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Fenn's, Whixall &
Bettisfield Mosses
National Nature Reserve
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How to find us

By car

To explore Fenn's and Whixall Mosses follow the
brown tourism signs from the Ellesmere to
Whitchurch (A495), the Whitchurch to Wem
(B5476) or Wem to Welshampton roads, to the
Morris Bridge car park (S] 493355) on the
Llangollen canal, Whixall. Parking is also
available at Roundthorn Bridge (S] 501357).

To explore Bettisfield Moss, follow the figure of
eight track from the World's End Car Park
(situated at the end of the second road on the
right, west of Dobson’s Bridge, Whixall).

By public transport

The nearest railway station is at Prees, 4 miles
from the Reserve. There are no direct bus services
between Prees and Whixall. The nearest bus stop
is at Coton, 2 miles from the Reserve.

Visiting the Mosses
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The Reserve is near Route 45 of the Sustrans
National Cycle Network and Regional Cycle Route
31 (www.shropshirecycling.co.uk).

Access tracks are grassy or peaty, with no stiles.
They are generally level, with steps to the canal.
The firmer tow path is accessible by path/ ramp
from the Morris Bridge and Roundthorn Bridge car
parks. Disabled visitors can drive along the old
railway line by prior arrangement.

There are no toilet or refreshment facilities on site.
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The Mosses Trails

Three interlinking circular trails pass through the
Reserve and take in the Llangollen canal. Routes
start from either Morris’s Bridge or the Marl
Allotment at Roundthorn Bridge on the canal.
(see centre map).

The trails range from 2 km to 4 km long and can
be combined to create longer walks of up to 7
km. The routes, marked by a series of arrowed
posts, are easy to walk.

The natural environment can be hazardous.
Please:

m Keep to the way-marked routes. The Mosses
are riddled with deep, flooded and partly
vegetated ditches.

® Do not smoke on the Mosses at any time of
the year. Even small fires can cause
extensive damage.

m Watch out for adders. If bitten keep calm and
seek medical attention.
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B Do not collect plants or animals.

m Keep dogs on a lead from March to July, and
otherwise at heel.

m Watch out for canal mooring ropes,
metalwork, projecting roots and branches,
tree stumps, holes and tussocks.

Horse riding and cycling are not safe on the
peaty tracks.

For more information on our events programme,
volunteering opportunities or to find out how to
obtain a long term permit to explore deeper into
the Reserve, contact us on 0845 600 3078 or visit
www.naturalengland.org.uk

Natural England is here to conserve and enhance
the natural environment, for its intrinsic value,
the wellbeing and enjoyment of people and the
economic prosperity it brings.

The Countryside Council for Wales champions
the environment and landscapes of Wales and its
coastal waters as sources of natural and cultural
riches, as a foundation for economic and social
activity, and as a place for leisure and learning
opportunities. It aims to make the environment
avalued part of everyone’s life in Wales.
WWW.CCW.goV.uk

British Waterways manages the inland
waterways system for the benefit of the nation.
www.britishwaterways.co.uk
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Kingdom of Sphagnum where
space and time interweave”

Straddling the English/Welsh border near
Whitchurch, Fenn’s, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses
National Nature Reserve is a remarkable
wilderness. It is not only a Site of Special
Scientific Interest, but a European Special Area of
Conservation and a Wetland of International
Importance.

At nearly 1,000 hectares, the Mosses are the
third largest and one of the most southerly
lowland raised bogs in Britain.

The Reserve’s acidic and waterlogged
environment allows an outstanding number of
specialist bog plants and insects to thrive. This,
along with the fascinating evidence of its former
peat workings, means there is much for visitors
to enjoy.

*quote from the ‘Echoing Green', a collection of
poems by Gladys Mary Coles, Flambard Press 2001.
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Formed at the end of the last Ice Age in a shallow
hollow flooded by melting ice sheets, the lowland
raised bog was a slow-growing dome of
Sphagnum bogmoss peat. Bogmoss absorbed and
acidified the rain, water-logging the peat surface
so only specialised plants and animals survived.
Dying plants, together with pollen from
vegetation on and around the bogs, became
‘pickled’ as layers of peat, forming a giant story
book of the last 12,000 years.

A Bronze Age axe found in a layer of 3,400 years
old Scots pine stumps in the peat, and the
discovery of three preserved Bronze Age and
Romano-British bog bodies, tell us that people
have lived and worked here for a very long time.
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Peat on the Mosses

Raised bog plants are now rare as so many bogs
have been drained for peat cutting, agriculture
and forestry. Man has used the peat from the
Mosses for centuries - first for fuel and
distillation, then as bedding for horses and
poultry, and for packing. More recently peat has
been used for garden compost.

For 500 years, small-scale peat cutting at the
edge of the Mosses gradually enabled the outer
areas to be turned into fields, sweetened with
lime brought along the canal from Llangollen.

The bog was drained after the Enclosure Acts of
1777 and 1823, for the canal in 1804 and then
again when the railway was built in 1863. Further
large scale drainage for commercial peat
extraction in the 1920's completed the collapse
of the Mosses’ saturated domes.

During the 20th century the Mosses were
commandeered for military use during the
World Wars, and part was planted with pine
forests in the 1960s.

Mechanised commercial cutting of peat began in
1968, but when the rate of cutting quadrupled in
1989, a campaign was launched to rescue the
Mosses. The central area was acquired as a
National Nature Reserve, and in 1990, large-scale
cutting was brought to an end.
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Peat cutting destroys the past





