ENGLISH
NATURE

A Space

- for N atur e







People need nature. With all the stresses and strains of urban living we
feel better for it. We are soothed and enchanted by leaves moving in the

Nature is good for you!

smell of flowers; a butterfly to admire; an ancient fossil or crystals in

wind; rippling water; a snaich
of bird song; the colour and

a rock to marvel at.

Part of the good we get from the natural world is because it is
unpredictable, vital and uncontrolled yet steady and lasting. It manages
to bob up again and again in spite of all we throw at it in urban areas.
But this can be alarming too! Though these places are natural, people
need to see that society cares for them. Well-kept entrances and paths,
seats to rest on, and information about
the site help people to feel safe and secure
there. Local people need to be involved in
site management to allay fears.

Children are main users of natural spaces,
even very small ones near their homes.
They value things which adults see
differently. There is a real risk that children
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lose what they need for mental, physical
and social development when places are
tidied up by adults. Since children and
wildlife often value the same features and

details, what damages the interests of one
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A mosaic i

T totvns and cities are cvoods, fields, lakes, heaths, old quarries
ard other Lavge narural spaces good for wildlife. In their river
vadlevs and along old and wesy ansport systems there are
wiportans green corvidors. Biey there are also lots of small
places. A rich mosaic of these Gyrle gems is needed if some of
tlic varer or sare spectacular species are to survive and if all
restdenes are fo fiave o dUice 1o see them and enjoy them.
f l i tt 1 e gems The bigger a narural open
o space s, the more kinds of
plant and aninal it &5 ikely w0 hold, However, especially for \
smeall sives ¥ ds their history, the way they are used, whether Learning Through Landscapes
theere are fnovmmocks and follogys, the variety of soils and the
wway in golticls trees, shrubs aind other plants mesh together which is ——
miove fmportant than thalr sz,

A mosaie of differcur tvpes of places for plants and animals to live in is a feature
of ot and cities. This varicey explains why urban areas have so many
differvent specres. Varsanon within individual spaces is important too. In their life
cveles many animals wecd different things at different times and it is helpful if all
af these are vlose rogethier, liotvever, trying to make any natural space too varied
can damage it badly. The moral is to think long
and hard before making changes.

Many industrial cities are where they are because
of the minerals found there. The remnants of the
mines, quarries and transport systems which they
hold are a treasure-house for geologists as well as
Justy Ling Wenge  tndustrial archaeologists and naturalists.

Peter Wakely
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Accessible natural greenspace is land, water or geological features
which have been naturally colonised by plants and animals and which
are accessible on foot to large numbers of people.

Access means certain rights of approach, entry or use that are legally
defined or hallowed by custom. Accessibility is the extent to which
these rights can be enjoyed. Accessibility is affected (amongst other
things) by: how far the place is from home; whether there are barriers
in the way such as busy roads; and how far different groupings of
adults or children are able to - or are allowed to - walk by themselves.
It is also affected by social and cultural matters, including how safe
people feel travelling to and wandering over the place concerned.

is accessible natural greenspace’? Yeopkcomoracia
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place, are afraid of it, or just
Jeel uncomfortable visiting it then it is not accessible to them. What
a healthy man finds easy to use may be out of the question for a
mother with toddlers, a lone woman, old
people or people feeling threatened by
racial abuse. The needs of the whole
community must be considered. People
must feel at ease before a natural space
is called accessible.

Peter Wakely



\EEEBY SO WY for everybody

English Nature balieves that:
® evervday contact wieh nature @5 miportant for
weli-bemg and quality of life;

®  cvervone should be able to ergov thas contact, i
safery, srithour hating o make any spectal affore

ar JonrHcy o do 50y

®  partwral greenspaces e totns and cittes can play
Puter Wakety art important part in helping safegquard our

national treasure of aldlife and geologieal features;

®  decessible natural greenspices give everyone an excellent chance to

leairi about watwre and to help protect 1t in practical ways,

English Nature recommends that people lving in towns
and cities should have:

®  an accesstble naoural gpreenspace less than 300 metres (T a

straneier fime) oo howie;

®  Smhwory Local Nature Reserves provided ar a mmmimum level §

of one fectare por thouwsand populasion;

® g least one accessble 20 hectarve sive within 2 kilowmerres of
By one aecessible 100 Jiecrare sie siehine 5 kilomeires of
Fromne; and oo accesseble 300 ecrare site soithin 10 kifometres
af home

In some areas gy il be hard 1o ackieve in the short tevm, bur i should

be a long term ami.

Cravrge Harde






English Nature publishes a number of detailed and technical documents on different
aspects of the subjects raised here, Please ask your local office (see telephone directory) for
details or call our Enquiry Service on 01733-318455,
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