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Exeter University : NEA – CES Case Study 

Two Parishes : Buckland Brewer and Shebbear  

Habitats : Culm, River/Stream, Woodland 

Sensory Spaces & Places 



The stream and earth 
pigment fallen oak 

Woodland textures, colours, 
sounds & sights 

Farmland view after a 
walk through Culm and 
Woodland to the 
driveway and fields. 

Mapping the Environment 

Methods : 

•GPS 

•Movement Machine 

•Sensory data 

•Scientific data 



See, Smell & Touch 



Butt Parks 
Buckparks 

Wood 

Broadpark 
Wood 
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Field 
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Wood 

Glen Marsh 

At Glen Marsh I found a lot of 

sticky  brown mud and the long 

dark green grass  

Here I could smell the 

bluebells and the 

trees.  I found the most 

prettiest flower, which 

was pink with a light 

green stalk. 

At the pond I 
Saw  a fallen 
down tree. 

The place I liked on my walk was when I 

sat by the horses and the horses were 

pretty. 

The best part was when I got stuck in 

the mud because the mud went up to 

my ankles. 

I could hear 

the birds singing, the 

wind swishing through 

the  trees and my 

friends talking excitedly. 

I 
I could smell 

the blue bells, 

and all the 

other flowers in 

the woods and 

the wild garlic. 

I could touch 

the leaves on the trees and the 

colours in the stone activity. 

I could see all 

the coloured 

leaves on the 

floor and the 

bluebells. 

Gracie
-Mae 
 

I saw three deer's. 



Rural & Urban Touring 

Producing 
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The Bureau  
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by Burn The Curtain  
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Show One - The Bureau of Extraordinance Survey 
 

• Two NIA villages  

 - Shebbear  

 - Buckland Brewer 

• Already in development 

• Working closely with NIA and NE partners 

• First performances in late November in both villages 

• Tour to Wild Purbeck NIA & S. Devon Spring ‘14 

NIA CES Joint Project 





NIA CES Joint Project 

Show Two : Natural Values (Project Title) 
 

• Funding application under review, decision Nov ‘13 

• Working with national producers / artists 

• Two different NIA Villages in north Devon 

- Bradworthy   

- Dolton 

- Woolsery 

 

• First performances in north Devon Autumn ‘14 



NIA CES Joint Project 

Performances will be developed by living in and 

working with local Northern Devon NIA 

communities and their surrounding landscapes.  

The developmental process will be supported by 

NIA advisors and partners.  With local inclusion of 

people and their habitats.  The aim is to create 

two different shows, which explore and reflect 

some of the core principles of all 12 NIA’s 

including core habitats and the concept of 

Ecosystem Services.  Opportunity to test and pilot 

new approaches to communicating NIA 

objectives, outcomes and messages to a broad 

and diverse audience. 



Northern Devon NIA Outcome 

• Two shows, four performances 

• Developed in four NIA communities / parishes 

• Exploring NIA concepts in different ways and  

• Addressing a wide breadth of audience  

 

Next Steps to Develop Joint Project 

• Discuss / collaborate with other NIA’s 

• Submit funding bid to support a National Tour of NIA’s 

Bureau of Extraordinance Survey - Autumn ‘14 

Natural Values - Spring ‘15 

NIA CES Joint Project 



Development of Funding Application 

- Deadline end of Nov ’13, outcome Jan ‘14  

- Support from other NIA’s + NE at national level 

- Secure match funding 

- Develop tour schedule for both shows  
 

Proposed Model 

- Support from at least 8 other NIA’s 

- Two performances of each show per NIA  

- Show One Autumn 2014 / Show Two Spring 2015 

- Each NIA agrees to support with £1K cash match 

- NE at national level will also support with funds  

- Secure additional match funding  

NIA CES Joint Project 



NIA CES Joint Project 

If funding for a national tour of NIA’s is secured, 

an opportunity will exist to work together to 

explore and assess the value of this type of arts 

based approach in supporting CES initiatives.  
 

If performances are programmed with 

communities in your NIA, they can be 

programmed along side existing arts based 

initiatives and would be designed to be additive 

and complimentary. 
 

 The timeframe will enable the final performances 

to take place before the end of the 3rd NIA year.    



NIA CES Joint Project 

Exciting opportunity to muster our collective 

resources to pilot the role of performing arts in 

the development of NIA’s whilst supporting CES 

research and delivery. 

 

Both shows will also tour beyond the borders of 

our NIA’s areas, this will offer the opportunity to 

creatively spread the message of NIA’s to rural 

and urban audiences as well as to key decision 

makers.   





www.beaford-arts.org.uk 



Northern Devon NIA Outcome 

• Two shows, four performances 

• Developed in four NIA communities / parishes 

• Exploring NIA concepts in different ways and  

• Addressing a wide breadth of audience  

 

Next Steps to Develop Joint Project 

• Discuss / collaborate with other NIA’s 

• Submit funding bid to support a National Tour of NIA’s 

Bureau of Extraordinance Survey - Autumn ‘14 

Natural Values - Spring ‘15 

NIA CES Joint Project 






