird 
populations (eg rotational scrub rrranngernent and rcstoration o f  cnppicing), 

3. Expand the arca and, whcrc possible, link r c m n a n k  cif  sciiii-natural habitats (pxticulxiy grassland) along the 
cscqmenl .  



NATURAL AREA 35 : 
OXIWRD CLAY VALES SIGNIFICANCE : S O M E  

OR NITUOLCI CICA L 

fknerai ornithological character: An arc3 uf intcns~vciy-rnanarrli farmland hut with a large numhcr o f  remnant 
semi-natural wriods and a growing nctwork of  inan-rnade wctlands inclucling the Cutswold Water Pxk.  prohahly the 
liugcst complex rrf flooded gravel pits in the country. Thcrc cue also a small nuiiihcr o f  fragmentcd wet meadow 

trnbitals in  the Upper Thames Vdlcy and i t s  tributaries. 

I liiternationai~v imnortant socries I I 
EN high prioritv 

Giildcn Plover Curlew 

Grey Parbidgc T e d  

Other notable species Rrccdirig Snipc, Kcdshank, Kingfisher. Yellow Wagtail, Scdgc Wnrtrlcr, 
Little Ringed Plover. Lcsscr S p t t e d  Woodpeckcr. Nightingale, Kcdstalt. 

ich, Hobby. (Also breeding Ringed \'lover.) (Wintering Tufted 

'Core Area' snecies 
I I 

Itxtinrt/very rare breeding speries 

Key h i i d  habitats Scnii-nntural woods. I-cscrvoirs nnti flooded gravel pits, wct mcatlows, 

Nightjar, Red Kitc, I'ochard (breeding), Ringed Plover. 

fasrnland. 

Species specific action 

Additional monitoring required 



NATURAL AREA 36 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
OXFORD HEIGHTS SIGNIFICANCE : SOME 

A 

. .. . . . 

General ornithological chsracter: This natural area consisis of a narrow, well-wooded limestone ridge of rather 
limitcd ornithological intcrcst rising out of the Oxford Clay Vales. ( M y  a fcw fragmcntT o f  the once more extensive 
limestone grassland and wood pasturc still rcrnain, The succession from these more open habitats to woodland and 
scrub has meant the loss of several key spccics which favour open habitats, such as Nightjar and Woodlark. The 
natural area does, however, support a rich assemblage of breeding birds associated with lowland deciduous woodland 
and scruh. 

internationally important zpecies I 
EN high priority List 2 

Grey I’artsidge 
Lapwing 

Other notable species Rrccdrng Hobby, Lesscr Spotted Woodpecker, Whitethroat. 

‘Core Area’ species I 
I 

Extinctlvery rare hreeding species 

Keg bird habitats 

Species specific action 

Nightjar, Woodlark, Buzzard. Ran Owl. 

Semi-nrttural woods and woud pasture/parkland, soils, caicueous grassland. 

Additional monitoring required 

Key issues: 

0 Loss of limestone grassland and wood pasture to scrub and woodland. 

Key objectives: 

I .  Maintaiidrcstorc tsnditionnl rirunagemcnt to remaining Iimcslone grassland and wood pasture. 

Manage soruh to henefit hrceding birds, cg favouring rotational managctncnt rather than periodic ‘scruh hashing’. 2. 



NATURAL AREA 37 : 
WESSEX DOWNS SIGNIF’ICA NCE : SOME 

0 KNITHO LO GICA I,  

GPneral ornithological character: An cxtcrlxive area ot undulating chalk downland. now kugcly convcrtcd to arakle 
I;irmland s u p p r t i n g  the typical range of bird spccics. together with LI fcw pairs of Stonc Curlcw (and Quail in somc 
~ K K S ) .  Lirniterl :KCX of remaining uniinproverl ch:llk grassland we impurtant for Stone Curlew, and support high 
dcnsitics of  siiiail mammais, preycd upon in winter hy small numbcrs of Short-ewed Owl and I-icn Harrier, Where 
scrub h x  encroached on ilnderjirazed dowiilnnd these species arc lost and rcplaccd hy more widespread lowland 
xpcctes. Kipxim hnbitats dong Lhc Kcnnet V:illcy support Kirirfishcr and somc hrcetlirig wiidcrs. 

Stone Curlew Grey isuuiridgc 
Quail 
Lapwing 

Other notable species Breeding Kingfisher. Snipe, Redshiuik, Whitctflront, Linnet. Corn Runting. 
Srnall iiurnhcrs of wintering Short-e:ued Owl, Hen klwrier and Grcen 
Sand piper. 

‘Core Arca’ species 

Extinct/verg rare lireeding species Montagu’s Hmicr ,  Stone Curlcw. Quail. Ram Owl. Nightjar, Whcatew, 
$tonechat. 

Kev hird habitats 1 Uiiirnnroved chalk downland, ;uahlc f~irinland, ritiasian tiabihts. 

Species \prcifEc action I’iotebf riue hrceding htrds from disturhruice ( e \ p e ~ d l y  Slonc Cut lew) 
Increasc popiilaticm of hreedrng Stone Curlew thiough icmiration 01 L h a k  
gravhml, the appropriate rnanagerncnl ot set-aside ‘ind rtrahlc Lropq, and 
protecting ncqt ~ t t e ~  

Additional monituring required 

1 . Iiicrease ri~irnbcrs 0 1  hrceding Stone Curlcw through the appropriate species protection and h:it>it:it ru:inugcmcnt 
nie;isurcs, such :IS rutovution. to create suiluhlc ticsting weals on  semi-nntutai grasslands. 



NATURAL AREA 38 : ORNITHOLOGICAL 
LONDON HASlN SIGNIFICANCE : CONSIDERABLE 

( h ~ e r a l  ornithological character: This natural area i s  charactcriscd by a few fragmcnted ishnds of remaining semi- 
natural habitats (including ancient woods, wet meadows and lowland heath) wilh remnant hird populations, together 
with extensive rueas cif both mature and newly created man-madc wetlands, many of which arc still being colonised by 
birds. These exist within the densely-populated urban and industrial fr'mework of Greater London and the Home 
Counties ciirrirriuter towns, with fringing farmland in the Grecn Belt and in the Thames Valley. Thc 'considerable' 
sipriificance rating of this natural area Is largcly a retlection of ik size and the inclusion cif a numhcr o f  internationally 
irrrpcirtant hird sites. 

Internationallv imaortant snecies 

EN high priority 

Other notable species 

'Core Area' species 

Extinctivery rare breedin); species 

Key bird habitats 

Species specific action 

Additional monitoring required 

Winterinr Gadwall. Shoveler. fMoultine Tuftcd Duck) 

List i List 2 

Gadwall Wrrorllark B 1 a c  k -  n e  c ked Grey Partridge 
Pochnrd Dartford Warbler Grebe Golden Plover 
Nightjar Teal Lapwing 

S hoveler Barn Owl 

Breeding Hobhy, Little Ringed Plover, Common Tern, Kingfisher, Nightingale, 
Hawfinch, Rlack Kedst,xt Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. Small numbers of 
breeding Shelduck and Ringed Plover, and wintering Wigeon, Sinew and 
Green Sandpiper. (Breeding, moulting and wintenng Tufted Duck). 

Gatlwdl (wintering), i'ochard (breeding), Tufted Duck (moulting), Black 
Redstart, 

Gargancy, Woodlxk, Dartford Warbler. Firecrest, Redstart, Wood Warbler, 
Tree Pipit. 

Floodd gravcl pit< and rcscrvois complexcs, wet meadows in Thamcs Vallcy 
and trihutarics, ancient woods and parkland (cg Epping Forest), lowland hcath. 

Species protection/management for Nightjar in forestry plantations. 
Onaortunistic nest arotcction for rarc brcedm as anaroariate. 

Dist~irb,mce to breeding, moulting and wintering waterbirds on reservoirs 
and gravel pits with recreation. 
Monitor heeding success of wetland species vulnerahlc to disturb~ance 
siich as Little Ringed Plover, Common Tern and Kingfisher, 

- 

Key issues: 

Recreational arid industrial/cotnmerciai disturbmice t o  hrcding and non-hrccding birds. 

I) Pressure (or ricvelopmcnt on Green Belt and other areas wifhin London R a i n ,  threatening both isolated remnants 
of serni-natur;rl h:ihitats (cg mcicnt woods and mcndows) and hoth tnature and ncwly crcatcd man-made habitats. 

Lack of management of semi-natural hahitat-<. 

Opportunities I'or 'showing birds to people'. 

Key objectives: 

I .  Ke-creation/rcstoration of  frcshwatcr wctland habitats. particularly wct grassland and rccdbcds, in the Thames 
Valley and those 01 its tributaries. 

2. Maintain and, wherc appropriate, restore traditional management to lowland heaths. 

3. Ensnre habitat creation plans for disuscd gravel pits ,and rcdurid'mt reservoirs are appropriate (ie favour marginal 
habitats iis ~pposcd  to deep, open waters). Ensure such rfter-use plans form part uf the consents for future 
mineral extraction. 

4. Link together o r  cxpnrid cxisting fr:igrrienls o f  semi-tiatur-ai hahitat ;LS far as pcissible. 

5. Miniinisc disturhnnce to waterbirds from a variety of recreational and inrlustrial activities. 



NATURAL AREA 311 : 
THAMES MARSHES SIGNIFICANCE : NO TA RLE 

ORNITHOLU GICAL 

i;rneral ornithological character: This natural area abuts the coutal habitats 0 1  thc  p a t e r  T h m c s  Lstuary, Essex 
c o x t  and the Swale and MeJway estuaries in Kent (maritime natural area Mcj). It mostly consists of formcr saltmarsh 
that was converted to grnzinR r ~ i ~ s h  with the const~uclion of  sea walls. Much uf thc grazing marsh has been further 
drained and cultivated for arable. Thc remaining grazing m u s h  and i t s  network of drainage ditches :uc of high 
I-ir'nithulugical inipmiice, especially for breeding hirds. Lasgc nuiiihers of wintering waterfowl also fly in from the 
:tdjaceril intertidal ti:ihikits hi Iced :mi rncrst on t)oth the grazing rnarsh and aralAc land. 

Internationallv important species 

bW high priorily 

Other notable species 

'Core Area' species 

Extinct/very rare breeding species 

Key hird habitats 

Species sprcilic action 

Additional rnonitoring required 

List I List 2 

Rcwick's Swan Shclduck C:)ystercatcher 
Dark-bellied Rrcnt h o s e  Wigenn Gotdcn Plover 

Pochxd S hoveler R;lm Owl  
Ruff Grey P:ut*idgc 

G adwall Teal Lapwing 

Breeding Snipc, K c d s h ~ k ,  Short-card Owl, Kjngfisher, Ycllow Wagtail, Keed 
Wxbler. Corn Rilnting. Wintering X-fen kmier ,  Merlin. I'ercgrine. 

Dark-lwliied Rrcnt  Goose. 

c , .  J 'U g aney, Marsh H'wicr, Montagu ' s [Harrier, RI a d -  tailed Godwi t, 

Mediterr:incan Gull. 

Grrvinc marsh. arahlc farmland. r i isusd indusbial sites. 

Key issues: 

I) Loss of grazing triwsti habitats through ~IIainagc, :igriculturd iinpruvcmcnt, built dcvclopnicnt and relative sea 
Icvel rise. 

I .  Maintain and, whcrc possible, erth:mcc management of grazing marsh to hcnrfit brecding and wintering 
wntcrfr)wl. 



NA'I'URAI, AREA 40 : 
NORTH KENT PLAIN SIGNIFICANCE : NO TABLE 

0 RNITHOLOGICAL 

1 

General ornitliological character: The ornithological intcrest cif this natural area is centred on the remnants o f  
fcirmeriy inore extensive freshwater wetlands (eg Stodmarsh NNR) and scmi-natural woods, as well as new ares of 
(I[JW freshwater hahitats resulting from the flooding of pave1 pits and c o d  mining subsidence. The agricultural land 
i n  between in gcncrally of  an intensive nature, and supports the typical r'mge of lowland farmland species. 

liiternationallg impoilant species 

EN high priority 

Other notable species 

'Core :\rea' species 

Extinct/very rare breeding species 

Key bird habitats 

Species specific action 

Additicinal monitoring required 

LiSl I 

Gadwall 
Pochwd 
Marsh I-jarner ('!) 
Nightjar 
Cetti's Warhlcr 
Savi's Warbler 
Marsh Warbler 
Bearded Tit 

List 2 

Wigeon 
Teal 
S hoveler 
Grcy Partridgc 
Golden Plover 
Lapwing 
R u n  Owl 

Breeding Redshark, t-iohhy, Snipe, Lcsscr Spottcd Woodpecker, Yellow 
Wagtail, Nightingale, Redstart, Sedge Wxbler,  Kccd Warbler, Hawfinch, 
Corn Buntinc. Wintering Hcn Harrier. 

Marsh Warbler. Savi's Warblcr. Cctti's Warbler. Bearded Tit. I 
Bittern, Woodlark, Spottcd Cr<&e, Savr's Warbler, Marsh H m e r .  Marsh 
Warhlcr. 

Semi-natural woods, rcedbcds, floodcd gravel pits, lowlmd wet grassland, 
fen/carr. 

Untlert~ake species-specific management for raw rccdhcd-breeding hirds and 
Marsh Warbler. 

Key issues: 

I) Hyirological threats and lack of rnnrlapernent of wetlands. 

L:ick of managcmcnt cif semi-naturd woods 

Prcssiirc for land-use change on remaining scrni-nxturnl h:ihitats. 

Key nhjectives: 

I ,  X::untain and, where possible. increLse populations of reetltxd-breeding birds by implementing the approprIrinlc 
:spccies-specrfic and habitat-bascd managerncnt prcsmptiorrs t o  existing rccdbeds, and by creating new rcedhcds. 
K z y n  the Bittcrn as i l  rcgular breeder within the natur'al xea. 

2 .  , 2 l ~ a g c  semi-natural woods to maintain and, whcrc appropriate, enhance heed ing  bird ppulations (cg restoration 
i ~ f  cnppiclng and ride rnanngernent. and maintenancc o f  old/dead wcrod features). 

?. \fanr:iin :ind enhance mrmugcmcnt of other scmi-naturnl habitats. 
fragments of good wildlifc hahitat. 

Whcrc possible. expand or link existing 

4, SlLximisc cipportunitics for habitat crcation lrom disused gravel workings 



I I II 
NATURAL AREA 42 : II NORTH DOWNS 

ORNITHOLOGICAL 
SIGNIFKANCE : SOME II 

(kneral ornithological character: This natural area consis& of  a chalk escarpment along which most of the bird 
habitaLq have been tnarkedlv changed by agricultural intcnsification. Much of the land is cultivated for cercals and of 
limited vdue to most bird q x c i c s .  Srnall x c a  of unimproved chalk downland rcmain, although scrub encroachment 
has occurred i n  areas with insufficient grazing prcssure. Sinall beech, trak and ash woods occur, mainly on  the steep 
scarp slopes whcrc difficult topography has prevented clcar.ulce. Together with the downland scrub, these wtiodlands 
support thc typicid range of  common species. 

I 7 

Internationailg irnpirtant species 

Eh! high priority L i S l  1 List 2 

Nightjar Grey Pareidge 
Marsh Warbier Lapwing 

Other notahle snecies Rreedirig Hohhv. N ich t inde .  Whitcthroat. Turtle Dove. Linnet. Corn Huntinr. 

‘Core Area’ species Marsh Wuhler. 

Extinctivery rare I,reedin;: specics 

Key bird Iiabitats 

Quail, S t m e  Curlew, Wheatear, Stonechat. Marsh Wwklcr. 

Farmland. chalk clownland and associated scruh, serTll-flalUd WOOC~S, nparian 
habitats. 

Undertake the  appropriate specics protection and habitat management measures 
for M a s h  Warbler. 

Species specific action 

Additional monitoring required 

~ 

Key iuues: 

0 

LaLk of mrmgcnicnr o f  existing ~hak downland 

Pcnodic local tleLlincs i n  ~ c r t i h  hii d p(ipirl:i!ions duo to ‘scrrrh-bashing’ 

C‘untinumg Jechnes i n  tuumlatnd bird<. r )  

Key ohjectives: 

1. Mmagc unirnproved chiilk grussland to maintain oc restore a short sw;uil and prcvcnt further loss to scrub. Ke- 
creiite aucas cif- grassland: whcre possihlc, t.xpsnri/link-up existing fragnicrit< of ~rnimprovcd Jownlind. 


