
Great crested newt Triturrcs cristatm 

Stat11s 

Wirksprcad in Grcal Brilain, tllough having a patchy distrnbutioia imd generally uncommon. However it may 
he ltcally :ihundant. Has suffered a massive cfalme in abundamcc arid number of pnpulaticms throughout thc 
wruigc, p;irticuulatly in lric 1960s and 1970s. Populations are mostly, but not exclusnvely, found in lowland 
:irc:is. Total population in Great Britain is estimated at aroulid 400,000 adult iiidividuals in c. IX,OOO 
popula~ioris (prohahly c. 90% i n  England) 

Habitat reqiiireinents 

Hrccding ponds Ijmt are ol ;tpproximatcly neutral pH ;uid Ircc of fish with contigmus terrestrial hahitat 
(usually hi cxccss 01'0.4 ha to susraii a viahie population). The terrestrial hahitat needs to contain a diversity 
of vcgclation or physical slruc;turc. 

Legal protection and listing 

Wildlil'c & Couawysidc Act 1981 Sclrcdulc 5 
Bern Convention Appendix I1 
Habitats & Spccics Directive Anncxcs 11,IV 
Conscrvalion (Natural Habitats dz c.) Rcguiations Schcdulc 2 
Bicrdiversity Action Plan shofl list 
English Nature Spccies Recovery Programme (grant aid projects) 

HAP lead partners 

Froglil'c (lierpctofaiuna Conservation hitcrmtiotial Ltd) 
British Hcrlpclological Society 
Hcrpctological Chnscrvation Trust 

Natural areas prioritisation rationale 

Assigning priority to such a widespread species is dilficult, and to ;L cle&~cc suhjcctivc. High priority ateas 
were selected on the hasis of large numhers of records and / or a general understandiiig that these areas liavc 
la~gc pnpulations of die species. All other Natural A r e s  irr which there are records or where the species 1s 

hclicvcd lo oxcur arc included a~s Mcdium priority (exccpt for one where its occurrence is believed to he due 
to introduction). This covers the fact dial the species has an almost ubiquitous distribution w t i  that 
coiiscrv;ihn riccds (ic. dcclirics arid opporruriities for ctlhiinccnicnt) will he throughc~ut England. For 
sitnplicity, 110 rnarilirric Natural Arcas have hcen included (thougli the species is found on coastal silcs around 
Engl md). 

nb. [Jrhaui Mcrscy basin (26), The Fcns (37) and Midhnds Piateau (47) were omitted froin cllc ENTEC 
report despite havirrg hccri idcritilicd as hcing high priorily. 

Code Natural area Priority Notes I Rationale 
1 North Northum herland Coastal P l ; h  Mcd I LUII 

2 Border LJ~1;rnds MCciiLUl 
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Code Natural area I Priority Notes I Rationale I 
7 

x 
9 

Cumihri:t Fclls ;md Dales High 

Y I  

12 

15 Pennine Dales Fringe I Medium 

I 0 

17 North York Moors atld Hills Medium 

Valc ol  PickcrinE Mcdi urn 1% 

Yorkshire Wolds I Mcdium 

20 

21 

22 

Himher Estuary Med i IUII 

Humherhead Levels HiEh 

23 

24 

25 Dark Pe,& Merli urn 

Urban Mersey Biisin High 

Mosses ijiid Mews HiEh 

26 

27 

2x 

29 South West Peak Mcriimi 

Wlllte Peak High 

Derhvshire Peak Rince and Lower Derwent I Hirrh 

3 0 

31 

32 Sherwood I Medium 

3 :1 

34 

No BRC records wcrc avnilahlc for 
this area 

Liiicoliisliirc Wolcls Medium 

36 

37 The Fens High 

3% 
39 Ch:u-ilw ood High 

Nccdwood and South Dcrbvshirc Clwlands Medium 40 

Oswcstry Uplat~Is  41 

42 

43 

44 

44 



Code 

45 

46 
47 

4% 

SO East A ng lian Plain I HigIi I 

52 

53 

54 

56 

58 Cliui atrd North Wcsl Hcrcforrishire Hills I Medium I 
S9 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 London Basin I High I 
67 

68 North Kcnt Hain High 

Norlh Downs Hich 69 

7 0 Wcaldcn Grcctisand I High B 
71 

72 High Weiild High 

Low Wcnld High 

South Downs Mdlurn 

73 

74 

75 

76 Islc of Wighi Mcdiiun 

New Forest Medium 

H,mnshirc Downs MCdllun 

77 

78 

79 

x 0 South Wessex Downs I MwIIiim I 
81 Dorset Heaths Medium 

Isles of Poi-tl;md ;md Pinheck McdiKln 82 
83 Wessex Vnlcs 

Mendip Hills 1 Medium I 84 
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Code Natural area Priority Notes 1 Rationale 

X i i  Svmerset Levels ;rnd Moors Medium 
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Triturus cristatus 

High priority 

Medium priority 

Low priority 



Sand lizard Lacerta agilis 

Natiorrally ilirca~ciicd with riaiurally occurring populations herng confiincd to llnwland Yicatthkmds of Dorset, 
Surrey & Hampshire iuid the s a d  dunes oT Ihc Mcrscysxdc coast. Truislocatiniis lime rcsulted in 
populations in W. Sussex, Devon, Cornwall, Nordi Wales and llic isle of Coli. Tlicrc are ;round 8,000 adult 
ruiirnals in c. 225 populations (> 95% in England), 

Habitat requirements 

Opcri dry licatli or sarirl duiic with clcrisc, uri~veri slrucfuretl vegelation with patches of open (sandy) ground 
for cgg hying iicarby or ;IS part 01 llic matrix ol the habitat. Thc species i s  most ahundant on slopcs u id  
cinh:ulkxncnls wlridi liavc :i soullicrly aspcct. 

Legal protection and listing 

Wildlilc 62 C o u ~ i ~ s i d c  Act 1981 Sclicdulc 5 
Bern Convention Appendix IT 
1-lahitats & Species Ilirective Annex ilV 
Conscrvatitrn (Natural Habitats 62 c.) Regulations ScYicdulc 2 
Riodivcrsity Action Plm short l is t  
English Nature Spccics Rccovcry Prngratnmu 

BAP lead partners 

Hcrpctnlogicd Coiiscrvatioii Trusl 

Natural areas prioritisation rationale 

Natural Arcas witli Ixgc or long cstahlishcd populations arc listed as a High priority. Arcas with recently 
introduced populations, or where c h r t  should hc riiadc 10 consider rc-introduction are listed as a Meriiuiri 
priority altliough thc continucd survival of thc pnpulations in this area is importuit. Areas with 
(rc)intrnduction potential are all listcd as Low priority, although in some of these there is ;I gcalcr 
opportunity for triuislocation than olhers iurd the desire to the see the species returned may have a grcatcr 
local support thm ollicrs. iri SOXM 01 llicsc ;irc;ts, wliilc ~ms1nc;ition may he considercd rksirahle, the 
possibility for it happening may bc limited at least in the short term. This is because of thc ahscncc 01 
suitable or potc~ilially rc-matable habitat. 

Natural area 

Ilrb;in Mcrscy Uasiri 

East Aligli:u1 Chalk 

North Kent Plain 

Wcaldcn Grccnsmnd 

High We;ld 

Prior i I v  

High 

LOW 

Low 

High 

Low 

Rationale 
Important nativc population 0x1 coastal dunes; further re- 
introduction potential to cuastal ;mri heaih sitcs (x-rcf NA 
187) 

Historic rccorrls: scopc for rc-introduction likcly to be 
vcrv low (x-ref NAs lOh/307) 

Existing popi~lation 

Ilistoric rccords con cuastd sites : re-introductioii potential 
Yuw (x-rcf lv NA 108) 

Kcirrtroductron aotcntral to chalk heath site 

4x 



Natural area 
South Coast Plain w t i  
Hnmpshire L0wl;lnds 

New Forcsi 

Dorset Heaths 

Coriiish Killas :md Gr:uiites 

North Kent Coast 

Folkcsronc to Sclscy Bill 

Solent :md Poole Bay 

Livcrpool Hay 

Introduced population cstablished on coastal dimc si lc (x-  
rcf BO NAIO')) 

LOW Historic records : rc-inlmduclicm potential low (x-rcl' to 
NA 68,619) 

Historic records : re-introduction potential low (x-ref to 
Low I NA 70,72) 
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Lacerta agilis 

High priority 

Medium priority 

Low priority 
U 



Pool frog Rana lessnnae 

Status 

Ordy rcccntly Iiw serious consideration becri given to the possibrlity that thrs spccics inay he nativc. A revicw 
of the species former location arid cnntcrnporary records from the I 8th arid 19th Centuries, morphological, 
behavioural studies and investigation of calls suggest the ‘British‘ populations may have heen differemt to 
those hund clscwlicrc in Europc. Archaeological evidcrrcc (14inugXi IWW rchtcd) gave further evidencc to this 
possrhility. A single site rciriaiiis where a possibly native population occurred, dthomgh no mimals have 
hecn sccii there siricc 1YY3. A singlc male animal from that population is in captivity. It is possible Ihal the 
spccics is ccnlogically extiiict as a native species (if, indccd, it actually wiis native). Tronically, pool. frogs 
of non-nativc origin liavc hccome estahlished qui tc widely in soutlicni atid sccin, along with other closely 
rclatcd ‘gmn frog’ spccics (cdihlc frog R kl c‘sr*ulc‘nla and rnarsh li-og R ridihunda) to hc spreading. The 
possibility of nativc status has led to proposals for protection. and further study and liahital rnuiagcrncnt 
through the Species Recovery Pmgrururtc. 

Habitat requireinents 

Rquircs urishadal aid preferably 17sh free h r d i n g  pools. Rnpulatims in xcaq with clusters of five or more 
ponds seem mosl viable. Tcrrcslsial liahitats Iciirl to hc open, grassland or ‘tussocky’ veget;ition thai allows 
sunlight to the ground. l*hcsc hahitals would iiiclutle p t u r e  farmland aid open, I ightly gralcd com~iion land. 

Legal prolcction and listing 

Wildlife & Couxitrysidc Act 19 X 1 proposed for  inclusion on Schedule 5 (at QQR 1) 
Habitats & Species Directive Annex IV 
Biodivcrsily Action Plan middle list 
English Nature Species liecovcry Prograrmxic 

BAP lead partners 

Not yet aniioutlccd, Ihough Eriglisli Naturc arc working with Herpetological Conservation Trust and British 
Herpetological Society 

Natural areas prioritisation rationale 

The Natural Area with the last ‘British’ populations is listed as High priority. Other areas whcre historic 
records indicate pool frogs occurred, or where based on extrapolation of this information suggest that 
populatiuns could have occurred, have heel1 listed as Medium priority since thcsc might (though highly 
unlikely) still have smdl native populatitrtis. Morc significantly, should it he shown Uiat ttlc species was 
nativc, Ihcsc would he targctcd lor re-introduction effort. Other possihle ‘introduction weas’ arc listed ;is 
L A ~ W  priority. Natural Arcas will1 cstahlislicd popukit ions of’ pool frogs, often with otlier non-native ‘grccn 
frogs’, have also hccri listd as  h ) w  priority sincc tlic sig~iilicttiicc of thesc populations in conservation terms, 
and implication resulting from changes in legislation, need to he assessed (note may of these arc likely to he 
edible lrogs R. kl .  m*uletrtu aid presence of pooli frogs has not been contkmed). 



1 Code I Natural area 

Greater Tkuncs Esluary 

North Kerit Plain 

North Downs 

73 Low Weald :md Pcvcnscy 

8 0 South Wessex Downs 

I 83 s Wessex Vales 

Possible former rilnge. Low potential for re- 
introduction to inland and coastal sitcs (x-rcF In NA 
Y 021 

111 lrodr 1ct:d pop111 ntion 

Iritroduccd nonulntion 
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Rana lessonae 

High priority 

Medium priority 

I LOW priority 

I -  



Marine turtles 

Status 

Habitat requirements 

B r d i n g  rcquircs wann, usually wuitfy, hcaches; no turtle species heed rn Britain. Generally Iound in warm 
scas, but leaflierback, zuid to ;I lcsscr cxtent, loggcrheatf are found in northerly waters. 

Legal protection and listing 

Wildlik & Countryside Act 1981 Sclicdulc 5 
Bern Coirvcntiorn Appendix I1 
Bonn Convcntion Appendix 1 
CITES Appcridix, W 
Hahitats & Spccics Directive Aiiiicx 1V 
Conscrvation (Nalural Habitats Kr c.) Rcgulaticms Sclicdulc 2 
Biudiversity Action Plan niiddle list 

RAP lead partners 

Not yet anrrounccd. 

Natirral areas prioritisation rationale 

Marinc turtlcs arc most conmiordy rccordcd in British Watcrs tn ctic wcst al' Britain, As such tfic south 
western mew me corisidcrcd high priority. Nnwcvcr Iliicrc arc occasiond rccnrds from clscwhcrc afid so Uicrc 
is dccrcasUig priority &grid to mirc nr)rUicni afid riiorc castcm areas. hi all niaritiiric Natural Arcas iriruinc 
turtlm should fcaturc ;IS a coriscrvaiiori priority given heir high lcvcll ol' intcrnationd tlucat (reflected by their 
highly protected status) arid the fact lliat Uicy arc susccptibPc to injury afid capturc kough fishing uitl 
pollution (and notably thrciugh dumping of plastics at sca I which get irigcsted in mistake for jelly fish]). 

Code Natural area Priority Notes / Rationale 

67 Grcaler Thames Es~u;rrv MediUlll 

I 99 I Tync to Tccs Cnnst I Low I I 
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High 

Morecambe Bav 

Notes I Rationale I 

Grcalcsl rruinhcr of records in south 
WCSP 



Marine turtles 

High priority 

Medium priority 

Low priority 
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Section 2: Other species 

Common seal Phoca vitulina 

Statrrs 

Widcly distrihuictl around thc Rritisli coastlinc, ali<)ugh with most main hreeding populationx xur~randi tlic 
Scottish coast. In Englarid, Uic main coiiccn~ratio~i is  i1-r !lie Wash, with smaller hreeding groups clsewherr 
ruound die East Anglixi co:ts;l. Rclativcly uncommon around the south and west coasts. 

Habitat requirements 

Legal protection and listing 

Conservation of' Seals Act 1970 

Natural areas prioritisation rationaie 

Data froin TTE, the Haiuibook of British Mammals and NERC aimual reports. High priority natural XC:I~ 

arc Iliosc with Iradirinnal co~n~iion seal hrccding sites. 

I Code I Natural area I Priority 

102 Thc Wash Nigh 

I03 Old Hunstmtun to Sheringhm High 
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Phoca vitulina 

High priority 

Medium priority 

LOW priority 
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Grey seal Halichoerus grypus 

Yopulahons increasing, probably in response to redlvccd persecution following kgd  protection Widespread 
around llic British coast, hut most U K  hrccdirig sites arc around the Scottish coast, with only a fcw pcrccnl 
of hirths being OIP thc English or Wclsh coasis. 

Habitat requirements 

Legal protection and listing 

Natriral areas prioritisation rationale 

Data from ITE, Uic Hauuldhook o f  British Mammals and NERC Annual Rcpot-es 

High priority n:iturd area’; are those with significant h r d i n g  groups, rncdiuiri priority xiatur:1Y arcas arc eElosc 
with smaller hreeding groups. 



Halichoerus grypus 

High priority 

Medium priority 

LOW priority 
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Lesser white-toothed shrew Crncidlcra sleavolens 

Status 

Confined to the Isles of Scilly. whcrc i t  appcars to hc reasonably wi1,:spread and common. Widcsprcad ID 

continental Europe. 

Habitat reqiiirements 

Wide range of habitats, including stonc walls, mugh grass and shnrclincs. 

Legal protection and listing 

WildMc & Cnuntrysidc Act Sclicdulc 6 

Natural areas prioritisation rationale 

Dala from ITE a~id the Handhook of' British Mammals. The species is only found in one Natural ru*ca, the 
Isles of' Scilly (1 I?), wherc it is a High priority. 

i 

Isles of Scilly NG 



S ero t ine Eptesicus serotin us 

Status 

Dixlributed across southcm Erigluid and reaching into the midluitis, though at low density. Occasional 
records Irom :i widcr :ma, iliough no evidence vt hreedrrig populatmns. This distribution does not scc~xi to 
have chruiged significantly this ccnlury. English population probably about R5,OOO (RBM), thought IOW 
rcliahility is :itlaclied lo illis estiiiiate. 

Hahitat preferences 

Wcll alaptccl to ;ui antliropogenic environment, with all known roosts hcing in buildings. Forages ill ;t wide 
r:uige of liabitats, including parkland, downlaid, gra~cd pasture and around sirecl lights. 

Legal protection and listing 

Wildliic & Countryside Act Scheduk 5 

Natural areas prioritisation rationale 

Data liorn English Naturc’s Ratdata datahasc, based largcly on cnyuirics about hats supplcrncrilcil by some 
reports of roosts. Natural NCM have bccn prioritised based on ;ui interpretation of die density of records (110 
of records per square lun.), arcas widi a high dcnsity of roosts hcing mnsidcrcd high priority. 

70 Wealden Greenslsand High 
I I 

7 2  High Wcdd High 

7 3 Low Wedd Hifill 

7 G Isle of Wight High 

51 East AIlfiliNl Chalk Mcdi tin1 
I I 

66 I,ondon Basin Medium 

67 Greater T1i;irrics Estlliirv Mcdim 
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47 North Norfolk 

63 I Thames and Avon Vales I Low 



Eptesicus serotinus 

High priority 

Medium priority 

LOW priority 
U 
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Smooth snake Coronella austriaca 

Status 

Nationally 19rcatcncd witli rial urally occurring populations being conlincd to lowl,md lrcarlilands orl' Dorsc!. 
Surrey Xr Harnpshirc. Translocations have resulted in populations in W. Sussex2 Formerly recorded nn 
Berkshire, Wiltsliirc and possibly Dcvoii. Population estimates vary between 1,500 and I0,OOO adult anixrials 
in c. 00 populations (all Ihc 1IK population i s  h u n d  in Eiiglmd). 

IIahitat requirements 

Legal protection and listing 

Wildlik & Countryside Ace 11981 SchcduPc 3 
Bern Gcrnvention Appendix II 
Habitats Xr. Species Directive Annex IV 
Conservation (Natural Habitats Kr c.) Regulations Schcdulc 2 
Eitglisli Naturc Spccics Rccovcry Programme 

BAP lead partners 

Not a BAP species, hut will he addressed through Hcathlamd HAP. 
Lead organisation for SICP work : lierpctological Coriscrvariori Trust 

Natural areas prioritisation rationale 

Natural Areas wilh lmgc or long cslablistied populatinns arc Bistcd as a Nigh priority. Areas whcrc Lwrcrc arc 
rccciit historic rccords and whcrc c f h t  should he xnadc to consider rc-inrrnductinn (or whcrc tlierc i s  a I K G ~  

[or survcy) arc listcrl as a Mdiuin priority. Arc:is will1 onPy slight (rc)introduclion potential or whcre rcwrds 
are dubious or peripheral to the Natural Area are dl listed as h w  priority. h somc of t h e  areas, while 
tr;uisltution may be considcrd dcsitriblc, tlic possibility [or it happening may he limited at least in 19ic short 
term. This is bccausc of llic abscncc [)I' suitahlc or potentially re-creatable liahitat aid relatcs to llic riccd to 
integrate conservation of this spccics witli the Hcallilatrd Hahitat Action P h i .  

Natural area Code 

hh 

Priority 

Medinm 

Rationale 

Foriner records in N. i-irunpsliire & 
Berkshire: re-introduction notential 

70 ExislitiF: and (rc)inlrodrrccd populations 

73 Low Wc:dd :tnd Pevcnscy Former records; low re-in t.rodiict ion pu ten t iiil  

75 South Coiist Plain and Hampshire Lowlaiids OccilsionA records, nativeness t1eh;itahle; 
low re-introdnction po1ential 

Importarit existing population 

Pupulahms formcriy at peripheral sitcs; low 
reintroduction notent id. 

LOW 

High 

Low 

77 Ncw Fnrcst 

1-l;unpshirc Downs 78 

SOlllll wcsscx D0wn.s: 



Coronella austriaca 

High priority 

Medium priority 

Low priority 
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