
Natural area: 6 .  Lower Tees Lowland Grassland Significance: NEGLIGIBLE 

Description: 
A low-lying area centred on the River Tees and its estuary and flanked to the south and west by the Durham 
Magnesiian limestone and to thc south and South-west by the North York Moors. The arm is dominated by 
industry and urban development associated with the Middlesborough-Stockton-on-Tees conurbation. The 
a rm is underlain by I’ermo-Triassic mudstoncs and sandstoncs which are covered by glacial drift. Inland 
from the coast, little semi-natural habitat remains and the area supports very littlc lowland scmi-natural 
grassland. 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. Ncutral grassland (MG5, MGII) 

Nationally Rare & ,Scarce Grassland Plant Spccics: 

Key sites: 

Associated intcrcsts: 
1. Breeding and wintering birds assciciatcd with wet unirnproved neutral grassland and scmi- 

improved /reverted neutral grassland including coastal grazing marsh 

Key Issues: 
Opportunities for g radand  creation on farmland and in ox-industrial land 
Pressure for land use change (industrial development) ncar or on the coast 

Key Objectives: 
0 

rn 

rn 

Maintain the current extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Scck opportunities to expand the grassland resource 
%ek to ensure strong policies for grassland conservation appear in structure/dcvcloprncnt p l a ~  
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ll Lowland Grassland Significance: OUTSTANDING I Natural area: 7. Yorkshire Dales ll 
I 

Description: 
An upland area forming part of the Northern I’ennincs dominated by Carboniferous limestone rocks and 
rising to civcr 650rn. Thc area is pastoral and consists of a variety of  vegetation communities, both enclosed 
and unenclosed. The higher unenclosed communities ccinsist of limcstonc grassland and pavement and acid 
dwarf shrub heath, grassland and blanket mire where locally gritstone nutcrcips or peat deposits mask the 
limestone. The enclosed land in the “dalcs” supports principally grassland, snligenrius mire and woodland. 
Thc enclosed grasslands are of nutstanding importance for nature conservation particularly thc northern 
neutral hay meadows and the neutral and limcstone pastures. 

I 

I 
Kcy Grassland Typcs: 
1. 
2. 
3. Tall-herb/nciitral grassland (MG2) 
4. 
5. 
6. Enclosed acid grassland (U4) 

Neutral grasslands in upland valleys (MG3, MG5, MGB) 
Enclosed limestone grassland (CGZ, CG9H 

Mctallifcrous grassland (Calaminarian grassland) (OV37) 
Fen meadnw/rush pasture (M23, M26, M27) 

Nationally Rare Rr Scarcc Grassland Plant Species: 
Alchmilla monticola, A.  subcrctiata, G z r a  ornifhopoda, Crcpis rndlis, C,ypripedium mlcealus, Epipactis atrnrubens, 
Einphrasia rostkoviana subsp montana, E .  rostkoviana subsp rostkoniana, 1Iornunyia ptraca, Minuartia verna, Orchis 
ustulata, P o l y ~ a l a  amarclla, Potmtilla nmrnanniana, t’rimula farinosa, Sesleria albicans, Thlaspi caerulesrtrns 

Key sites: 
Conistonc Old Pasture, Malham Amcliffe, North Pennine Dales Meadows pSAC (includes Cautley Thwaito, 
New House Meadows), Oxclose, Skoska Wood 

Associated interests: 
1. 

2. Limestone pavcmcnt/scrccs/rocks 
3. 

Breeding birds associated with neutral meadows and pastures (including semi-improved swards), rush 
pasture and fen meadows 

Flushcs (eg M10) associated with rneadciws and limestone grassland 

Key Issues: 
0 Pressure for agricultural intcnsificatioii - change from hay to silage on meadows, use of artificial 

fertilisers and slurry and overgrazing of enclosed lirncstonc grassland 
Kabbit numbers and ovcrgrazing impacts 
Opportunities for grassland restoration/creation on cncloscd land 

Key Objcctivcs: 
Maintain the current extent of scmi-natural grassland in favtiurablc cnnscrvation s t . a t ~ s  
lCestnre semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Suck cippcirtunities to expand the grassland resource 
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Natural area: 8. The Vales o f  Yorkshire Lowland Grassland Significance: CONSIDERABLE 

. _._ . .. 

Duscription: 
A low-lying, intensively farmed area extending from the Humber Estuary northwards to the northern 
boundary of North Yorkshire and including the Vale of I’ickering as an eastern outlirr. 
The main vale i s  underlain by Triassic mudstones and sandstoncs while the Valc of I’ickering is 
undcrlain by Jurassic clays. Glacial activity has resulted in the arm being covered by drift and a range of 
dcpositional features occur includmg the moraine which traverses the southern part of the vale. 

While prcdominantly an arable farming landscape, some important concentrations of wct grassland 
rcmain in the river valleys such as those c i f  the lower Dwwunt, Wharfc and Ouse, Areas nf acid 
grassland also occur in association with dwarf shrub hcath on the glacial sands. 

I 1 
Key Grassland Types 
1. 
2. Dry neutral grassland (MC3 
3. Acid grassland (U1) 

Nationally Karc & Scarce Grassland Plant Species: 
hfhyrus palustris, Ocnantlzc silaifmh 

Key sites: 
Aubcrt Ings, Lower Denvent Valley pSAC (includes Derwent hgs), Valc of York Heaths (particularly 
Strensall Common) 

Associatcd interests: 
1 .  
2. Invertebrate fauna of ditches 
3. 

Wet neutral. grassland, fen meadow &rush pasture (MG4, MG11, MG13, M22, M23) 

Swamp and aquatic communities including flora. 

Brccding and wintering birds of wct grassland/fen rnmdow/rush pasturc including semi- 
iinpnived /reverted wet neutral grassland (MG6, MC7, MGY, MGI 0) 

I I 
Key Issucs: 

rn 

Frcssurc for agricultural intensification 
rn 

Lack c i f  graxingi undergrazing (cspccially aftermath grazing of  hay meadows) 
Hydrology - lowered water tableslreduced flooding frequcnclcs 
Opportunities for creation o f  neutral grassland on farmland 

Industrial development especially mineral working 

I I 

Key Objectives: 
Maintain the current extent c i f  semi-natural grassland in favnirrable crrnservatiun status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunities to expand the grassland rcsourcc 
Scck to ensure that strong policies for grassland conservation appear in the 
structure/dcvclopmcnt plans 
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Natural area: 9. North York Moors Lowland Grassland Significance: NOTABLE 

Description: 
An extensive tract of upland composed of a varied scries of rocks of Juritssic age including sandstones, shales, 
ironstoncs, grits and limestones. The plateau, which lies at an altitude of c.300m is cut by deep, steep-sided 
dales, the former supporting mostly uncnclosed dry dwarf-shrub heath and acid grassland. The valleys 
contain areas of  broad-leaved woodland, soligenous mires and some enclosed scmi-natural grassland. The 
arca is principally pastoral but thcrc arc some large conifcrous plantations. 

Thu arm is crf intcrcst fcrr its cncloscd grasslands particularly the limestone grassland in the southern part of 
the area. Neutral unimproved valley hay meadows are surprisingly scarce in contrast to other upland tracts 
in England such as thc Yorkshire Dalcs. 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. 
2. Fcn meadows (M22, M23) 
3. Enclosed neutral grassland (MG5) 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Spculics: 
Dianthus deltoides, Orchis ustulata 

Key sites: 
Snaper Farm Meadows 

Associated interests: 
-1 

Calcareous (Jurassic Corallian limestone) grassland (CGZc,d) 

lnvcrtebrates associated with calcareous grassland 

Key Issues: 

0 Restoration o f  limestmne grassland 

0 Pressure for agricultural intensification 

Lack of grazing/undcr grazing of limestone grassland and fen meadows 

Opportunities for grassland restriration/creation on farmland 

Key Objectives: 
Maintain the current extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Rcstorc semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunities to expand the grassland rcsource 

... - 
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Natural area: 10. Yorkshire Wolds Lowland Grassland Significance: SIGNIFICANT 

Description: 
A rnlling range of Cretaceous chalk hills and dry valleys extending from the Humber shore in the south to the 
scarp slope in the north overlooking thc Valc o f  Pickcring rising to a maximum altitude (if 250111. Thc chalk 
forms the cliffs at Flarnborough and Uempton o n  the East Yorkshire coast. The Yorkshire Wolds is an area of 
intensive arable farming with large fields and little woodland covcr. Thc majority of semi-natural habitat is 
confined tLJ tlrc stccp-sidcd dry vallcys or thc west and north-facing scarp slopes. Much of the remaining 
semi-natural vegetation is calcarmus grassland and scrub. 

The arca is of significant interest for i t s  calcareous grasslands and in particular, its geographical position has 
given rise to a distinct floristic and faunistic composition which includes few o f  the southern contincntal 
calcicnle species but contains a number o f  species with a northern distribution. 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. Calcareous (chalk) grassland (CGZc, CGZd, CG3, CG4a, CG4b, CG6, CG7a) -I- MG5b and acid, U4 

related communities on north-facing chalk slopcs. 

Nakionally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Spwics: 
Linurn prenne s sp  anglicum, Potentilla mumanninna 

Key sites: 
East Hcslcrton Brow, East Dalc (part of Fordon Chalk Grasslands), Millington Wood & Pastures, Nine Springs 
Dalc, Thixcndale & Long Dale, Waterdale 

Associated interests: 
1. 
2. 

Invertebrates of calcareous grassland and scrub 
Breeding and wintering birds of dry grassland and scrub 

I 
Key Issues: 

I, Lack of grazing /undergrazing 
Pressure for agricultural intensification 

I, Rcstcrration of chalk grassland 

0 

Opportunities for chalk grassland creation on farmland 
Tree planting on chalk grassland 

I 

r 
Key Objectives: 

I, 

0 

Maintain the current extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable crinservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal conditicm tn optimal condition 
Scck opportunities to cxpnnd the grassland resourcc 
Seek to ensure forestry/woodland strategies/subject plans and appropriate authnrities recognise 
thc importance of semi-natural grassland 
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Natural area: 11. Plain of Holderness Lowland Grassland Significance : NOTABLE 

Dew-iptinn: 
A low-lying, intensively famed area lying to the east and south of thc Chalk wolds, bounded tr) the south by 
the Humber estuary and in thc cast by thc North Sca coast. The chalk o f  the Plain is wholly covered by glacial 
drift, particularly boulder clay. 

Although only small fragments of semi-natural grassland remain, the concentration nf wet neutral meadcrw 
within the LTrnbwath valley i s  notable in view o f  the national rarity of this grassland type. 

I 

Kcy Grassland Typcs: 
1, Wet neutral grassland (MG4) 
2. Fen Mcadow/Rush pasture (M22) 
3. Dry neutral grassland (MG5) 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Species: 

Key sites: 
Lambwath Mcadows 

Assnciatcd interests: 

Kcy Issues: 
0 

I-'rcssurc for agricultural intensification 
0 

Lack of agricultural managcmcnt cspccially grazing and undergrazing (especially lack of 
aftermath grazing o f  hay meadows) 

Opportunities for grassland creation on farmland 
Hydrology - lowered water tables and reduced flooding frcqucncy of wet grassland 

L 

I 

Key Objectives: 
Maintain the current extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conscrvation status 
kstore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal ccrndition to optimal condition 
Scck opportunitics to expand the grassland resource 
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Natural area: 12, S-ruthcrn Fcnnincs Lowland Grassland Significance: SOME 

Dcscript ion: 
An upland area dominated by acid Millstone Grit rocks. The urzcncluscd land consists of dwarf &rub heath, 
blanket mire and acid grassland utilised for hill graJing. The valleys, which have bucn cut by rivcrs, have 
been largely enclosed and a few semi-natural mcadows and pasturcs remain in a matrix of improved and 
semi-improved grassland. 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. 
2. Rush pasture (M23) 

Upland valley neutral mcadows and pasturw (MGJ, MG5, MG8) 

Nationally Karc Rr Scarcc Grassland Plant Species: 

Key sites: 

Associated interests: 
1. Usc of unimprovcd mcadows by sccd-fecding Twite Acanthi$ flanirnstis during the breeding season 

I I 
Key Issues: 

I Ovorgrazing by horscs 
Pressure for agricultural intensification (use o f  fertilisers, conversion from hay to silage etc) 

Opportunities for grassland restorationjcreation crn enclosed farmland 

Key Objectives: 
Maintain the current extent of semi-natural grassland in favtiurilble conservation status 
Kcstorc scmi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Scek opportunities to expand the grassland resource 
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II Natural area: 13. Coal Measures Lowland Grassland Significance: NEGLIGIBLE II 
Dcscription: 
This area is based on the Carboniferous Coal Measures and is flankcd by the X’ennines to the north and wcst 
and by thc Magncsian limcstonc to thc cast. The sandstones and shales give rise to mostly ncutral and acid 
soils which, outside o f  the urban areas, support mixed farming. The area i s  moderate in altitude and riscs to a 
maximum of 250m. 

It is a dcnscly populated and industrialised area and includes the Lecds/Bradford and Sheffield/R(Jtherh~m 
conurbations. Areas of  semi-natural grassland arc very scarce although there are a few fragments of ncutral 
grassland, fcn meadow and acid grassland. 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. Dry ncutral grassland (MC5a,b,c) 
2. 
3. Acid grassland (U2, U4) 

Nationally Rare & Scarcc Grassland Plant Spwies: 

Fen Meadow/Rush pasture (M22, M23) 

Key sites: 

Associatcd interests: 
1. Acid grassland oftcn occurs in a mosaic with dwarf shrub heath 

I 
Key Jssues: 

I’rcssurc for urban/industrial development 
a Pressure for agricultural intensification 

Lack o f  grazing/mowing 
Ovcrgrazing by horses 
Opportunities for grassland crcation on farmland 
Opportunitics for grassland crcation in urban centres and their usc as an educational resourcc 

I 
Key Objectives: 

0 

0 

Maintain the current extent o f  semi-natural grassland in favourable conscrvation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunities to  expand thc grassland resource 
Explnrc thc use of urban grasslands as an  learning rcsource 
Seek to ensure strong policics for grassland conservation appcar in s~ructurt?/developmcnt plans 

I 
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II Natural a ~ e x  14. Southern Magnesian Limestone Lowland Grassland Significance: NOTABLE II 
Description: 
The narrow vutcrvp of tlic Ikrmian limestone passes th rough  Derbyshire, South, Wcst and North Yorkshire 
and Nottingliamshire. The landscape is mostly gently undulating and is largely intensively farmed. 
Occasionally, river erosion has produccd stccp limestone cliffs in places such as at Cresswcll Crags, 
Grimbalds Crag at Knarcsborough and Markland Grips. 

Small arcas of limcstonc grassland rcmain mostly on valley slnpes, crags and within disused quarries. The 
area of grassland is small but i t s  significance is considered notable as a substantial proportion o f  the total area 
o f  Permian (Magnesian) limestone grassland in England occurs in this Natural Area despite the fact that when 
considered in terms of the extent o f  calcareous grassland NVC cnmmunitics, the area would be of limited 
significancc. Tlic area would also appear to offer opportunities for the recreation of limestone grassland. 

Springs emanating from the limestone give rise tn base-rich fen mcadow communities, particularly in thc 
North Yorkshire part o f  thc Natural Arca. 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. 
2. Neutral grassland (MG5) 
3. Fcn Mcadow (M22) 

Calcareous (Magiesian (Pemiati) limestone) grassland (CGZ"CE3, CG4, CG5) 

Nationally liare Rt Scarce Grassland Plant Spcvies: 
Carex trricdorurn, C. montana, Minuartia hybrida, Potentilla neumanniana, Primula farinosa, Pulsatilla mlgaris,  Orchis 
ustulata 

Key sites: 

Associated interests: 
1. Mabvesian limestone cliff/crag communities 
2. Invertebratcs associated with calcareous grassland 

1 
Key I. ssues: .. 

Lack cif grazing managemcntr/undergraIzing 
I I-'rcssurc for agricultural intensification 

Achieving graxing inhibit& by vandalism of fences, presence of dogs, isolation and small size of 
sites 
Opportunitics for creation of grassland on farmland 
Hydrology ~ maintenance of water tables/water quality 0 

Key Objectives: 
Maintain thc current extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore scmi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunities to expand thc grassland resource 
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Natural area: 15. Humborhcad Lcvcls Lowland Grassland Significance: SOME 

Dcscription: 
A low-lying area traversed by the lower courses of major rivers such as the Trcnt, Airc and Ouse. The geology 
consists o f  Triassic sandstones and mudstones ovcrlain by glacial drift. An area of intensive arable farming 
but particularly notable for thc ThorncHatficld raised mire complex. 

Small pockets of scmi-natural dry ncutral grassland occur, often in association with knolls of Triassic rocks 
while river flood plains support areas of both semi-natural and scrni-improved damp neutral meadow and 
pasture which are of significance for breeding waders and wildfowl. 

Kcy Crassland Typcs: 
1. Dry Neutral grassland (MG5) 
2. 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Spwics: 
Urclzis ustulata, Rhinanthirs angustifolia 

Wet neutral grassland ( M U  and MG17) 

Key sites: 

Associated interests: 
1. Brccding and wintering birds associa ted with unimproved and semi-improvcd/revcrted wet neutral 

grassland (MGh, MG9, MGIO) 

Key Issucs: 
Lack o f  aftermath grazing of ncutral meadows 
Pressure for agricultural intensification (usc of fcrtilisers, slurry) 
Hydrology - lowered water tables in vicinity of wet grassland 
Oppurtunitics for grassland creation on farmland including use as buffer land 

Key Objectives: 
# Maintain the current extent o f  semi-natural g r a s s h d  in favourablc cunservation status 

Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optirnal condition to optimal condition 
Scck opportunities to expand the grassland resourcc 

I I 
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Natural area: 'I 6. Coversands Lowland Grassland Significance: SOME 

Description: 
The area, lying between the Humber Estuary and North Lincolnshire, is dominatcd by the post-glacial 
Covcrsands which arc dcpcrsitcd ovcr Jurassic limestones, ironstones and shales 

The landscape is gently rolling, rarely cxcccds 70m and consists largely o f  intensive arable farmland with 
some bruadleavcd and coniferous woodland. 

Heathland is probably tlie key semi-natural habitat in tlic area occurring on the arid sandy soils. Small areas 
of limcstonc and acid grassland occur, thc latter often in association with the 1it.athland and thc former with 
disused quarries. 

Key Grassland Types: 
1 .  
2. 

Nationally Kare & Scarce Grassland Plant Species: 
G r e w  erict.torurn, Crassula tillam, Hypochauis glabra, Teucriurn bof y s  

Key sitcs: 
Kisby Warrcn 

Associatcd intcrcsts: 
Acid grassland occurs a s  a component of tlie Coversand grass-heath 

Calcareous (Jurnssic limestone) grassland (CG3, CG4, CG5, CG7) 
Acid grassland (Ul ,  U2, U4) 

I 

t 
Kcy Issues: 

0 

Pressure for agricultural intensification 

a 

Lack o f  management cspccially grazing management and undergrazing 

Pressurc for industrial dcvclopment particularly sand extraction 
Opportunities for creation of acid grassland /heathland on farmland and lirnesttmelacid grassland 
in disused quarries 
High rabbit nurnbcrs on farmland inhibiting attractiveness of grassland crcation to landowners 

I 

Key Objective.;: 

0 

Maintain the current extent o f  semi-natural grassland in favourable cnnservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Scck opportunitieq to expand the grassland resource 
Seek to ensure strong policies for grassland conservation appear in struclare/development plans 
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Natural area: 17. Sherwood Forest II II Lowland Grassland Significance: SOME 

Description: 
The arca situated in wcstcrn Nottinghamshire i s  undcrlain by Triassic Bunter sandstone which gives rise to 
freedraining acidic soils. 

The area is rolling in nature and lies at an average altitude of 125m. It is largely intensively farmed although 
substantial tracts of broad-lcavcd woodland and wood pasture still cIccur. 

Acid grassland ciccurs in association with the remaining fragments of lowland dwarf-shrub heath. 

I 
Key Grassland Types: 
1 .  

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Spccics: 
Carex montam, Dianthus dcltoidcs, Hypochamis xlabra 

Acid grassland (U1, U2, U4) 

Key sites: I 
Associated interests: 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Acid grassland forms a mosaic with heathland (H9) 
Breeding birds associated with heath/acid grassland. 
lnvcrtebrates associated with heath/acid grassland 

I 

r I 
Key Issues: 

Lack of grazing/undergraziii~ 
Pressure for urban develnpment 
Oppnrtunitics for grassland crcatinn on farmland 

Key Objcctivcs: 

I 
a 

Maintain the current extent of scrni-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Kcstore semi-naknral grassland in sub-optimal cmndition to optimal condition 
Scck opportunitics to cxpand the grassland resrmrce 
Seek to ensure strong policies for grassland conscrvation appear in s~ructure/dovclopmcnt plans 

- 
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Natural area: 18. Trent Valley arid Levels Lowland Grassland Significance: NOTABLE 

Description: 
An arca crf low-lying rolling terrain which consists of intensive mixed farming traversed by the Kiver Trent 
and its tributaries. The area is mostly underlain by Triassic mudstones and sandstones and Jurassic Lowcr 
Lias shales, clays and lirncstoncs with outcrops of the latter often forming well-wooded ridges. 

A large number of small neutral mcadows and pastures are scattered across a wide arca and these are the 
most important grassland type in the Natural Arm. Small, but significant areas of limestone and acid 
grassland also occur, the lattcr where outcrops of igneous Diorite and Carbonifcrous sandstone give rise to 
acidic hee-draining soils. 

I 
Kcy Grassland Types: 
1. Dry neutral grassland (MG5a,b) 
2, 
3. 
4. 

Nationally Karc & Scarcc Grassland Plant Species: 
Diuizfhus urmmia, Ocnuntlzc silaifoliu 

Key sites: 
Muston Mwdows 

Associated interests: 
1. 

Wet neutral grassland (MG4, MG11) 
Calcareous grassland on Jurassic clays/limcstoncs and Carboniferous limestone (CG2, CG3, CCA, CG5) 
Acid grassland (Ul ,  U2, U4) 

Breeding birds crf wct grassland 
I 

I 
Key Issues: 

0 

0 Overgrazing by horscs 
+ 

Prcssurc for agricultural intensification including convcxsion from hay to silagc 
Lack o f  or inappropriate agricultural management especially lack of aftcrmath g m i n g  of 
mcadows 

Opportunities for grassland creation un farmland and in disused mineral workings 
Pressure for industrial devclopmcnt especially mineral extraction 
Hydrology -maintenance o f  water tables and flooding regimes on wet grassland 

Key Objectives: 
0 Maintain the currcnt extent of semi-natural grassland in favcrurable conservation status 

Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunities to expand the grassland resource 
Seek to ensure strong policics for grassland conservation appear in structure/development plans 
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Natural area: 19. Cliarnwood Forest Lowland Grassland Significancc: NOTABLE - 
Description: 
This area rises from the surrriunding plain north-west of Leicester forming a series of rocky hills and valleys 
which rcach nearly 300m. Thc area is made up of hard ancient he-Cambrian rocks including slates, granites 
and grits which have been exposed by the wearing away of the rnudstoncs which oncc surrounded them. 

Land use i s  principally pastoral agriculture and forestry and there arc substantial arcas of mineral extraction. 
The area supports an important concentration of semi-natural habitat including a notable area of acid 
grassland. 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. 
2. Neutral grassland (MG5c) 

Nationally Tinre Q Scarce Grassland Plant Species: 

Acid grassland (UI, U2, U4) 

Key sites: I 
Associatcd interests: 
1. 
2. 

Acid grassland often occurs in a mosaic with lieathland 
Brecding birds associated with hcathland and acid grassland. 

I 
Kcy Issucs: 

Lack of  gra/ing/undergradng 
I’rcssure fnr agricultural intensification 
Opportunitit?s for grasslmd creation nn farmland 
Pressure for land use change ~ mineral extraction 
I’rcssurc for tree planting on acid grassland 

Key Objcctivcs: 

0 

Maintain the current cxtcnt of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Kestore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Scck opportunitics to expand the grassland res(iurce 
Seck to cnsurc strong policies for grassland conservaticln appear in dcvclopment/structure plans 
Seek tn ensure forestry/woodland stratcgics/subjcct plans and appropriate authorities rccognise 
the impcrrfancc of scmi-natural grassland 
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II Natural arm: 20. Lincolnshirc Lirncstcinc Lowland Grassland Significance: NOTABLE 

Description: 
This arca is ccntrcd on a ridgc of Jurassic limestone rising to 1 horn and running north-south from thc northcrn 
bnrders nf Northamptnnshire and Cambridgeshire to south Humberside. An arca of mixcd farming bu t  with 
some impwtant concentrations of ancient semi-natural woodland. 

%mc important calcarcous grasslands occur, such as the sites at Darnack and Collywcston, although many are 
in secondary situations such as  former quarries and roadside vcrgcs. 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Nationally Rare & Scarcc Grassland Plant Spccieq: 
Accras arithrupuphorum, Armcria rnarifima subsp. elongata, Carex erir&orum, Cerastium pumilurn, Euphrasia 
pseudokcmeri, Gentlanclla anglica, Hypochneris maculata, Linum prennc subsp. anglicum, Minuartia hybrga, Orckis 
ustulata, Poien tilla neurnan nia m, Pulsa tilla vulxa r i s ,  rlzrsium hum ifusum, Trifolium ochrolcucon, Vulpia unilateralis. 

Calcareous (Jurassic limestone ) grassland (CE2, CG3arb,c, CGh,b,c, CGSa, CG7a, MG5b) 
Dry neutral grassland (MG5a, b) 
Fen mendow/rusli pasture (M22a, M23, M24, M25) 

Key sites: 
1 Ancaster Valley, Barnack Hills & Holes, Castor Hanglands, Cribbs Lodge Meadow, Moor Closes, Ancaster. 

Associated interests: 
1. 
2. Limestone heath 

lnvcrtcbrates associated with calcareous grassland and scrub. 

Kcy Issucs: 
Lack o f  gra7ing/undergrazing 

a 
0 

Opportunities for creation of grassland on farmland 
lioadside verge management - support important rcsourcc of limestone grassland 
Hydrology - maintenance o f  water tables/watcr quality 

Key Objectives: 

0 

Maintain thc current cxtcnt of semi-natural grassland in favourablc conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-nptimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunities to expand the grassland rcsourcc 
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Natural arm: 21. Lincolnshire Clay Vales Lowland Grassland Significancc: SOME 

Description: 
A low-lying wide clay vale with much intensive arable land but with significant conrentratirrns o f  semi- 
natural woodland and heathland. 

The vale is underlain by Jurassic clays overlain with glacial boulder clays and, in the south, by fen ~ d g c  sands 
and gravels. 

In a grassland context, khe remaining areas o f  species-rich neutral grassland arc of some significance despite 
their fragmented nature and small sizc. 

I 

Kcy Grassland Types: 
7 .  Dry neutral grassland (MC5a,b,c) 
2. Acid grassland (U1, U2) 
3. Fen mcadow/rush pasture (M22, M23 

Nationally Kare & Scarce Grassland Plant Species: 
Dianthus armeria 

Key sites: 

Associated interests: 
1 .  Acid grassland occurs in a mosaic with wet and dry heathland 

I 1 
Key Issues: 

a Lack of grazing/undergraring 

Pressure for agricultural intensification including conversion of semi-natural grassland 
arablc/improvcd grassland 

Opportunities for grassland crcation on farmland 

Key Objectives: 

Maintain thc current extent nf semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Scek opportunities to expand the grassland rcsource 
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Natural area: 22. Lincolnshire Wolds Lowland Grassland Significancc: SOME 

Description: 
The Linctilnsliire Wolds consist o f  .a series (if rolling chalk hills and valleys rising to r.l60m, its western 
cwarpmcnt hounding thc clay valc of the Ancholme and Witham while the eastern edge overlooks the coastal 
plain and marshes. The chalk is overlain in places by glacial boulder clay and in areas the chalk has been 
crodcd to CXPC~RC crldcr non-calcarcous Crctaceous rocks. The Wolds are dciminatud by intcnsivc arable 
farming and only small fragments of chalk grassland remain on steep valley slopes and in disused yuarrics. 
Small arcas of basc-rich fcn rnmdow/rnarsh occur locally in association with springs emanating from the base 
o f  the chalk. 

Kcy Grassland Types: 
1. 
2. Fen Meadow (M22) 

Calcareous (Chalk) grassland (CG2a,d, CG3a,b,c,d, CG4a,b,c, CG5a,b, CGh, CG7 + MG5b on chalk) 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Species: 
Minunrtin hybrids 

Key sites: 
Calceby Marsh 

Associated interests: 
1. 
2. 

Hrccding birds of dry grasdand 
lnvcrtcbratcs associatcd with chalk grassland 

I 
Kcy Issucs: 

Lack o f  gra7ing/undergrazing of chalk grassland and fen meadows 
Opportunitics for grassland creation on farmland 

Kcy Objcctivcs: 

a 

Maintain thc current extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation stiltus 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seck opportunities to expand the grassland resource 
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Natural area: 23. Lincolnshire Marsh and Coast Lowland Grassland Significance: SOME 

Description: 
A low-lying area bounded to thc west by thc Lincolnshirc Wolds I the east by the North Sea roast 
and to the south by the Fcns. The area is underlain by superficial deposits including bouldcr clay, gravels and 
marine alluvium which overlie the Cretaceous rocks especially chalk. 

Thc I-'lain consists mostly of intensively farmed arable land and areas o f  semi-natural habitat arc scarce inland 
from the coast. 

A few small fragments o f  species-rich neutral grassland occur inland such as a t  Bratoft and there are a fcw 
cxpanscs nf wet coastal neutral grassland primarily o f  importance for breeding and wintering birds. 

Key Grassland Typcs: 
1. Dry ncutral grassland (MG5) 

Nationally Karc & Scarce Crassland T'lant Species: 

Kcy s i k s :  
Bratuft Meadows 

Associated interests: 
1. Breeding and wintering birds associated with st.mi-improvcd/rcver~ed wet neutral grassland including 

coastal grazing marsh. 

Kcy Issues: 

Lack o f  graxing/undergraxing 
Opportunities for grassland creation c m  farmland 

Key Objcctivcs: 

0 

Maintain the current extent of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservaticm status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Scck opportunities to expand the grassland resourcc 

I I 
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II Natural arca: 24. Middlc England Lowland Grassland Significance: SIGNIFICANT II 
Description: 
A large, gently rolling area rarely cxcccding 150m and underlain by Jurassic rocks including clays, limestones 
and sandstones, tlic latkr forming an escarpment where it outcrops. Much of the older underlying rricks are, 
however, masked by glacial sands, gravels and clays. 

An arca of intcrisivc mixcd farming supporting areas of neutral alluvial flood meadow in thc valley.; of rivers 
such as the Nene, Welland and Ouse and neutral old meadow and pasture on drier ground. 

Sites such as Portholme and Castor Flood Meadows comprisc some of the larger blocks of alluvial flood 
meadow rcmaining in England. 

Key Grassland Types: 
1. Dry neutral grassland (MESa,b) 
2. 
3. Fen meadriw (M22) 

Wet neutral grassland (flood meadow) (MG4), inundation grassland (MG11) 

Nationally Rare & ,Scarce Grassland Plant Spccies: 
Dianthus armerin, Fritillaria m,lt.n$t-is, Minunrtin hybrida, Omnthe  silaifulia, Trifuliurn ochroleucnlz. 

Kcy sites: 
Brampton Racecourse, Sudbnrough Green Lodgc Meadows, Pnrtholrnt., Upwood Meadows. 

Associated interests: 

~ 1. 
Breeding and wintering birds associatcd with wet grassland 

I 
Kcy Issues: 

0 

I 
Pressure for agricultural intensification 

Lack of grazing/undergrazing including lark of aftermath grazing of meadows 
Hydrology ~ loworcd water tablcs due to drainage, gravel extraction 
Opportunikics for grassland creation nn farmland 

Pressure for developmcnt, cspccially new roads 
I 

- 
Key Objcctivcs: 

Maintain the current cxtcnt of semi-natural grassland in favourable conservation status 
Restore semi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
Seek opportunitics to expand the grassland resourcc 
Seek t o  ensure strong policics for grassland crinservation appear in dcvelnpmenr/structurc plans 
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Natural area: 26. kkdfordshire Greensand Lowland Grassland Significance: SOME 

Description: 
This Natural Area is based on the Lower Greensand ridgc which runs SW-NE across Bedfordshire. Much of 
the Greensand is overlain by glacial boulder clay but whcrc it outcrops, the light sandy acid soils can support 
scmi-natural acid vegetation communities including heathland, grassland and woodland. The area has a 
large amount of intensive farmland with scimc cxtcnsivc tracts of coniferous plantation. 

Key Grassland Types: 
1 .  Acid grassland (U1, U2) 
2. Neutral grassland (MG5) 
3. Fen mcadow (M24, M27) 

Nationally Rare & Scarce Grassland Plant Spccics: 

Key sitcs: 

Associated intcrcsts: 
1. 
2. 
3. Rare/scarce macrofungi 

Acid grassland often occurs in asscbciation with lowland heakhland. 
lnvcrtcbrates associated with acid grassland/heathland 

I 
Key Issues: 

Lack of grazing/undcrgrazinR 

liecreational pressure 

Opportunities for grassland crcation 

Pressure for dovclopmcnt cspccially mineral working 

Hydrology - maintcnancc of water tables 

I 

Key Objcctivcs: 

0 

I 

I 

Maintain thc currcnt cxtcnt of semi-natural grassland in favourablc conservation status 
Kcstore scmi-natural grassland in sub-optimal condition to optimal condition 
St:ek upportunitics tci expand the grassland resource 
Scck to ensure that strong policies for grassland conscrvation appear in 
development /structurc/subjcct plans 
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