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EC Directive 92/43 on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild 

Fauna and Flora 

Citation for Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
 

Name: Benacre to Easton Bavents Lagoons 

Unitary Authority/County: Suffolk 

SAC status: Designated on 1 April 2005 

Grid reference: TM524830 

SAC EU code: UK0013104 

Area (ha): 366.93 

Component SSSI:  Benacre to Easton Bavents SSSI 

Site description: 

Benacre to Easton Bavents Lagoons is a series of percolation lagoons on the east coast of 

England. The lagoons (the Denes, Benacre Broad, Covehithe Broad and Easton Broad) have 

formed behind shingle barriers and are a feature of a geomorphologically dynamic system. 

Sea water enters the lagoons by percolation through the barriers, or by overtopping them 

during storms and high spring tides. The lagoons show a wide range of salinities, from nearly 

fully saline in South Pool, the Denes, to extremely low salinity at Easton Broad. This range of 

salinity has resulted in a series of lagoonal vegetation types, including beds of narrow-leaved 

eelgrass Zostera angustifolia in fully saline or hypersaline conditions, beds of spiral 

tasselweed Ruppia cirrhosa in brackish water, and dense beds of common reed Phragmites 

australis in freshwater. The site supports a number of specialist lagoonal species. 

Qualifying habitats: The site is designated under article 4(4) of the Directive (92/43/EEC) 

as it hosts the following habitats listed in Annex I: 

 Coastal lagoons* 

 

Annex I priority habitats are denoted by an asterisk (*). 

 

 
 
 

This citation relates to a site entered in the Register 

of European Sites for Great Britain. 
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