
Comparison of representation of grassland an NNRs, NCR sites 
and SSSIs 

The comparative representation of grassland types in sites with national status 
and protection is summarised in Table 14. Representation is a complex function 
of extent of the resource and evolving criteria for site selection and perceived 
threats, set against a changing pattern of land use. The development of the 
Natural Areas concept will allow representation relevant to the 1990s to be 
examined. Nevertheless some comments can be made on the national data 
gathered to date. 

On a national scale, the NNR and NCR series have a greater preponderance of 
calcareous grassland (especially chalk grassland) compared to the SSSI series 
(Table 14). This m y  in part be due to the early recognition of the importance of 
calcareous grasslands, reflected in the acquisition of NNRs and choice of NCR 
sites. The SSSI series is more balanced in terms of calcareous/neutral grasslands, 
perhaps partly due to the more recent recognition of the scarcity of neutral 
grasslands and their rapid rate of loss. It should be remembered that even though 
the numbers of sites with neutral grassland approach those with calcareous 
grasslands, the actual area notified is much less as most neutral grasslands are 
only a few hectares in size. As a comparison, the 1995 national collation of chalk 
grassland information found that 75% of calcareous grassland on chalk is now 
S I ,  ie 19,000 ha. This is about double the entire national resource of botanically 
interesting neutral grassland (Table 2). 

Lowland wet grassland is identified as a priority habitat for conservation in the 
English Nature’s review of context and priorities for bird conservation (Brown 
and Grice 1993) and by the RSPB (Housden et al1991). Examination of the under- 
representation of wet neutral grassland in the NNR and NCR series, when 
cornpared to %I, would appear to be timely (Table 14). 

Knowledge of the extent and nature conservation interest of lowland acid 
grasslands is limited and this type may not be adequately represented on 
statutory sites. Acid grassland i s  usually present in a mosaic with other habitats, 
principally heathland. Table 13 shows that 80% occurs in sit& with other 
habitats, and in two thirds of sites it is associated with other grassland types. 

Table 14 Percentage representation of grassland types in NNRs, NCR 
sites and SSSIs 

grassland I I I 

Note: Sites ran contain more than one typc of grassland 
*Note: Interpretation difficult, m y  include some mire types. 
tWet neutral (28%) +wet neutral grassland/fen (9%) 
**Excludes Calaminarhn (mehllophyte) sites (3) 
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7.4 Representation of grassland on SSSIs in relation to the total 
resource 

At present there i s  a lack of comprehensive national information about areas of 
grassland on SsSls or in the wider countryside, but a few examples are listed 
below from individual counties where estimates have been made. An exception 
is for chalk grassland where the national assessment of current SSSI status 
indicated that 304 SSIs include calcareous grassland, covering 75% of the 
resource. 

The proportion of the resource that is scheduled is very variable across 
geographic areas and between grassland types. When the composition and 
characteristics of Natural Areas are worked out, these variations and the rationale 
for them, i f  any, needs to be examined in detail. 

CI Dorset, neutral grassland (Porky and Ulf-Hansen 1991) - 79% in SSSI. 

U East Sussex, neutral grassland (Steven 3990) - 18,6% of known resource in 
SSSI and LNRs. 

Cl Yorkshire Dales Area of Search, neutral grassland (Mercer 1992) - 0.4% of 
a relatively large resource (c.2800 ha) in SSSIs. 

Cr Bedfordshire, neutral grassland (Soden 1989) x 38% in SsSIs. 

U Worcestershire, neutral grassland (NVC type MG5) (Stephen 1993) - 12% 
in SSSIs. 

Cl East Midlands (Beds, Carnbs, Leics, Lincs, Northants), Jurassic (Oolitic) 
limestone grassland (Soden 1991) - 87% in SSSIs. 

8. Non-statutory priorities 
Apart from statutory and NCR designations, the relative priorities for the conservation 
of grassland habitats and species have been expressed in a number of ways. 

8.1 Biodiversity report for the UK 

The report of the UKSteering Croup (1995) lists key habitats which merit costed 
action plans and are thus priorities for conservation action. Key habitats are 
defined as: 

0 those for which the UK has an internarional obligation; 

U habitats at risk, eg with a high rate of decline, or which are rare; 

0 areas important for key speices; 

0 areas, particularly marine areas, which may be critical for organisms 
inhabiting wider ecosystems. 
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Grassland key habitats or those where grassland is an important element of the 
habitat are: 

r;II Lowland hay meadows 

0 Upland hay meadows 

0 Lowland dry acid grassland 

a *Purple moor grass and rush pastures 

0 Lowland calcareous grassland 

U *Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh 

Cl Lowland wood pastures and parklands 

(* these habitats have costed action plans described in Volume 2 of the report. 
Other action plans wiU be produced over the next few years). 

8 2 Habitat conservation priorities in England 

A report produced by English Nature’s Habitats Branch, before EN’s 
reorganisation (Moffat 1994), identified conservation priorities for habitats based 
on several criteria such as international importance, area in England, loss since 
1940, threat, and fragmentation. The study did not take account of individual 
species supported by the habitats and was intended to be used with species 
information to provide framework for setting targets for action. The relative 
priorities assigned to lowland grassland habitats are shown in Table 15. 
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Table 15 
(A = highest priority, E = lowest). 

Priority for action for English habitats 

Habitat 
Brackish lagoons 

1 

Habitat priority 

I Chalkcliffs I 

Lowland wet heath 
Maritime heath 
Raised mire 
Sollgenous base poor fen (lowland) 
Topogenous base rich fen 
Upland blanket mire * 

A 

Upland calcareous grasslands 
- Upland dwarf shrub 

Beech/yew woods 
Dune wetlands 
Eastern oakwoods 
Eutraphic running waters 
Fen meadow 
Intertidal sand and mudflats 

Western oakwoods 
Coastal dunes 
Hard cliffs 

% 

Other woods 
Reservoirs 
Running waters (degraded) 
Standing waters (degraded) - 
Upland acidic - passland 

C 

E 

Hedws 
Maritime masslands 
Oligootrophic running waters 

~ D 

Wet woodland 
Arable 
Coniferous plantations 



8.3 Natural Area profiles 

Bird habitat 
Montane 
Upland heaths 
Upland mires 
Uplands grasslands 
Broad leaved woods/scrub 

Following the development of English Nature’s Natural Area concept, the 
national significance of each Natural Area in terms of its botanically interesting 
semi-namd grassland has been assessed Oefferson 19%). The ratings range from 
’outstanding‘ with more than 40% of the England resource a grassland type or 
three or more types with 10-40%, to ‘negligible# for Natural Areas where semi- 
natural lowland grassland is extremely scarce. Examples of outstanding Natural 
Areas are Bxeckland, Greater Cotswolds, and the North Pennines. 

Priority Rating 
LOW 

Medium 
Medium 

LOW 

Medium , ,  

8.4 Priority habitats for birds 

The report by Brown and Grice (1993) described the broad habitats of particular 
sigruficance for birds, either for nesting, feeding, loafing and roosting. In addition 
the relative priorities among these habitats for bird conservation were defined 
and are shown in summary form in Table 16. Lowland wet grassland i s  a high 
priority while dry grassland is regarded as a medium priority. 

Table 16 Prioritization of bird habitats in England 

Built up arms I LOW I 
Priority ranking was scored accordhg to the following criteria: Area of habitat, past losses, predicted 
losses and number of priority bird species. 
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8.5 Lower plant assemblages 

The UK Plant Conservation Strategy (Palmer 1994), lists several assemblages of 
lower plants (bxyophytes, lichens, fungi and algae) that are internationally 
important. These assemblages are described in Table 17 and those that are related 
to grassland habitats in England are highlighted. 

Table 17 Internationally important assemblages of lower plants 

Bryophytes, lichens and hngi  of Atlantic woodlands, especially those of western Scotland. 

Atlantic-influenced arctic-alpine communities. 

Bryophytes of raised and blanket mires. 

The northern Atlantic hepatic mat, a liverwort cornunity unique to Ireland and the west of 
Scotland. 

Bryopytes and lichens of machair grassland (found only in western Ireland and Scotland) and 
dune communities. 

I Lichen and brvovhvte assemblages of rockv sea coasts. 

I Brvoahvte communities of sandstone formations in south-eastern Enaland. 

Lichen and fungus assemblages of Caledonian pine forest. 

Epiphytic bryophytes and lichens of ancient parkland trees and pasture woodlands. 

Pollution-sensitive epiphyk assemblages still frequent in the western UK but which have 
declined or disappeared elsewhere in Europe. 

Algae of brackish lagoons and estuaries. 

Marine algal communities, including maerl beds, Ascophyllurn nodosum var. mrkaii  beds, 
communities of tide-swept narrows associated with sea lochs/loughs and communities of 
micro-algae on chalk cliffs. 

8.6 Species Recovery Programme 

English Nature has a programme to actively improve the survival prospects of 
rare and endangered species, through action such as species reintroduction and 
habitat management. Grassland species that are either being proposed, or that 
are in projects that are pre, full or post-recovery in type in 1995/96 are listed in 
Table 18. 
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Table 18 

Apium ~epens (Crecping marshwork) 

Cyp7ipedium calceollls (Lady's slipper orchid) 

SCkYUnfhUS V n i S  F05tTUtUS (hTf?I'UIhl h W d )  

Invertebrates 

Species Recovery Programme projects that cover grassland 
species 

Wet grassland 

Calcareous grassland/woodland 
edge 

Breck acid grassland 

I 

r- - - 

Dectim amcioorus (Wart-biter cricket) 

Gyllotalpa Xryllotalpu (Mole cricket) 

Eryllus campestris (Field cricket) 

Mndinea nrion (Large blue butterfly) 

Siona Iineuta (Black-veined moth) 

Birds 

Burhinus oedicnemus (Stone curlew) 

Calcareous grassland 

Wet grassland 

Acid grassland 

Calcareous grassland 

Calcareous grassland 
w 

- 
Calcareous grassland 

I Svecies I Grassland type I 
I ~ o w e r ~ l a n t s  I I 

. I -&kland lichens, BueZZia asterella, Fdgensia fdgens, I Calcareous grassland 
Squamnrin lentigera 

Vascular plants 

9. Incentive schemes and agreements on lowland grassland 

In response to the losses and fragmentation of the lowland grassland resource several 
incentive schemes have been developed and now cover several thousand hectares of 
grassland, 

9.1 Targeting schemes: the County Grassland Inwentories 

In 1992, the grassland specialists in English Nature initiated a project to index and 
map all lowland passlands which had known botanical interest. The project 
primarily utilises Phase 2 grassland survey records from the extensive surveys 
carried out in the 1980s and early 1990s by the NCC and English Nature. 
Lnventories have now been produced for most counties and all counties will be 
completed by the end of 1996. A sample map and page from the spreadsheet 
index is shown in Appendix 2, together with the rationale behind the choice of 
sites far the inventories. The principal use of the inventories is to target incentive 
schemes, particularly Environmentally Sensitive Area schemes and the 
Countryside Stewardship Scheme. 

9.2 SSSIs: Wildlife Enhancement Schemes 

English Nature has developed a number of WES for suites of SSSIs in particular 
areas. The aim is to provide standardised positive payments to land mangers to 
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maintain or restore the wildlife interest of these SSIs. Grasslands rely heavily on 
continued management to conserve their characteristic species assemblages and 
figure prominently in the WES developed to date. A list of WES related to inland 
grassland habitats is given in Table 19. 

Yorkshire Dales Meadows and Pastures 

Craven Limestone Grasslands, Yorkshire 

I Whjte peak habitats 

Table 19 Wildlife Enhancement Schemes that include grassland habitats 

Neutral grasslands 

Calcareous grassland 

Calcareous and neutral grasslands 

I Grassland type I Namc of Scheme I 

Magnesian Limestone Grasslands, North-East 
England 

Culm Grasslands, Devon & Cornwall 

Hereford &WorccsterGrasslands 

Vales of Yorkshire Lowland Wet Grasslands 

Avon Levels and Moo= 

I North Yorks Moors Meadows and Pastures I Neutral and calcareous grasslands I 

Calcareous grassland 

Wet and neutral grasslands, fen meadow 

Neutral grasslands 

Wet grassland including flood meadows 

Wet grassland 

- 

ESA name 

+* Breckland 

Grassland types 

Acid and calcareous grasslands including 
lichen graspheath. 

9.3 Environmentally Sensitive Areas 

North Peak 

* Pennine Dales 

These areas are defined by MAFF and the first ones were designated in71987-1988. 
To date 22 Areas have been designated and cover particular parts of the 
countryside where the landscape, wildlife and historic interest are of national 
importance. The scheme was set up to provide incentives to farmers to manage 
these features in a traditional, less-intensive way as compared to modern farming 
methods. English Nature contributed to the choice of Areas and a number of 
them have significant value for their lowland grassland, either botanically 
interesting grassland or grassland supporting important species interest. The 
ESAs and their grassland significance are listed in Table 20. 

Primarily upland, very limited area of 
enclosed grassland, mostly improved. 

Northern neutral hay meadows. 

Table 20 Environmentally Sensitive Areas and their lowland grassland 
interest 

+* Sornersct Levels and Moors 

South Downs 

Suffolk River Valleys 

some neutral grassland. 

Wet passlands including fen meadows. 

Calcareous grasslands. 

Mix of wet grassland, neutral meadows 
and reed bed. 

I +TheBroads I Wet =assland. I 

I Clun I Mix of upland and lowland including I 

I Testvalley I River and wet massland. I 
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ESAname Grassland types 

Mix of heath, coastal and enclosed 
grassland, mostly improved. 

River and wet grassland including Water 
meadows. 

West Penwith 

+ Avon Valley 

Exmoor Primarily upland, some unimproved 

* The Lake District 

enclosed grassland. 

Upland and dales with northern neutral 
meadows, wet grassland and calcareous 
massland. 

I +North Kent Marshes I Coastal grazing marsh. I 
* South Wessex Dawns 

South West Peak 

Calcareous grassland. 

Mainly upland, a little unimproved 
enclosed aassland. 

.. 

I Mix of woodland, grassland, heath and I mire including unimpmved wet acid 
I I mssland/fen meadow, I 

* The Cotswold Mills 

Damnoor Principally upland but enclosed 

Calcareous grassland. 

grassland includes wet acid 

t- The Essex Coast 

*The Shropshire Hills 

*The Upper Thames Tributaries 

grassland/fen meadow. 

Coastal grazing marsh. 

Upland and woodland and some 
enclosed grassland, some unimproved 
nmutral/acid grassland. 

Rivers and wet grassland including flood 

I _ _  I meadows on neutral substrates. I 
* Significant for lowland grassland of botanical interest 
+ Sigruhcant for species especially birds and/or ditch fauna and flora 

9.4 Countryside Stewardship Scheme 

The Counbyside Stewardship Scheme is sirnilar to the ESA scheme in that it 
offers management agreements to enhance and conserve important English 
landscapes, their wildlife habitats and history. Payments are made for changes 
in farming and land management practice which produce conservation benefits 
or improved access and enjoyment of the countryside. The scheme differs from 
the ESA scheme in that it is open to any land managers, including voluntary 
bodies and local authorities and applies anywhere in England where certain 
landscapes occur. Most of the qualrEying landscapes have some lowland 
grassland component, in several cases it is the predominant feature, The 
landscapes are: 

0 Chalk and limestone grassland. 

0 Waterside land 

0 Uplands. 

This includes wet meadows, 
gazing marshes and wet pastures. 

These include enclosed 
unimproved hay meadows. 



CI Historic landscapes. 

0 Old orchards. 

These include wood-pasture and 
parklands where grazing can be re- 
introduced and the restoration of 
historic irrigated water meadows. 

The grassland beneath the trees is 
included for payments and can be 
unimproved in character. 

0 Old meadows and pastures. All acid and neutral unimproved 
lowland grassland including wet 
acid grassland and fen meadows. 

9.5 Monitoring of SSSIs, schemes and ageeements 

All the incentive schemes have monitoring requirements. English Nature has 
undertaken a sample survey of lowland grassland SsSIs (Sketch 1995) as part of 
the organisation’s monitoring strategy for SSSIs. The survey was based on a 
stratified random sample of site management units so that wider conclusions 
could be drawn about the condition of the SSSI series as a whole. Approximately 
50% of the units were managed with the help of incentive schemes. 

The County Grassland Inventories have a useful role to play in the monitoring of 
the effectiveness of wider incentive schemes outside the SSSI series, 
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Appendix 1 Nature Conservation Review Sites which have 
lowland grassland as a principal interest 

Note: The list includes metallophyte (Calamharian) sites and fen meadow/wet acid grassland 
sites. 
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NCR SITE AREA SSSI NAME COUNTY ARF,A=SSSI. 
IF NU, SSSI 
AREA = ( 1 
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TYPE 

196.2 Compton Down Isle of Wight L23 Compton Down 

L24 Martin and Tidpit Downs t $95.3 Martin and Tidpit Downs f Harlts 

109.3 a) Beacon Hill Hants L25 Old Winchester Hi1 
b) Old Winchester Hill 

t26 Pewsey Downs 505.3 Pewsey Downs I WiIts 

L27 Wylye Down 80.9 Wyiye & Church Dean Downs WiIts 

L28 hescornbe Down 83.2 I FrescombeDown Wilts 
I 1 

list 

Yes Chalk grassland (infiuenced by maritime conditions) 

No (379.5) I Chalk grassland + Chalk heath 
I 

Yes a) 44.8 Chalk grassland + Chalk heath 
b) 64.6 

Yes Chalk grassland 

Yes Chalk grassland 

Yes Chalk grassland 

t22 Aston Upthorpe Down 37.6 Aston Upthorpe Downs uxon No (38.7) in Chalk grassland t Juniper (main interest) + Chalk scrub 
1992 Coredata 

L29 Knighton Down 203.7 Knighton Downs & Woods 

L30 Steeple Langford, Cow Down 8t Clifford 
Bottom (21.75) 

I 
21 -8 Steeple Langford Down 

Wilts Yes Chalk grassland 

Wilts Yes (21.73 Chalk grassland 

L31 Bowerchdke Downs (was called 120.9 Bowerchalke Downs Wilts 
Woodminton Down-Knowle Hill] 

No (128.6) in Chalk grassland 
1992 Coredata 

I I I 
L34 Parsonage Down 188-6 Parsonage Down Wilts I Yes 

L35 Scratchbury & Cotley Hills I 53.5 Scratchbury & Cotley Hills I Wilts Yes 

Chalk grassland 

Chalk grassland 

L36 forton Down 1209.6 Porton Down Wilts (+ €€ants No (1227.4) in 
in SSSI list) 1992 Coredata) 

Chalk grassland + Chalk heath + Juniper 

L37 Tennyson Down 276.3 Headon W m n  &West High Me of Wight Yes Chdk grassland + Chalk heath + Chalk scrub (maritime 
I Down influence) 

L38 Ellesborough 8t Khble  Warrens 94.4 a) Eliesborough & Kimble 
Wanens 
b) Grangelands 62 Ful& Hill 

Bucks Yes Chalk grassland + Box scrub 
a) 68.9 
b) 25.5 

L39 Burghclere Beacon 83.1 Burghclere Beacon H a m  Yes f83.2) in 
1492 Coredata 

Chalk grassland + Juniper 

massland 



NCR SITE 

I I t 
542.1 Bulford Downs & Beacon Hill Wilts L41 Bulford Down 

1 AREA 1 S S S f  NAME 1 COUNTY I AREA=SSSI. I 
IF NO, SSSI 
A R E A = ( )  I 

No (552.3) in 
1992 Coredata 

ChaIk grassland + Juniper + Chalk scrub 

TYPE 

Oldbury Castle & Cherhill Downs) 

L43 North Meadow, Cricklade 

L#CIattingerFa~~,Oaksey 

Wet neuval grassland 

Wilts No (57.5) in ' Wet neutral grassland 

44.4 Nor& Meadow, Cricklade Wilts Yes 
I t 

1992 Coredata 

L45 3ransbury Common 155,6 Bransbury Common 

Yes a) 85.6 
b) 167.2 

Hmts Yes NeutraI grassland (wet) i old water meadow + fen 

Neutral grassland 

L46 Lower Woodford Water Meadows 23.9 Lower Woodford Water WiItS 
Meadows 

I I 

meadow 

Yes Neural grassland (Water Meadow) 

1 
t 4 7  Pixey & Yamton Meads, Port Meadow 

Yes 

a) Pixey & Yamton Meads Oxon 
b) Port Meadow with 
Wolvercote Common & 

Yes a) 25.0 
b) 12.1 
c) 31.3 

t49 Homington, Odstock & Clearbury Downs 

No (63.7) in 
1992 Coredata 

Yes 

Yes 

68.4 a) Homington & Coombe Wilts 
Bissett Downs 

1977 Grade 2 Chalk grassland Now not of national 
importance for grassland. 

Chalk grassland (not described in detail in 1977) 

[ L a  Fyfield Down] 325.3 Fyfield Down 

ChaIk grassland + Chalk quarry. 

Wilts 

Not described in detail in 1977. Chalk grassland 

Not described in 1977 in detail. Chalk grassland 

b) Odstock Down 
c) Clearbury Down 

L50 Noar Hill 70.1 

55 

Noar €€ill Hmts 

€31 Throope Down 39.4 Throope Down Wilts 

L55 lvinghoe Hills, Steps Kill and Pitstone 259.50 a) Ivinghoe Hills Bucks Yes a) 21 2.3 
Bill b) Pitstone Hiff No b) (21.3) in 

1992 Coredata 

Chalk grassland 



NCR SETE AREA 

L56 Coombe Hill (Wendover1 1 51.2 

L58 Minsmere/West€eeton Heaths & Marshes 2005.7 

L60 Stanford-Wreiham Heaths 5204.1 

L61 Icklingham Heaths 511.3 

LS2 Lakenheath = Elveden Heaths 964.9 

LS3 Foxhole Heath 84.5 

L64 Weeting Heath I 140.8 

L65 "hetford Heaths 557.0 

L65 Risby Warren €50.8 

LS7 Knocking Hoe 
~ 

L68 Barton Hills I 47.5 

I I I 
SSSI NAME I COUNTY I AREA=SSSI. I 

IF NO, SSSI 
TYPE 

1 A R E A = ( )  1 
1 f 

Coombe Hill I Bucks I Yes ! JuniDer (chalk) scrub + chalk grassland + acid nrassland) 
1 1 

MhrnereNestleton Heaths & Suffolk Yes Acid grassland 
Marshes Fen meadow 

1 I t 
a) Stanford Training Area Norfolk 
(4740) 
b) East Wretham Heath (150) 
c) Bridgeham - Brettenham 

No (4597) 
No (141.1) 
No (446.0) 

Calcareous {chalk) grassland + Acid grasdand + Juniper 
Acid grassland 
Acid and chalk grassland 

a) Cavenham/IcMingham Suffolk No (385.0) 
Heaths ( 175+ 160) 
b) Deadman's Crave, No (I26,3) 

a) Lakenheath Warren (537) 
b) Wangford Warren & Carr 
(60t IS)  
c) Weather & Horn Heath + 
d) Eerner's Heath, Icklingham 
(331) 
e) Maidcross Hill (Heath) 
Lakenheath (26) 
f l  Lordswell Field, Eriswell (8) 

Suffolk L No (570.6) 
No (65.6) 

No (130.8) 
No (149.6) 

No (45.2) 

No (3.1) 

Calc. (Chalk) grassland 

Chalk grassland + Acid grasdand 

Chalk grassland + Acid grassland 
Acid grassland + Grass heath 

Acid grassland 
Heath 

Acid grassland + Chalk grassland 

Cdc (Chalk) GrassIand + Acid grassland 

Foxhole Heath I Suffolk Yes Cdcareous (chalk) grassland + Acid grass heath 

Weeting Heath Norfolk YeS Chalk grassland + acid grassland 

a) Thetford Heath Norfolk & ?(262.0) Cdcareous (Chalk) grassland + Acid grassland 
b) Barnhamcross Common Suffdk (35) 
c) Litkle Heath, B h a m  Chalk grassland 

Risby Warren Humberside Yes Acid grassland + Grass heath + Calcareous grassland 
(was Lines) (Jurassic limst.) 

Knocking Hoe Beds Yes Chalk grassland but for uncommon spp assemblage 

Barton Hills I Beds Yes Chalk wassfand + Chalk scrub 

56 
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NCR SlTE AREA SSSE NAME 

I I E 

I I 

COUNTY 

L132 East Dale 15.6 Fordon Chalk Grasslands HwbrsidelN. 
Y orks 

L134 Gait Barrows 68.6 Gait Barrows Lancs 

L133 Humphrey Head 12.4 

L135 Hutton Roof Crags & Farleton Knott 

L135 Whitbarrow Scar 918.2 

675.8 

AREA=SSSI. 
IF NO, SSSI 

TYPE 

AREA = ( 1 I 
No (56.1) Chalk grassland 

Humphrey Head f Cumbria 

a) Hutton Roof Crags Cumbria 
b) Farleton Knott 

Whitbarrow Cumbria 

No (29.5) Rant assemblage (main interest) t Carb. limst. grrtssland. 

L137 Scout & Cunswick Scars 364.3 Scout & Cunswick Scars 

Yes Limestone pavement (main interest) + limestone grassland 
+ Limestone scrub 

Limestone pavement (main interest) Carbon. lirnst. 
grassland + limst. heath 

Carb. limst. grassland + limst. heath + limst. scree + Cdc. 
scrub 

Carb. limst. grassland + f i s t .  heath + limst. scree + Calc. 

Yes a) 391.7 
bf 284.1 

No (1156.8) 

No (370.31 + Cumbria 
1 scrub 
1 

~ ~~ 

L138 ThrislingLon Plantation I 8.8 rnislington 

L139 Orton Mezdows 11.9 Orton Pastures 

Neutral + wet neutral grassland + Fen meadowRush 

Carb. limst. grassland + scree 

Durham 

Cumbria 

Yes Marmesian limst. grassland 

Lf40 Crosby Gill 1 120.0 

L142 Derwent Ings 1027.8 

59 

Crosby Gili I Cumbria 

a) Breighton Meadows )Humber/ 
b) Denvent h g s  jN Yorks 
c) Melbourne lngs gL Thornton Humber 
h3s  
d) Newton Mask Humber 

L143 Gowk Bank 14.7 Gowk Bank Cumbria 

L144 Upper Teesdale Meadows 47.5 Upper Teesdab Durham 

L147 h s i d e  Knott gt Wmon Crag 147.7 a) Amside Knott Cumbria 
b) Warton Crag Lancs 



I 1 1 I t 

L161 Wendlebury Meads 

NCR SITE I AREA I ~ S ~ N A M E  I COUNTY I AREA=SSSI. I 
IF NO, SSST 

54.0 Wendleblrry Meads and uxon 
Mansmoor Closes 

TYPE 

L152 Oxclose I 140. t Oxclose 

I [ A R E A = ( )  I 
I P 

N. Yorks 

L159 Draycote Meadows (NCR Appendix) Draycote Meadows Neutral grassImd 

e) Lmbky River Shingles 

OUTSIDE PUBLISHED NCR 
t I t 

Wydon Nab 
b) Ninebanks River Shingle 
c)  Wharmley Riverside 
d) Williamston River Shingfe 

L165 Tyne/AlIen River Gravels 13.5 a> Bumfoot River Shingles & 

I I I 
t 

Northumb. 

L157 Nene Washes 13 10.0 Nene Washes Cambs 

L179 Allcaster ValIey 1 1 .O Ancaster Valley Lirlcs 

Somerset 

L182 Sudborough Green Lodge Meadows 

Somerset 

13.5 Green Lodge Meadows, NO&Zll& 
Sudborough 

No (73.2) 

L188 North Somerset Levels 

Yes 

2767.5 a) Tealham L Tadham Moors 
b) Westhay Moor 
c) Catcott Edghton & Chilton 
Moors 
d) Shapwick Heath 

No a) 20.3 

b) 5.6 
c) 6 3  
d) I.5 
e) 4.2 

YeS 

L189 Kings Sedgemoor & Moorlinch 

Yes 

No (10.5) 

1064.0 a) Kings Sedgemoor 
b) Moorlinch 

Yes 

Yes 

NO 
a) 9 f7.6 
b) 513.7 
c> 1083.0 
d) 335.3 

NO 
a) 822.0 
b) 226,O 

Neutral grassland 

Carb. limst. grassland + Metallophyte assemblage (main 
interest) 

Metallophyte assemblage (main interest) 

Neutral wet grassland; omithologicd interest (main 
interest) 

Neutral grassland 

Calcareous grassland in 1992 grass SSSI list (Jurassic 

Neutral grassland 

Neurrd grassland (Sounds similar to northern hay 
meadow) 

No NCR description 
Neutral grasdand + Fen medowPush pasture9 
Wet neutral grassland in 1992 
grass SSSI list 

Wet neutral grassland t Ornithology (main interest) 





NCR SITE 

M-121 Wyre Forest 

I AREA 

897.5 

P18 Redgrave - South Lopham Fen 

c0tsw01ds Commons & 
Beechwoods 

124.9 I 
Gloucestershire 

Wyre Forest 

~ 

W123 Hamps & Manifold Valleys 

Hereford 8, 
Worcester 

~~ 

285.2 I 
Feckenham Forest W132 Chaddesley -Randon Woods Hereford & 

Worcester 
1 170 

Skoska Wood W155 Skoska Wood 1' 68.9 North 
Yorkshire 

SSSf NAME COUNTY 

I N;El: 
Redgrave & Lopham Fens 

Hamps 62 Manifold Valleys Staffs 

ARE A = S S S € . 
IF NO, SSSI 
AREA = { 

TYPE 

Yes Fen meadow 

Yes  1 Fen Meadow/&& pasture 

Yes furassic limestone grassImd I 
Yes NeutraI grassland r 
No 
507.3 

Carboniferous limestone grassland I 
Neutral grassland 

223.5 

Carboniferous Ilmestone grasdand 

62 



Appendix 2 County Grassland Inventories 

1. Rationale and criteria 

2. 

3. 

Sample page from spreadsheet index 

Sample 10 km map showing grassland sites 



1. 

THX ENGLISH NATURE GRASSLAND INVENTORY 

Rationale 

This inventory has been produced by English Nature (EN) with the aim of making lowland grassland data 
available for conservation management schemes in the wider countryside. English Nature, its predecessor 
body, the Nature Conservancy Council (NCC) and other organisatians, have over the last 15 years built 
up a large body of site-specific information through Phase 2 survey (see Note 1). This level of information 
allows an assessment to be made of the botanical conservation value of a site. With the introduction of 
management schemes such as Countryside Stewardship and larger initiatives such as Environmentally 
Sensitive Areas (ESAS), there is now an opportunity for this information to be used in targeting resources 
and identifying sites of particular value, This inventory is designed to aid that process. . .  

The inventory highlights sites for which EN or other organisations bold detailed information. Lowland 
grassland is broadly defined as enclosed grassland occurring at, or below, 300 m above sea level. Sites 
include fen meadows and selected swamp communities and those unimproved lowland grasslands defmed 
as of high-botanical interest in Guidelinesfor the selection of biological SWS' (NCC, 1989), but exclude 
maritime and sea cliivegetation. The fen meadow and swamp communities have been included because 
they are often part of the farmland landscape and frequently occur in mosaics with grassland communities 
(see Note 2). Sites were included according to the following criteria: 

I high botanical interest 

* post-1980 survey data 

* minimum size of 0.5 ha (1OOm len,gh for linear features) 

- information which is easily located and held as a readily accessible record. 

The majority of site information which met these criteria derived from systematic surveys. These sites 
include SSSIs and non-SSSIs. In special circumstances, due to local considerations, Sites which do not 
meet all  the criteria have been included. 

* .  use 

The sites arc magped on 10 x 10 h grid squares at a 1:50,000 scale, using reduced 1:25,000 maps, Each 
site has a unique site code, to avoid possible confusion, for examples where sites have multiple names. 
The code is made up of an abbreviation of the county name, e.g. BK for Berkshire, the grid square the site 
is located in and an dph&ticaa&cvnumerical code identifytng the individud site, for example BKJSU36IAOl 
for Any Hill, Berkshire. Where sites occur on more than one map, the site code may not be shown on each 
map. In these cases, the code can be found on adjacent maps. The site listing overleaf is ordered 
according to this code. Basic information, e.g. grid reference, grassland type, site area and conservation 
status, is presented and indicates that more detailed site information is held by EN or other organisations. 
Grid squares which do not contain any known sites have been included for a fuller picture of the spread 
of sites and data held for the county. 

On many sites, habitats other than grassland may occur. Clear delineations of habitat types are frequently 
not practical at the scale used and consequently the complete site has been mapped without habitat 
divisions. The area shown therefore may include habitats other than grasslands of high botanical interest, 
All SSSrS with a significant gmssland component have been included but a number of these will include 

1. Sites of Special Scientific Interest 



1. cont. 

other habitats within the site boundary shown. Data for disjunct yet related areas of grassland, such 
along the line of a chalk escqrnent, may have been collected as m e  site and consequently the grassland 
will be mapped as one site, The area surveyed and the site mapped may not always coincide with either 
the SSSI boundary as notified, or field boundaries. 

This inventory is provisional and is designed to be used as a guide. Some of the figures presented are 
estimates and the quality of data may vary site to site. There may be little or no data for the years 
following the main survey date. Consequently, given the rate of grassland change and loss, the data are 
likely to contain same inaccuracies or differences when compared with the present day situation. The 
inventory r u r c e  2 . .  . .  wh-* 

Whilst the document is intended for positive use in the planning and targeting of countryside management 
schemes, the potentially sensitive nature of the information is appreciated and consequently distribution 
is being limited to a restricted number of organisations concerned with conservation and countryside 
management. . ”  

Distribution to national headquarters or organisations is being undertaken by EN headquarters at 
Peterborough whilst local distribution is being undertaken by Local Area Teams based at local EN oEces. 

If you require further data on any of the sites listed, reference should be made to your local English Nature 
office, Quoting the site code will enable thc staff to identify the site data and advise you accordingly. It 
would be helpful if you could pass new information on the loss of known sites or the discovery of new 
sites to your local English Nature office. 

1. Phase 1 survey is a standardised system that was devised by the NCC for classifying arid mapping 
habitats, in which land is allocated to one of ninety specified habitat typed. 

Phase 2 is the more detailed level of survey, at which vegetation is defined according to its plant 
communities as categorised, for example, in the National Vegetation Classification. (British 
Plant Communities Volume 2 - Mires and Heaths, Volume 3 - Grassland and Montme 
Communities and Volume 4 - Swamps and Aquatic CommUnities. J. Rodwell (ed), Cambridge 
University Press 1991, 1992 and in press respectively). 

2. Cornunities covered by the inventory, in addition to those unimproved lowland grassland 
communities defined as being of high botanical interest iu Guidelhs far the selection of 

and m h  pastam), S5 ( G i y c ~ &  marima swamp), S22 (Glyceriafluiranr water-margin vegetation) 
and S28 (Pfualuris orundinacea tall-herb fen). 

bidogicd SSSIS (NCC, 1989), NVC ~~mmUnitie~ M13, M16, M22-M28 (mires, fen meadows 

Maps are reproduced from the Ordnance Survey 1:25,000 with the permission of the ContmIIer 
of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office 0 Crown Copyright. 
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SITE CODE ISUA. CODE ]SITE NAME GRlD REF SSSI NAME(II known) 

CLOSE HILLS 
CARR HOUSE 
EAST STONESDALE (2 target notes) 
HILL TOP, field 3 
HILL TOP. field 1 
HILL TOP, field 2 
HOGGARTHS, field t 
HOGGARTHS, fiefd 2 
HARKERS HOUSE, bobm field 
MRKERS HOUSE, west field 
HARKERS HOUSE. east field 
KELD 
KELD 
KELD 
KEtD 
KEFD 
RAVEN SWT 
SMITHY XOLME 
SMITHY HOLME 
SCAR CLOSES. KISDON SIDE 
ARKENGARTHDACE, field 2 
ARKENGARTHDALE, field 1 
ARKLE BECK MEADOWS, W A W  
ARKLE 8ECK SIDE 
BOULDERSHAW 
FOTHERING HOLME 
HiGH FAGGERGILL 
KISDON FORCE WOODS 
LOW FAGGERGILL 
near STIKEY PIECE WOOD 

IATE OF COUNTY 
WRVEY 

STATUTORY 
CONSERVATION STATUS 

NYINYBOICOI 
NYJNY801C02 
NY/NY8OIEOl 
NYINY801HQl 

NYINY801H03 
MY/NYBOIHO2 

NZ00t038 
N 2 0 3 5 W 4 
NZ03800f 
N.2072033 
NZ056021 
NZ052049 
N z 0 0 5 0 2 2 
fd Z 0 0 2 0 3 3 
NZ001029 
NZ001530 

NZ054013 
NZO60014 
MO17021 
NZO5 1026 
N 2 0 6 2 0 2 6 
N 2 0 6 3 0 2 7 

~ ~ 0 0 4 0 2 a  

SE-29 
SE-79 
SE-1 50, f 51 
NYBO-2 
NY80-8 
NYBO-10 

1 
NY865020 
NYBB9026 
hY 893W 3 
NY860019 
NY860017 
NY862013 
NY67t014 
MY870014 
NY86.5019 
NYBS202U 
MY864022 
NY387015 
MY891022 
NY8890f5 
NY89IOlS 
NYBS1014 
~ ~ 8 5 8 0 3 4  
NY570Of 7 
MY87503 6 
NY893000 
MY988065 

Harkers House Meadows 
Harkers House Meadows 
Harkers House Meadows 

Harkers House Meadows 
Harkers House Meadows 

Smr Closes, Kisdon Side 

1985 
1985 
$930 
3980 
1980 
1930 
1980 
1980 
1980 
w a o  
fgao 
1980 

j%%---- YDNP 

NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 

YDNP 
Y DNP 

YDNP 
YDNP 
YONP 

NYINYBDIH04 NY80-1 t 

NYINYBOIHOG NY80-13 
NYINYBOIHO? NYBO-14 
NYINYBOIHOB NYBQ-15 
NYINY801KO1 NY80-1 
NYINYBOFKOZ NYBO-8 

NYINYBOIHO~ NY 60-12 

NYINY8WK03 SE-146 
NYMY801K04 SE43 
NYINYBOIKOS SE-99 
NYiNYBOlR0f SE-125 
NYINY8OISUl SE41 
NYIlJYBOlSOZ SE47 

~ NYINY801S03 
NY/MYPOIAOl NY90-2 

2.2 
1.9 
3.3 
3.8 
2.8 
0.6 
0.7 

1989 NY 
1989 MY 

2.2 MG 
f.9 MG 

MG 
3.8 MG 
2.8 MG 
0.6 FAG 
0.7 MG 

YDNP 
YDNP 
YDNP 
YDNP. SSSl (part 00 
YDNP, SSSI (part 00 
YDNP 
YDNP 
YDNP 
YDNP 
YDNP 

c2 311 Cl 

1986 
$935 
t985 
ma5 

NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 

NY INY9WA03 
NYINY901A04 
FIYtNY90IBO1 
NYIFIYSOIFO1 
NYINY901HIHOl 

SE-73 
SE-136 

NE-75 

NY987065 
NY984041 
NY992041 
NY9990f7 
MY991 0411 

Awe Beck Meadows,Whaw 

Fathering Holrne 

1985 
1985 
f985 
1985 
1985 
$986 
2586 
1986 
1969 
1989 
1989 
1987 

1980 
tgat 

NY 
NY . 
NY 
NY 
NY 
MY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
MY 
MY 
NY 

NY 
NY 

NY900009 
NY982052 
MY992042 

Kisdon Force Woods NYINY9OIUUI 
NYlHY901L01 
NYINY90lS01 

NE47 
SE49 

NYINZOO~EOI SW-62 ESKEtETH WOOD 
FIY/NZ00/€02 SW-50 EAST WINDY HALL 
NYMZWEOJ SW-52.53 EAST WINDY HALL (2 target notes) 
.NY/NZ001H01 f 5 HOLGATE (3 fields) 
NYINZOOIHOZ 16 HURST ROAD 
NYINtOOlKO 1 9 
FIYINZOOtLOl NZ00-2 
NYINZWLDP NZ00-5 
NYINZ00iI.03 NZ00-6 
NYIMZ001f.04 NZW-7 
NY1NZ00/tO5 SW-68 
NY/NZ001001 f O  
NYINZ00IS01 17 
NYINZ501SO2 SW-150 
NY/NZOMOI 
NYiNZOQKO2 

KEXWITH 
LANGTHWhtTE 
UNGTHWAITE, nr West House 
LANGTHWAITE, DW49 
LANGTHWAITE, DW49 
LANGTHWAITE 

STELLING FARM 

TONGUE HILL (note 33) 
TONGUE HILL (note 34) 

OWLAbDS 

STOATHWAITE ,YDNP 

c l f  
C? 

C3 
Cf 

4.8 c G m m  
4.0 MG 

MG 
c1 MG 

NYINZOOfW3 TONGUE HILL (note 35) 
C t  cl 

C l  .5 cf.5 
MG 
MG 
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