EC Directive 92/43 on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild
Fauna and Flora

Citation for Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

Name: Norfolk Valley Fens
Unitary Authority/County: Norfolk

SAC status: Designated on 1 April 2005

Grid reference: TL937960

SAC EU code: UK0012892

Area (ha): 616.21

Component SSSI: Badley Moor, Dereham SSSI, Booton Common SSSI, Buxton

Heath SSSI, Coston Fen, Runhall SSSI, East Walton Common
and Adcock’s Common SSSI, Flordon Common SSSI, Foulden
Common SSSI, Great Cressingham Fen SSSI, Holt Lowes
SSSI, Potter and Scarning Fens SSSI, Sheringham and Beeston
Regis Common SSSI, South Repps Common SSSI, Swangey
Fen, Attleborough SSSI, Thompson Water, Carr and Common
SSSI

Site description:

This site comprises a series of valley-head spring-fed fens. Such spring-fed flush fens are very
rare in the lowlands. The spring-heads are dominated by the small sedge fen type, mainly
referable to black-bog-rush — blunt-flowered rush (Schoenus nigricans — Juncus
subnodulosus) mire, but there are transitions to reedswamp and other fen and wet grassland
types. The individual fens vary in their structure according to intensity of management and
provide a wide range of variation. There is a rich flora associated with these fens, including
species such as grass-of-Parnassus Parnassia palustris, common butterwort Pinguicula
vulgaris, marsh helleborine Epipactis palustris and narrow-leaved marsh-orchid Dactylorhiza
traunsteineri.

In places the calcareous fens grade into acidic flush communities on the valley sides. Purple
moor-grass Molinia caerulea is often dominant with a variety of mosses including thick
carpets of bog-moss Sphagnum spp. Marshy grassland may be present on drier ground and
purple moor-grass is again usually dominant but cross-leaved heath Erica tetralix can be
frequent. Alder Alnus glutinosa forms carr woodland in places by streams. Wet and dry heaths
and acid, neutral and calcareous grassland surround the mires.

Within the Norfolk Valley Fens there are a number of marginal fens associated with pingos —
pools that formed in hollows left when large blocks of ice melted at the end of the last Ice
Age. These are very ancient wetlands and several support strong populations of Desmoulin’s
whorl snail Vertigo moulinsiana as part of a rich assemblage of rare and scarce species in
standing water habitat. At Flordon Common a strong population of narrow-mouthed whorl
snail Vertigo angustior occurs in flushed grassland with yellow iris Iris pseudacorus.
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Qualifying habitats: The site is designated under article 4(4) of the Directive (92/43/EEC)

as it hosts the following habitats listed in Annex I:

¢ Alkaline fens. (Calcium-rich springwater-fed fens)

o Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion
incanae, Salicion albae). (Alder woodland on floodplains)*

e Calcareous fens with Cladium mariscus and species of the Caricion davallianae.
(Calcium-rich fen dominated by great fen sedge (saw sedge))*

e FEuropean dry heaths

e Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils (Molinion caeruleae).
(Purple moor-grass meadows)

¢ Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix. (Wet heathland with cross-leaved heath)

e Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies: on calcareous substrates (Festuco-
Brometalia). (Dry grasslands and scrublands on chalk or limestone)

Qualifying species: The site is designated under article 4(4) of the Directive (92/43/EEC) as
it hosts the following species listed in Annex II:

e Narrow-mouthed whorl snail Vertigo angustior
e Desmoulin’s whorl snail Vertigo moulinsiana

Annex | priority habitats are denoted by an asterisk (*).

This citation relates to a site entered in the Register
of European Sites for Great Britain.

Register reference number: UK0012892

Date of registration: 14 June 2005

Signed: =7 o —adem

On behalf of the Secretary of State for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs

\\-:,_\\( Norfolk Valley Fens SAC UK0012892
— Compilation date: May 2005 Version: 1
ENGLISH

NATURE Designation citation Page 2 of 2



