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Introduction 

a Describe Llic distribution of selected amphihirms, rcplilcs and nrmimals rcldivc 10 Natural Arex:. 

Idenf i1y Natural Areas that ;ire irnporlml [or p:lrticular species and prioritise these 011 a 
Iiigli/mediurn/low scale. 

Species were sclcctcd oti Die h;& oI: 

)r 
Presence 011 BAP slhoa o r  tnrddlc lists: 

Having a restricted ox discontinuous elislribulitrir wliicli m a y  he related to Natural Arew 

This resulted in the list of species in  Table I 

Data for tlic ;uialysis wcrc ohfainctl from a variety of sources, including the Biological Records Centre, 
Eiiglisli Nature dala, rccciit single-spccies surveys aid Action Plans and other published material, including, 
hi particular, tliic rcccril JNCC Rrvrrw nj’flritzsli Monimals (KBM) (Harris, Morris, Wriy KL Yalden. lclc)S), 
Thcsc dala wcrc d i m  superiinposcd on the Natural Areas outlines using a Maplinrir GIS systcm and thc 
natural areas were shaded in . 

For virlually 2-111 species, detailed kiiowledgc of nurnhcrs. dislributinii aid habitat associations ;ire insufliciciia 
to quwtify the proportion of national populalions held by p;irliculas Naeurd A m s .  hi a4rtldilitm, Ihc task of, 
prioritising Natural Arcas could he approached in ;i riurnher ol ways, for ex:unplc 

Giving Natural Arcas w i h  cxistiirg high populations a high priority on the basis that these are the 
core arcas for tlic spccics and that maintaining these secure poprrlaticjns is the highest priority. 

G king Natural Areas with fragmented or dcclirixng populations a high priori~y C ) I ~  tliic basis illat 
conscrvahi action i s  iriosl likely fo hc rcquired in these x e i ~ ,  

a Giving Natural Arcas which have potential rchwoductinn sitcs or sitcs requiring active 1ri;ui:igcmait 
a high priority ;1$ thcse will require the rnajorily of  English N;ilurc’s rcsourccs for thcsc spccics. 

Tlic varying conscrv:ition status of tlie species involved in the review, coupled with differences in tlie quality 
01 data availablc liavc iricuit (hat a coiisislcrit approach lo priorilisalion has not always hccii possihlc or 
appropriate. We h:rvc, tlicrclorc, irrdurlerl a scchiii for each species explairiiiig tlie r a h m l c  bcliind h c  
prioritisat ion, though in gciierd we liave takcn the view that mainlaiiiiiig existing good populaitions should 
bc tlic liiglicsl priority. 
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Table 1 + Summary of coverage of prioritisation 

P y g n y  slircw I--- Water s h w  

Sorrx rrr irr in tins a No 

Widespread J m o s t  everywhere. N o  N A  fociis 

Widcsprcnd almost cvcrywhcre. No NA focus 

Widcsprcad :ilrnosl everywhere. No N A  focus 

Widcsprcad alrnosf cverywlrcrc. N o  NA Ir~cus 

I Chirontera I I I 
Ycs BAP + EN SW., rcslrictcd disuihtiiion 

Hr:uidt's hat Myotis hrandtii No Widcsprwd, Lhwgli prcdnrnin:uitiy wcslcrri 

Nattcrcr's hat Mvotis IiutterPri NO Widcsnrcad. hul associated with woodland 

Browii h r u ~  arl icul nrl y iissc~cia t eci with 

Grey squirrei Sriurus raroliriensis N 0 K ~ C C K X ~  inuud iic~ ion widespread 
I I I 

a 



Carnivora I I 

Recent introduction I 
Pinniaeda I 

Brceding resrrioted to particular areas I 
Ar tiodact y la I 

Recent introtiuction 

Dislrihutiw Iargcly diclatcd hy prcscncc o l  dccr 
n;irks 

Fallow dccr 

Widcsprcad, contiming to sprcad 

Recent introduction I 
Rcccrit intrioduction I 

S:md 1iz:trd I Yes 

s 1 ow w on11 1 N o  Widcpsrc;id; inforrrraiion OIY status poor. No 
obvious GI  lo NatLLral Areas 

oil Isle of Wight where prcsiuncd introduccd. 
Local i ntcrcst . 
Widcnsrcad. No crbvious fit In N:ttural Areas I 
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Section I : BAP short and middle list species 

Red squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 

status 

Once widely distributed throughour Britain. Popuiations now greatly reduced in xca largcly hccausc o! 
apparent cornpetitivc superiority of ilic in~rduccd grey scluirrcl Tlic total English population is ahoui 30,000 
inclividih (RRM). 

Habitat prefrences 

Occurs in hotli hroaileavetf and coniferous wnodiand, hut bcst adapted lo  cnnifcrous woodland as it i s  a 
specialist pine-seed feeder. In hruadleaved wncrdilru~d rt i s  at a scrioub cornpclrtive disadvmlagc to illiic grey 
squirrel, hut the balance is much closer in conalerous woodland. It IS coiisidcccd that atic species will d y  
survive in large ;IFC.;~S trfconifcrs (more ttlan 2000 ficctiucs) or o r x  islands, uriless active maragement of grey 
squirrcls is uxirkrlakcen. 

Legal protection & listing 

Wildlife & Corrnqsidc Act Sclrcdulc 5 
Biodiversiry Aclion Plan shnrl list 
English Nature Species Recuvcry Progrmunc species 

BAP Lead Partners 

LJK Red squirrel Croup 

Naturai areas prioritisation rationale 

Dala liorn Forcslry Corntrissiori rcd squirrel rnap (I997), iricludirig data Irom Red Alert projccls in northcm 
Englanti. High priority natural areas are those with significant reniaining populations of the red squirrel. 
Other natural area :we not prioritised. At present, there seems litlle scope for reintroducing llic rcd squirrel 
to cither areas. 

I Code 

1 4  

I s  
1 9  

1 0 

1 1  

I 26 

Natural area I Priority 
North N orthuniberlml Coasl High 

Border Uplands High 

Solwav Basin Hirrh 

hkll V:1lley High 

Cuiiihria Fells :uitf D:ilcs High 

I Hiph 



Sciurus vulgaris 

High priority 

Medium priority 

Low priority 



Otter Lutra lutra 

Status 

Currently recovering from a inalor populatioru crash w L l a  a nadir 111 about 1980. At this time, pc~puiatrons 
wcbc hrgcly rcstrklcd I n  the south-west, lhc ntrbtla. dlc Wdsh bordcas ;md paris 01 East Anglia, Otters are 
now expected to recolonise most parts of England, tlxough full rcwvwy will take ~ n a n y  years. The total 
Eiiglisli population has been estimated as about 150 individudh (RIEQM), AhougYn t h s  IS certainly now a 
r;oiwidcrahle undcrestiinate. 

Habitat preferences 

A ripa-ian species. Uses all sorts ol water hodics, iiicludiiig nvers, lakes ditches and streanrx. Distribution 
currently expanding ;uid should evcneually c)ccur nghl auuss EnglwtJ1. The highest populations wcruld 
probably occur in the most productive lowland rivers. 

Legal protection and listing 

Wildlife & Cnuntrysidc Act Sclicdule 5 
Conservation (Natural Habiiats &c.> Regulations Schedule 2 
Hahieats & Spccics Dircctiwc Avicx II 
Biodivcrsity Aceinn P1:m skior( lisi 

HAI' lead partners 

Environmenl Agency & die Wildlife Trusts 

Natural areas prioritisation rationale 

Ihta  from 3 nalional ottcr surveys (NCCNWT). Tricsc wcrc bascd on extensive surveys for otter signs in 
altcrriatc S O  luri sclums of the OS national grid. 

The otter is a wide-ranging species that is currently cxtcnding its distrihriliori to I'onncrly nccrrpicd x c m  It 
is unlikely 10 benefit from isolated site-reldcd conservation ~ncasurcs unless silcs arc very extensive, so 
prioritisation is bwed largely cr11 the sixc and cxtcrit of corc populations. 

prigli priority Iiaturd arcas arc delirrctf ;LS llic corc w e w  from which oilers never disappeared cfuring the crash 
of tlic 1970s and 19x0s. Mcdiuin priority areas are contiguous with these, hut we likely to hold lower 
populations ol otters. Other riatural arcas arc classilictl ;IS low priority, as ottcr corrscrvaliori is likcly to he 
achicvd flunugh gciicrd larrdsqc-scalc Iiabitid improvcmcnt, perhaps usiiig tlic ottcr as :i high-prolilc key 
species. 

Code Natural area Priority 

i North N(~rt1ininberl:iiitI CoastJ Pl;un Low 

7 I Tees Lowlands 



9 EdCll VaYlcy High i 

17 North York Moors ;uid Hills High 

26 LJrbaii Mersey Basin LOW 

27 Mosses ;aid Mcres Mdillm 

I Low 

3 4 Nort 11 Lincolnshire Coversands and Clay Valca I Low 

35 

36 

37 
3x 

39 Chxn w ood Low 

Necdwnod xid South Dcrhvsliire C1avl:inds Low 40 

41 I Low 

42 

43 

44 Midland Clay P:istures LOW 

Rockin&m Fnrcsi LOW 45 

46 

47 

49 





Code I Naturalarea I Prioritv I 
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Lutra lutra 

Medium priority 

LOW priority 



Greater horseshoe bat Rhinolophus ferrumequinum 

Status 

A rare spwics with distribution restricted to the south-west. Only 14 populations arc known in llrc UK ( 11 
in England), centred on traditional rriatcmity sitcs. ?‘lie total English popularioii is about 3500 individuals 
(R B M) . 

Habitat requirements 

Legal protection and listing 

Wildlik 6L CouIiQsidc Act Sdieciuule 5 
Conservation (Natural Habitats Rc.) Regulations Schedule 2 
Habitats lk Species Directive Annex 11 
Biodiversity Action Plan short list 
English Nature Species Recovery Programme 

R A P  lead partners 

English Nature and Countryside Council for Wales 

Natural areas prioritisation rationale 

Data from English Nature davahase RATSITES, containing details of roosts and Iminhers recorded. l’his is 
a relatively coiriplctc record of currelit dislrihution. 

1 Iigh priority natural areas are h s c  containing rnatcrtiity sitcs. with thc exception of The Cuhn. The 
inatcrriity site in Tile Culrri is only 250 rricwcs Li-rmi llic hordcr witlr Cornish Killw and Granites and is 
considered lo belong to the latter natural area, ils this is where the majorrty of hihernation sites arc lo~aied. 
Mdiurii priority natural arcas asc h s c  containing hrhcrnatinn siks only. Off icr natural arcas arc unclassrficd 
;is populalions not c)ccur in Ihcrn. 

I Code I Natural area I Priority I Rationale 
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Code 

83 

XS 

88 

89 

92 

93 

91 

Natural area I Priority I Rationale 

Blackdowns 

Devon Redlxnds Medi 1 . m  Hibeniation sites 

D;utrnnor Mcdium Hihernation sites 



Rhinolophus ferrumequinum 

High priority 

Medium priority 

c;=l LOW priority 
U 



1,esser horseshoe hat Rhinolophus hipposideros 

Status 

Distrihulcd across south-western Eiiglmd arid Wdcs, cxkcridirig ;IS far cast as tlic West Mitfiancts. The species 
range ha~s declined this century as ii was I'onncr%y rccorded in North Yorkshnre and cuasionally as far cast 
as Sussex. Estimated English population 1s 7,000 (RBM), with some evidence  hat nunihcrs x c  cuxrcntliy 
increwing. 

Habitat preferences 

A woodlruid spccics, nevcr hunting inore than a Ieew mctrcs h r n  vcgctation. Maternity roosts are almost 
always in huildings a ~ i d  hibernalion sites arc i ~ ~ i d c r g r ~ ~ ~ i d  11). caves, mines, ccllars, ice houses i11d other 
slruclurcs providing a suloterrimm~ environmaal. 

I,egai protection and listing 

Wildlik & Countryside Act Sclicdule 5 
Habitats & Spccics Dircctivc Amcx  11 
Biodiversity Action Plan rriiddlc list 

Natural areas prioritisation rationale 

Data from English Nature's BATSITES database, wliicli contains a rclativcly cornplck rccord 01 all known 
roosts. Natwal itre& have been prioritised on thc basis of ;ui intcrprctation of die dcnsity of roosts ( n ~ i i h e r  
per square hn.), wew with a high deensity of roosts being consrdcrd a high priority. Thc spccics IS consdered 
a low priority in natural areas with few records of roosts, though clcarly individual roosts have a vdue 
because of tticir position on the edge of the species ri11igp 
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Code I Natural areas 



Rhinolophus hipposideros 

High priority 

Medium priority 

Low priority 
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