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Wokingham 

                    

• 179km² and one of 6 Unitary Authorities in Berkshire 
• National Equine Database statistics list a total of  2,228 

horses registered to owners living within Wokingham 
Borough.  These horses contribute £12 million per annum to 

the local economy 
 

Wokingham 
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Background 
Wokingham Borough  

• The issues in Wokingham 
• Only 10% of the Rights of Way network is bridleway 
• 13,000 new houses to be built in the next 15 years 
• Riders using Main A roads to access bridleways and 

create circular rides 
• Some bridleways cross main A and B roads which 

carry heavy traffic at fast speeds making crossing too 
difficult for some riders to go out hacking 

• Wokingham Greenways plan may not include use by 
horse riders 
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The Objectives 
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Research 
Equestrian Business 
Questionnaire  
• Broad spectrum of businesses who are located 

or have a large client base in the Borough 
• Determine size and type of business, number of 

employees.  If a livery yard, how many stables 
• Gain information about their opinions of the affect 

the development and its associated increase in 
traffic will have on their business 

• Agree/disagree statements and questions with 
‘delete as appropriate’ answers 
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100% of Business owners agree 
that without more bridleways horse 
owners are likely to choose livery 

outside the Borough 

Businesses who anticipate reduced business opportunity 
 

Businesses who anticipate having to make a reduction in 
staff 
 

Livery yards anticipate having to close 
 

92% 

60% 

50% 

Results 
71 Equestrian Businesses participated 
100% off Business owners agree that without more bridleways horse owners are likely 
to choose livery outside the Borough 
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Research 
Rider Survey 

• Aimed at all riders and horse owners who live 
or stable their horses within the Borough 
• Gain details of where they live and where they 

stable their horses 
• Agree/disagree statements and questions with 

‘delete as appropriate’ answers  
• Use tack shops, local events and visits to livery 

yards to obtain opinions from sufficient numbers of 
riders 
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Results 
271 riders participated 
 
 

100% of riders believe 
increased traffic from the 
developments will make 
riding out from their yard 

significantly more 
dangerous 

 86% 

12% 
2% 

Riders who will ride out regardless 
 
Riders who will stay and potentially not ride out from 
their yard 
 
Riders who anticipate moving out of the borough 
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Research 
Footpath Survey  

• Survey footpaths which could be reclassified as 
bridleway to improve the network 
• Determine total length and plot width of pathway at 

various points e.g. every 50m, also including 
narrowest and widest places, note any potential blocks 
e.g. height restrictions, bollards etc. 

• Use ROWIP and Council Greenways Plan along with 
own survey to form a ‘wish list’ to enhance the network 

• Use Parish maps with details of each ROW number so 
that all information gathered is correct and easily 
transferred 
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Create Awareness 
Pamphlet  
• Put together pamphlet with information from the research for 

distribution amongst influential people 
 

• Include statistics on horse ownership by postcode, information 
from National Equine Database supplied by the BHS, figures 
collated in 2010. 

• Simple colour scheme to appeal to Councilors, bold but not too 
modern or corporate. 

• Hard hitting statements, bold and or italics the most important 
information 

• Use recent photos taken on local roads outside of rush hour 
• One sheet of paper 3 fold to keep printing cost down 
• Local printing company 
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Access March 
Wokingham Town Centre 
• Obtain permission from Council and Police 

• It is essential that only positive press is gained from this! 
• Peaceful not protest! 
• Planed route with minimal time spent on main roads 
• Press release ahead of the day 
• Known horses/riders, competent and safe/quiet 
• Riders and helpers representing every Parish/local 

equestrian organisation 
• Stewards on each main entrance to the Town 
• Safety card, First Aiders, Vets, Risk Assessment, and 

Insurance 
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Access March Route map 
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Equestrian Access March 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8g
AuNUZ7_IQ .   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gAuNUZ7_IQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gAuNUZ7_IQ
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Launch Petitions 
UK and Local 
• UK 
• Change.org 
• Petitioning the Government for an increase to 30% of the rights of 

way network to become bridleways in every Borough by 2030  
• 100,000 signatures needed 
• www.routes-for-all.co.uk 

• Local 
• Council own E-petitions available to set up on their own website. 
• 50 signatures needed for council to accept, 1,500 to debate, target 

3,000 in total 
• www.routes-for-wokingham.co.uk 
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Launch 
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http://www.routes-for-all.co.uk/
http://www.routes-for-wokingham.co.uk/
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Petition Marketing 
UK and Local 
 
 
 
 

• UK 
• Media, Equestrian Magazines 
• Radio Interview 
• Facebook, emails 
• Another march ahead of May 2016 deadline? 
• Local 
• Local media, newspapers 
• Competitions, fetes 
• Facebook, emails 
• Tack shops 
• Town Centre promotion 

Visit 
Parish 

Councils 

LAF and ROWIP 

Petition 
marketing 
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Petition Marketing 
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Gain support  
Visit Councils 
 
 
 

• Pamphlet to each Parish and  Main Council member, LAF, 
ROWIP, influential people 

• Visit every Parish Council and give the presentation  
• Many Borough Council members are also Parish councillors, 

gaining their support is essential 
• Form individual Equestrian reports for each Parish Council to 

be sent after the meeting 
• Use information from pamphlet, results of the questionnaire 

and survey along with the BHS statistics on postcodes for 
individual parishes, include information and maps on desired 
improvements to the network 

Visit 
Parish 

Councils 

LAF and ROWIP 

Petition 
marketing 
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Equestrian Access Report 
Winnersh 
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LAF and ROWIP 
• Local Access Forum - LAF 
• Mid and West Berks Access Forum advice submission to the 

Borough Council for their consideration 
• Using information in the pamphlet, results of the business 

questionnaire and riders survey along with list of desired 
improvements to the bridleway network 

• Rights of Way Improvement Group 
• Advisors of the Council over local ROW issues. Also designers 

of the Wokingham ROWIP 
• Many are also LAF members 

Visit 
Parish 

Councils 

LAF and ROWIP 

Petition 
marketing 
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Moving forward 
 

Improved 
network 

? 

Historic 
research 

DMMO 

Councils 

Petitions 
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Any questions? 
 
 

Thank you  
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