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NATURAL AREA: 19 Charnwood Forest I WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: M E D m  II 

DESCRU'TION: 
Charnwood Forest has a distinctive character, which separates it from the surrounding area. Although habitat IOSS 
has been sigudicant, the area is one of the best for wildlife in the Midlands. 

WETLAND SSSI COVERAGE: 
SXSIs  T 'ONWINING WETIA ND HA RITA TS 
SS'S'Is IjOMINA TED BY A W E U A  ND IIABITAT 
SLYiS/ WETUN11 DOMINANTLS 
,sSs/ NlURIEN1' 5'12 7UAS 

9/20 (45.0%) 
3 (1 5.0%) 
open water - gravel pits (l), reservoir (2) 
2 oligotrophic, 5 mesotrophic, 6 eutrophc 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: wet woodland (Wl, W5, W6, W7); aquatic (AlO, A13, A15); 
swamp (S4, S5, S6, S7, S10, S12, S14, S22b); fen (S28); streams (no data) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 99 km 

KEY WETLAND SITES: 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Jimcics filiforwt is S 

Nyrnphnide.7 pdtata S 
Luronium rirrluns S 

C'ulliinchs truncata S 

ASSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1) bryophyte communities of wet woodland 
2) breeding and wintering wildfowl associated with open water 
3) aquatic invertebrates of open water 
4) crayfish, breeding birds and fish associated with streams 

KEY ISSUES: fragmentation, afforestation, drainage, recreation, water quality - eutrophication, acidrftcation, lack 
ofmanagement, lack of catchment umb-ol, fish stocking, alien species - Crassula, algae, agricultural 
intensilkation, crayfmh plague, river engineering 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 6 (67%) Water levels 4 (44%) Recreation 6 (67%) 

KEY CEHlXTTVES: 1 )  Maintain and Enhance the ammt extmt, diversity and urn&ticn ofthe wdand habibhthrougb apprq~iate mmkurlng 
and subsequmt maaagemml, particulmly aquatic and swamp conrmunitirs. 
2) Med all the rquirmnmts dmtwdtnd treaties relating to wetland cmservdm, namdy the K a m s a ~  ~mvmtim. Birds 
1)nredive and Hab,bitats and Species Diredive. 
3) Restore and Enhance the hydrology, watm quahty and management of welland sites that are currmtly m subqthum 
ccnditim. 
4) Soek qrporhmkies for habitat a d c m  of wdand habitats, p d d m l y  during rcststoratirn of mineral workings I 
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NATURAL AREA: 20 Lincolnshire Limestone WETLAND SIGNLFICANCE: MEDIUM 1 
DESCRIPTION: 
This Natural Area constitutes the limestone ridge running north to south through western Lincolnshre. Calcareous 
flushes and marshes are important along the springline with the clay. 

{ETLAND SSSJ COVERAGE: 
SSSh ~IINl'/1ININC; WEII'WMI 11ABJTATS 
X S X h  DOMINATED BY A WETLAND HABITAT 
SSSI WETIA ND DOMINANTS 
SSSI NC JTRIFNT STA TC IS 

12/46 (26.1%) 
1 (2.2%) 
fen ( 1 )  
6 mesotrophic, 6 eutrophic 

:EY WETLAND TYPES: wet woodland (WX); fen (MIX W2a ,  M24, M25); wet grassland (M23); 
flooded quarries - swamp (S3,S4, S5, S6,57) 

ENGTH OF RIVERS: 475 km 

:EY WETLAND SITES: 

[ATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
C'usculu curoyaca S Straiiotes uloidcs 
c'arux vulpinu MNyR) I'otamogcton trichnides 

Sium lut$oliunr S Myriophyllum verticillutum 
I'iluiaria gl:lobulili.ru S Callihche iruncum 

SSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1) wintering aud breeding wildfowl associated with flooded quarries 
2) invertebrates and crayfish associated with calcareous streams 

KEY ISSUES: lack of traditional woodland management, water quality, water quantity, gazing 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 2 (1  7%) Water levels 2 (1 79'0) Recreation 4 (33%) 

3) Restore and dmce the hydrology, watm q u h y  and mmagunmt of wetland sites that me c u r r d y  m subqtimum 
crmllitim. 
4) Sock opportunities for hahitat cr4m of wetland hal>ita<. 
5 )  Madam and d i w w  impmtmt pqulatims of wccland plants and rrnimals and a n y  out apprapriatc monitoring to 
delennine their status. 
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NATURAL AREA: 21 Lincolnshire Clay Vales WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: MEDIUM 

DE SCRIPT1 ON : 
Much of this Natural Area is based on Jwassic clay overlain by Pleistocene boulder clay, although a significant area 
of Fen Edge sands and gravels are found in the south of the vales. Tlie Fen Edge gravels contain the principal 
wetland habitats with areas of wet heath, woodland and gravel pits. 

WETLAND SSSl COVERAGE: 
SSSIs C'ONTAINING WKT1,A NI3 HABITAY3 
LSLYLYIs I3OhdINAELl BYA WETANI3 IIAL311jll' 
S S W  WETLA N D  IMIMINANI 3' 
SSSY NLJTRIENl' SI'A U J X  

411 0 (40%) 
1 ( I  0%) 
wet woodland ( I )  
1 oligotrophic, 3 mesotropilic 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: gravel pits-swamp (54, S6, S13, S14, S17); wet grassland (MGlOb, W3): 
wet woodland ( W 5 ,  W7); wet heath (M16); fen (M22, M24); 
gravel pits-aquatic (A4, AS, AS, A9, A10, A I  1) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS, 335 km 

KEY WETLAND SITES. 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Lyrapodiello rnundnra S 
(iuri1mnu pneumonuntha s 
I'a'atntnopton rrichoides S 

ASSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1) invertebrates associated with wet heath and aquatic habitats 
2 )  wintering wildfowl of gravel pits 

[KEY ISSUES: water abstraction, scrub invasion, fragmentation, gravel extraction, water quality, gravel pit I 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 0 Water levels 2 (50%) Recreation 2 (500/0) i 
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NATURAL AREA: 22 Lincolnshire Wolds I WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: LOW 

DESCRIPTION : 
The chalk of the Lincolnshire Wolds has been greatly changed by glacial and periglacial action, such that the chalk 
has been overlain with boulder clay, dissected by rivers or eroded to expose Lower Cretaceous sands, clays and 
iroustones. River headwaters and chalk streams constitute the main aquatic and riparian habitats. Small areas of 
marsh and spring-line flushes occur in the steep river valleys. 

LEY WETLAND TYPES: wet woodland (W2a, WSa, W6a, d, W7a); fen ( M I ~ c ,  M22, M24b, 28); 
wet grassland (MG4, MG9a, MG10, MGlOb); swamp (S3, SG, S7, 512) 

.ENGTH OF RIVERS: I98 km 

CEY WETLAND SITES: 

L4TIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
C;v~lriun~ pneuniutiunrhv S 
Mvriophylluni vorticillatuni S 

SSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1) 
2) 

invertebrates associated with calcareous marsh and flush habitats 
crayfish and fish assemblage associated with river systems 

KEY ISSUES: water abstraction, recreation, lack of woodland management, grazing, agricultural improvement, 
need to improve management of riparian grasslands, degraded stream habitats, fish farming, low 
water flows, crayfish p lape  

WETLAND SSSl ISSUES: Pollution 0 Water levels 0 Recreation I (25%) 
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NATURAL AREA 23 Lincolnshire Marsh and Coast I WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: MEDIUM I1 
DESCRIPTION: 
This Natural Area can be divided into three zones: the boulder clay to the east of the wolds, outwash gravels and 
the marine derived, alluvial coastal plain. The area is underlain by Cretaceous chalk and where sand and gravel 
lenses occur "blow-wells" allow chalk water to the surface. ~ l e r e  the boulder-clay has been extracted, "clay-pits" 
contain brackish water and reedbeds. There are still some important coastal grazing marshes and in areas of sand 
dune accretion dune-slack communities are present. 

WETLAND SSSI COVERAGE: 
S S S I ~  C~UA~TAIMING WETLAND IIABIU rs 
iYSSIs LMIMINA UY2 BI'A WETLAM13 HABITAT 
S S S I  WKl'LAN13 IlOMIhiA NI 's  
SSN N 1/7 RIf iNT STA T US 

8/17 (47.0%) 
3 ( I  7.6%) 
open water - gravel pits (3 j 
3 mesotrophic, 5 eutrophic, 6 brackish 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: swamp (S4, S5, S6, S 7 ,  S12, S13,S14, S20); fen (S26d, M22a, b); 
wet woodland (W I j; blow welldclay pits - aquatic (A2, A3, A4, AS, AI I): 
s a h e  lagoon - aquatic (A6, A1 1, A21); rivers, ditches, streams (no data); 
wet grassland (ME6, MGI I, MG12, ME1 3); dune - slack (SDI 7) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: S 1 X h  

KEY WETLAND SITES: SSSls of the Humber Flats and Marshes, SalMeetby - Theddlethorpe Dunes 
North Llucolushire Coast 
RAM 2, SPA 2, NCR 2 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECLES: 
Myriophylium verticilluiurn S Stra1iores uloides S 

Huppiu cirrhosu S Iris spuria ~ ~ y v ,  
C'rrrcx diviso S Equiserum rumosissimum Rr>i?@) 
Lothyrus pulustris s Sium Ic@filium S 

ASSOCIATED INTERESTS: I ) 

2) 
3 

breeding and wintering wildfowl associated with coastal wet grasslam 
and reedbed bird species 
amphibians, includiug natterjack and great crested newt 
invertebrates associated with coastal wetlands and ditch sytems 

KEY ISSUES: flood defence, lack of reedbed management, recreation, s a h e  intrusion, falling water tables, water 
pollution, tipping, development, wildfowling, change to sea banks, drainage, inappropriate 
management, eutroplication, river engineering, agricultural improvement, streadditch 
management 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution I (13%) Water levels 2 (25%) Recreation 3 (38%) 

KEY OHF,CTIVb;S: 1 Maintain and cnhancc thc current extcnt, diversity and cmditicn o f i h ~  wetland habitats thou& aflprupriate r n m i t k g  
and sukquent magemtnt, particularly coa& wdands. 
2) Me& all thercquircmaks of mtcmatimal treatics reialing to welland cmswvatian, namely the Ryn?jar ccnvmtim, Birds 
Diredive and Hahilats rmd Splxia: Dircdivc. 
3)  Redore m d  tnhmm the hydrology, wata qualay and management of wellmd sites that mc currently in Suh-UptimUm 
umdilimi. 
4) Scck cpportUnitics for habitat crdm ofwdlmd habikik, patilrticularly &@the r&oratim n r m i w ~ ~ l  wmkkp. 
5 )  M e h  mmd tilhwmcz Unpcxtmt populaticms of wdland plants and anunals md cany out appropriate rncuitming to 
ddnminc th~ir status, particularly qxcies a5dated with m&al wetlands. 

I 
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NATURAL AREA: 24 Middle England WElZAND SIGNIFICANCE. HIGH 

DESCIRLPTION: 
A gently undulating landscape dominated by intensive agriculture and expanding centres of population. The 
wetland interest is principally associated with artificial water bodies and wet grasslands. 

WETLAND SSSI COVERAGE: 
LYLYLSI.7 C ' O N I I I N I N G  MET1,ANII IIRBITATX 
SS',S'Is L)IIMINATlZ3 BY A WFI%1Nll H A H I I I T  
S:SLSI Ct7<7'lslND LZOM1NA NKS 

41/116 (35.3%) 
24 (20.7%) 
open water - gravel pits ( S ) ,  spring fedflush (I) ,  
river (l), open water - reservoirs (S), mire (1  ), 
flood meadow (4), wet grassland (S), fen (31, 
canal (I), 
2 oligotrophic, 23 mesotrophic, 17 eutrophic SXLS'I NII7RIENT STR 7 L J b Y  

KEY WETLAND TYPES: wet grassland (MG4, MG11); open water (no data); fen (M22) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 2,957 km 

KEY WETLAND SITES: Rutland Water, Portholme, Orton Pit 
RAM l ,SPAl,NCR2,SAG I 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Oenunfhe siluifblia S fsotaniugclun compressus S 
M~yriopliylluni iwrticillufunr S PotnnioReton mrichoides S 
I 'otumogetorr colorntur S PPrskuria luxi#'orn S 
C h S C U m  europaen s 1,iniusella uyuurica S 
Siuni Iatifoliuni S 

ASSOCIATED TNTERE STS : I ) 
2 )  
3) 

invertebrates associated with aquatic habitats and pollards 
breeding waders and wildfowl associated with gravel pits and reservoirs 
spined loach associated with river and ditch systems 

KEY ISSUES: grazing, expansion of permanent pasture, restoration of riparian habitat, river management, 
agricultural improvement, mineral extraction, water level management, water quality, recreation, 
fishing 

WETLAND SSSl ISSUES: Pollution 17 (41%) Water levels 15 (37%) Recreation 24 (59%) 
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NATURAL AREA 26 Bedfordshire Greensand I WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: MEDIUM 

DESCRIPTION: 
The Bedfordshire Greensand is a ridge of greensand interleaved with sandstones. Glacial boulder clay over the 
greensand has largely been eroded, but where it persists the soils are poorly draining. A few wetlands have farmed 
wlnere impermeable layers in the greensand impede drainage and where perched water tables occur between the 
sand and clay. 

6/I 5 (40.0%) 
4 (26.7%) 
open water - natural (l), fen (2), wet woodland (1) 
3 oligotrophic, 4 mesotrophic, 2 eutrophic 

fen (M24, M27); open water - sand pits (no data) ' WETLAND TYPES: wet woodland (W2, W, 

.ENGTH OF RIVERS: 74 km 

:EY METLAND SITES: 

iSSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1) bryophyte assemblages and fungi associated with wet woodland 
2) invertebrates associated with fen, mire and wet woodland habitats 

KEY ISSUES: lack of management, abstraction, water pollutiodeutrophication, fragmentation 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 3 (50%) Water levels 4 (67%) Recreation 4 (67%) 

KEY OUJl<C'TIVfiS: 1) Maintain and d m c e t h e  current extat, divwsity and m&m ofthe wdland halritatstluou& appruprintcmrmtm'hg 
and subsequent managunmt. 

2) M& alltherctpiremmLs ofmtanatitimal treaties relating to wetland cmservatirn. namely the Kamsar cmvmtim, Birds 
r ) u d i v e  md H a b h  and Spaics Dkadive. 
3) Redore and mhancr: the hydrology, water quality and n*maguncut of w d m d  sites ihat *re cuxrmtly in suh-uptimurn 
uxidditm. 
4) Scck oppatwities for hahitat meaticn of w d m d  hahiMs. 
4)  Maintain and lllhauce important pnpulatitns of'wtlland plants and animals and carry out apprcpnate rntmitoling to 
detwnuie their datus. 
6 )  Lime with the bwircxuna1t Agm~y and &a govanmcut h o d k  o v a  poli~y kucs and pl&& 
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NATLJRAL AREA: 27 Fenland I WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: OUTSTANDING 1 
.- . . . 

DESCFWTION: 
Fenland i s  made up of post-glacial peats, silts and clays, crossed by the rivers Nene, Ouse, Welland and Glen. It 
is an open, flat landscape currently dominated by intensive arable enterprises. Most of the original fen and 
saltmarsh communites have been lost as a result of drainage and the subsequent intensive agriculture. Holme, 
Woodwalton, Wicken and Chippenham Fens are the principal remaining sites of semi-natural fenland vegetation. 
The river washlands, particularly of the Nene and Ouse valleys, are important for their wet grassland and ditch flora, 
and the associated invertebrate and bird populations. 

WETLAND SSSI COVERAGE: 
SSSls C 'CINTAINING WKTIAND IIAHTA KY 27/40 (67.59'0) 

open water - gravel pits (4), fen (3, swamp (I) ,  
wet woodland (4), river (2), flood meadow (1 j, 
wet grassland (7), ditch (2) 

SSSIS LXIMINATEI~ BY A Wlfi"LAN1.I IIABITAT 22 (55.0%) 
SSW W f i U A  NI1 DOhdINANTS 

SSN NlUWfiNT STA TIJLY 3 oligotrophic, 20 mesotrophc, 8 eutrophic, 1 brackish 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: fen (M13, M22, M24, S2, 54, S24, S24, S25, S28); wet heath (no data); 
swamp (S2, S4, S5, S6, S7, S8, S9, S12, S13, S14, $19, S20, S21, S22); 
ditches and open water (AI, A2, A3, A5, A1 1, A12, A16); 
wet woodland (W2, W6); wet grassland (MGI 1, MG23) 

Woodwalton, Chippenham, Holme and Wicken Fens, Nene and Ouse 
Washes, Gibraltar Point, Galceby Marsh 
RAM 4, SPA 3, NCR 5 ,  SAC 7 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 2,063 km 
KEY WETLAND SITES: 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Alisniu Rrumineuni RDB(E) Poruniogeton colorurus S 
Curex uppruprinquuiu S Potuntogeton coniprcssur s 
Cusculu europaea s I'o'olarnogeton Irichoidcs S 
Lkdgylorhizu rruunsieineti S Selinum curvijbliu I W B f l  
LnlhYrYnnS p d U S T ~ S  S Spnecio puludosus XIIIH(V) 
Luzuln pullidulu IWB(I0 Peucedanirm pulustrc s 
Myn-uphyluni vsrticillduni S Sanchus palusins S 
Nymplioides pcltaiu s Stratiotes doides S 

ISyui.ss/uni runiuissimum RI)R(E) Teucrium scordium RDBO 
Oewawthc siluifoliu S Doctylorhizu incurnata ochroleucu 

Carex divisir 
Puccinelliu rupestris 
Rupppiu cirrhosa 
Allhueu oJicinulis 
Per,sicuriu IuxiQIurn 
Bum lniifolium 
Viola per,sicifoliu 
Thelypteris pdustris 
RDB@) 

s 
S 
s 
s 
S 
S 
RDBW 
S 

ASSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1) rare and scarce aquatic and fen invertebrates 
2) breeding and wintering wildfowl and waders, and reedbed species 

KEY ISSUES: water availabdity, water abstraction, nutrient enrichment, recreational disturbauce, water quality, 
reedbed management, scrub encroachment on some fendgrasslands, agricultural improvement 

WE7ZAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 12(44%) Water levels 1 1(41%) Recreation 20(74%) 
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NATURAL ARE%: 28 East Anglirrn Heights WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: MEDIUM 

DES CRLPTl ON : 
The East Anglian Heights is a chalk ridge running north-east from the Chilterns to Breckland. The area is 
dominated by arable fanning, with tlie wetland interest largely associated with the spring-lines. 

WETLAND SSSI COVERAGE: 
SSSl~s C,YINTAJArlNCi WIVIANL) IIAIZITATS 
,YS’S’Is DOMINAEL) U Y A  Wl7TIANII I iALMAT 
S S S l  WETIJ NI3 DOMlNhVTS 

1W26 (38.5%) 
6 (23.1%) 
fen ( I  ), wet woodland (2), river (I ), 
spring fedflush ( I ) ,  wet grassland (2), swamp ( I )  

I oligotrophic, 7 mesotrophic, I eutrophic, 1 unknown SSSI NUU<JiTNT STATIJS 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: wet grassland (no data); spring fedflush (no data); wet woodland (W5); 
swamp (S4); fen (M22) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 2.54 km 

KEY WETLAND SITES: 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Selinunr curvifolia RLJB(vr 
Lyrhnini hyssopvblio IWLqV) 

ASSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1 )  
2) breeding reedbed birds 

invertebrates associated with wet grassland and swamp habitats 

KEY ISSUES: water abstraction, agiclutural improvement, poor management, scrub encroachment 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 0 Water levels 8 (80%) Recreation 5 (50%) I 
I KEY OI3ECTIWS: 1) Mamtain and cnhmw: the current extent. d~versity and crndrLim ofthc wdand habitats Uuough apprtpiate m d a m g  
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NATURAL AREA: 29 Breckland WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: HIGH 

DES CRIPTTON: 
BrecWsuid is a low-lying plateau underlain by chalk and covered by glacial sandy drift. These conditions resulted 
in die formation of ground-ice depressions (phgos) of high wetland interest. Breckland is primarily important for 
its heathland, acidcalcareous grassland communities, but also has considerable wetland interest. This includes the 
pingos, fluctuating rneres, calcareous spring-fed valley fens and basin mires. The chalk rivers, such as the Wissey, 
Lark and Thet are also important. 

WETLAND SSSI COVERAGE: 
SSSIs C'0Nl;llNlNG WETUMD HARITA TLS 
SSLYIs TlCA4INATfiD RYA WETLAND IIAlWj lT  
A L Y k S I  WIITW. N D  llClMlNA NTLY 

SSSI  NI JTRIENT STATltY 

19/48 (39.6Yo) 
12 (25.0%) 
open water - natural (2), open water - gravel pit 1) 
fen (7), wet woodland (2) 

8 oligotrophic, 16 mesotrophic, 5 eutroplic, 1 unknown 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: fen (M13, M22, M24, M27, S24, S25, S26, S27); wet grassland (MGll); 
swamp (S 1, S2, S4); wet woodland (W2, W4, W5, W6); rivers (no data); 

open water - lakes (no data) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 243 km 

KEY WETLAND SITES: Lackford Pits, Foulden Common, Great Cressingham Fen, Weston Fen 
SPA1, SAC 3 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Alisnin Rraniitieum RI)R(E) Thdypieri,y palustris S Peucedunurn pulustw S 

( 'rossula lillaarr s Nyniphoides pcltutu S 
Curex appropinquara S Pdumogeton coloratus s 
11act.ylorhtcx traunsteincri S Poramogeton trichoides S 

Clam ugrostis rtrictrr RDBfl) A+riophyllum verlicillalum S 

4S SOCTATED INTERESTS: 1) wetland invertebrates, particularly water beetles, flies, spiders and Habitats 
Directive snails 

2) breeding wildfowl and waders of wet grassland and open water 
3) otter associated with river systems 

KEY ISSUES: abstraction, agric improvement, lack of management, poor understanding of hydroloa, military 
use, grazing, drainage, need for mowing management, water quality, industrial pollution, 
navigation, recreation, river transfers, poplars planted on cam sites 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 1 1 (5&%1 Water levels IS (95%) Recreation 12 163%) 



NATURAL AREA: 30 North No 

DESCRIPTION : 
This Natural Area is notable for its wide range of coastal habitats, which include a large number of freshwater and 
braclush water features. The western excarpment has internationally important mire communities and the Holt - 
Cromer ridge includes important valley mires. 

WETLAND SSSl COVERAGE: 
SA‘S‘Is C‘ONTAINING WETI,A ND HA RITA TS 22/52 (42.3%) 

open water - natural (I), open water - pool (I), 
mire (6) ,  fen (6),  wet woodland (3), wet heath (2). 
grazing marsh ( 1 ), river ( I  ) 
10 oligotrophc, 18 mesotrophic, 5 eutrophic 

Sss ls  DOMINA(TED BY A WETUN11 HABITAT 16 (30.S%) 
SXSI WETIA ND I W M I N A  NTS 

$5”6YLSI NUTRIENT STA TUS 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: mire (M1, M2); wet heath (M16); fen (M13, M14, M22, M24, M25, M27); 
river (river types 1,2,3,4); grazing marsh and dykes (no data); swamp (S4); 
brackish lagoon (no data) 

Sheringham and Beeston Regis Common, Buxton Heath, East Walton Common, 
Holt Lmwes, Dersingham Bog, Roydon Common, North Norfolk Coast, Booton 
Common, Southrepps Common 
RAM 3, SPA 1 I) NCR 6 ,  SAC 9 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 565 km 
KEY WETLAND SITES: 

NATlONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Hanimarbyu pdudosu S Ruppia cirrhosa s .Juncus acurus S 
Gentiunu pneumonunihe S Lcdhyrus pdustris S Puccinellia rupesfh S 

Lkschampsia setacea S Sium l&folium S C’rrrex divisu S 
I,ycopodicllu inundum s Thdypteris pdustris s Curex appropinquafa s 
Fririllaria nieleu@ s Myrinphyllum veriicillaturn S Poiamogciron colorurus S 

Ihyoptcris cristaiu RDB(l3 I’cucedanurn palustrt. S Dactylorhiza truunstcineti S 

ASSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1) invertebrates associated with fen, mire, open water and brackish habitats 
2) nattejacks associated with dune slacks 
3) otter associated with river systems 
4) breeding waders and ddfowl  of wet grassland, mire and other breeding birds 

of reedbeds 

KEY ISSUES: lack of management, water abstraction, grazing, pollution, low river flows, river engineering, 
agricultural intensification, coastal defence, recreation, improved reedbed management, water level 
control 

I WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 14 (64%) Water levels 16 (73%) Recreation 17 (77%) 
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NATURAL AREA: 31 Broadland 1 WETLAND SIGNJFJCANCE: OUTSTANDING 

DESCRIPTION: 
Broadland is a large wetland complex, which includes the valley systems ofthe rivers Bure, Yare, Waveney and 
their major tributaries and is of international importance. The mosaic of wetland habitats includes open water, 
reedbeds, carr woodland, grazing marshes and fen meadows. 

WETLAND SSSI COVERAGE: 
SSA’Is C’CIN7AINING WLTlA ND HARITA 7 3  29/31 (93.5%) 

fen ( 1  2), wet woodland (4), gazing marsh (1 l), 
flood meadow (2), swamp (3) 

3 oligotrophic, 23 mesotrophic, I6 eutrophic, 4 brackish 

SLSiYLy DOMINATEII RY A WKTLJND HARITA1’ 26 (83,9%) 
SSSI WE7YANL) LWMINANTS 

L~sw N I  T[ WENT STA r I IS 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: fen (M5, MlO,M13, M22c, d, M24, S24, S25, S26, S27); aquatic (A3, A4, A9); 
wet woodland (W2, W5, W6, W7); wet grassland (MCS, MGlO, MG13, M23); 
swamp (S4); rivers (no data) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 245 km 
KEY WETLAND SITES: Broads SSSIs 

RAM 23, SPA 23, NCR 5, SAC 22 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Latliyrus palustris S Sium lur+dium S 

Althucu officinulis s Cicuta virvsa s 
Cbrex uppropiriqua~a s e r o h  rvtundifoliu S 

Carex divisa s Potamogetvn cvloraius S 
Duc+rhiza traunsteinen’ S Luronium natans S 

Pvtrimoprmn acur(fo1ius RIM@) Pilulu~a plvbul$em s 
Thelyptens pa1ustri.v s Potamogeton trichoides s 
Pcuct?dunum pulustrt. S Pvtumvgctvn cvnipre~wus S 

Piiccinellia rupesrris S Myriophyllum verticillatum S 

Nujns murinu 
Alopecurus bulbusus 
Strutiotes doidps 
Persicaria luxiflvra 
lllyopteris cristaru 
Ruppiu ciwhosa 
Lipuris lveselii 
Sonchus pulustris 

ASSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1) breeding warblers (especially Cetti’s), breeding and wintering wildfowl 

2) natterjacks associated with temporary pools 
3) wet woodland, fen, swamp invertebrates, including Desmouh’s snail 
4) bryophytes of fen habitats 

associated with wet grassland and swamp habitats 

KEY ISSUES: eruichwt, inappropriate wet woodland management, water level control, flood defence, recreation, 
grazing, abstraction, restore aquatic plant communities in dykes, phosphate removal, saline 
jlitrusion, reduce wildfowliug, need for site restoration, habitat creation, anghg,  improve reedbed 
management, sewage, turf stripping 

WETLAND SSSl ISSUES: Pollution I9 (66%) Water levels 27 (93%) Recreation 26 (9oyo) 
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NATURAL, AREA: 32 Suffolk Coasts and Heaths WETLAND SIGNLFICANCE: NGH 

r 

DESCRIPTION: 
The wetland habitats of this Natural Area are principally associated with the rich coastlitie, where grazing marsh, 
large reedbed systems and lagoons are all present. 

NETLAND SSSl COVERAGE: 
SSSls c%INirjlIMING WI:*7%A NI3 HABITATS 
S:1;sls DOMINAlEL) BY A WETLAND F I R I I ~ I I l l ’  
SAW WETIA NI3 DUMINAN1S 

SSSI NI JTRIENI’ $57 1 I’I JS 

15/45 (33.3%) 
6 (1 3.3%) 
open water - natural (11, fen (I), grazing marsh (3), 
swamp (2) 
12 mesotrophic, 4 eutrophic, 4 brackish 

<EY WETLANQ TYPES: fen (M22, M25,  M27, S26); wet grassland (M23, MG12), swamp (54, S21); 
graziug marsh ditches - aquatic (A21); brackish lagoon (no data) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 522 km 

M Y  WETLAND SITES: Benacre to Easton Bavents, Mitismere and Walberswick, 
North Warren 62 Thorpeness Mere, 
RAM2,SPA3,NCR I ,SAC2 

VATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
PeucivJrrnunr uJicinalij S Sotichus palustri-v S 
Myriophyllum verticillarum S ‘Ihelypteris yaluslri,x S 
Ruppia cirrhosi~ s Peruicutiu luxifloru s 
Althaea oficinnlis S Potumogeton compressus S 
C‘rursula tillnca S Polarnogelon trichoides S 
Frit i l ln~a melea.@ S Carex divi,sa S 
Carex rlongata s Iltrccinellia rupcstris S 

Dactylorhiza trauristeincri S 

I )  breedmg and wintering waders and wildtowl associated with open water 

2) invertebrate assemblages of dyke systems 
3) birds and invertebrates associated with reedbed aiid other wetland habitats 

and wet grassland 

KEY ISSUES: application of ESA, water abstraction, water level control, grazing and mowing regimc, wildfowhg, 
coastal defence, reedbed creation, dyke management, lack of knowledge of dyke invertebrate 
distribution 

/WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 6 (40%) Water levels 6 (40%) Recreation 9 (60%) 



61 

; WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE. OUTSTANDING 

-, 

DESCRTPTlQN: 
The character of the East Andian Plain stems from the calcareous clay soils deposited in glacial times over tlie chalk 
bedrock. Glacial and pre-glacial sands and gavels occur in places. It is an ancient landscape changed considerably 
by modern agriculture. The wetland habitats include valley fens, river valleys, ponds and reserviors. 

NETLAND SSSI COVERAGE: 
S S S l a ~  CIINIXINING WETLAND HA RITA TS 
SSSls DIlMINA7ED U Y  A WEl%lNLI HARUAT 
SS,\'I WFTLANO DCIMINAN'IY 

53/140 (37.9%) 
23 (1 6.4%) 
open water - natural (2), open water - gravel pit (1). 
fen ( 1  5), wet woodland (6), sewage lagoon (1) 
marsh (l), swamp (1), river (2), grazing marsh (1). 
wet grassland (I ) ,  flood meadow (1) 

SSSI NIJTRIENT STATUY I dystrophic, I6 oligotropluc, 39 mesotrophic, 18 eutrophic, 1 hypertrophc 

X Y  WETLAND TYPES: fen (M13, M22, M24,M25, M27, S24, S25,S26, S28); swamp (S2, S4); 
wet grassland (MG4, MG6, MG7, MGS, MG9); rivers (river types 1,2,3,4); 
wet woodland (W2, W5, WB); open water - ponds, reservoirs (no data) 

Rye Meads, Redgrave and Lopham Fens, Badley Moor, Coston Fen, Swangey 
Fen, Flordon Common, Potter and Scarning Fens, Blo'Nortoiflhelnetham Fen 
RAM 2, SPA 1 ,  NCR 1 .  SAC 6 

,ENGTH OF RlVERS. 2,692 h 
CEY WETLAND SITES: 

JATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
C'rnssulrr rilluea s ruscuta europaea 
Ciewf iatiu pneumonnnthe S Duc[ylorhizu rruunsteineri 
C'humaenieluni nohile s Peuccdanum palusire 
FriMan-a meleagris S Sium Iut$oliunt 
O~rrarrthe siluifoliu S i3elypten:s palusins 
Allham oflicirrulis S Cullittiche truncuiu 

C ' d ~ ~ n i r i ~ r o s ~ i . ~  stric~a XWB(ru Myriophyllum veriicilluturn 
Curex appropirrquum S D yopreris crisrum 

S 
S 
S 

S 
S 
S 
S 
RLJl!#pJ 

f i r o h  roiundfolia 
Alopecums bull~osus 
Puccinelliu rupestris 
Potamogeton rrichoides 
Sirutiotes doides 
Cicuia virosu 
Polamcigeltn mnprwsus 
Potumogcton cnloraius 

GSOCIATED INTERESTS: I)  invertebrate assemblages associated with the fen communities 
2) breeding waders, bats and otter associated with river valleys 
3) wintering waders associated with wet grassland 

KEY ISSUES: inappropriate fen management, graziug, scrub encroachment, water abstraction, river 
engineering, need for turf stripping, enrichment, diffuse slurries, low flows in rivers, drainage, 
agricultural improvement, poor farm pond management 

WETLAND SSSl ISSUES: Pollution 16 (30'?'0) Water levels 26 (49%) Recreation 20 (38%) 
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URAL AREA: 34 Chilterns I WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: LOW 1 
DESCRIPTION: 
The chalk escarpment of the Chilterns i s  a dominant landscape feature, dissected by a number of small stream 
valleys. Wetland interest i s  limited to the Gha& streams. 

WETLAND SSST COVERAGE: 
SSSIs C'CIN7jlINING RT1%1NL) IlilU(12 I S  14/82 (17.1%) 
kYASXL~ llOAdINATITll BY A Wl?TIANl> IIABI72T 
XYAY1 WETLAND DCIMINA NTX 
XSSI NU1 WLNl' STATlJS 

4 (49%) 
open water reservoir (2), fen ( I ) ,  marsh (I )  

I oligotrophic, 1 rnesotrophic, 9 eutrophic, 1 unknown, 2 mar1 

KEY WETLAND 'TYPES: chalk streams (no data) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 339km 

KEY WETLAND SITES: 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
FriMaria titelaagris S Nyniyhoides yeltuta s 
Cuscutn europuua S Pilulurio globulifem S 
Siuni lrrt~diurn S Persicaria lnx+'oru S 

I,imosclla aquaticn S Damasonium disrna M M ( m  

ASSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1) invertebrate assemblages, trout and Atlantic stream crayfish associated 
with chalk streams 

KEY ISSUES: loss of ponds, abstraction, water quality, pollution, agricultural improvement, recreation, 
fisheries, stream engineering 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 3C4%1 Water levels 5(6%1 Recreation 514%) 
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NATURAL AREA: 35 Oxford Clay Vales I WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: OUTSTANDING 

DESCRIPTION: 
The Oxford Clay Vales comprise a low-lying river valley landscape of flood plains, small fields, with numerous 
hedges. Most of the Natural Area i s  within the Thames catchment, with the north-eastern area in the Great Ouse 
catchment and the south-western area in the Bristol Avon catchment. In places, gavel pits are increasingly 
common. llie Natural Area is divided for much of its length by a ridge of Coralian limestone. To the north of the 
ridge lies the Thames Valley overlying Oxford clay, which is covered by extensive gravel deposits. To the south 
the deposits are Kimmeridge and Gault clay with some limestone outcrops. 

NETLAND SSSI COVERAGE: 
,SSSls C'ONIXINING WETI>A Ni l  HABIL475 
,SLSLS1s DOMINATfiJ> BY A WETLANL) IlAl$fl'AT 
LSLSLSI WET12,4 ND DUM1NANI:S 

33/78 (42.3%) 
17 (21.8%) 
open water - natural (I), open water - gravel p ~ t  (2) 
wet woodland (3), flood meadow (7), ditch (1). 
wet grassland (2), river (1) 
4 oligotrophic, 28 mesohophic, 3 eutrophic SSs/  NII1'HIEN1'sljl7'U~S 

(_EY WETLAND TYPES: wet grassland (MG4, MGl3); open water gravel pit (no data); fen (M22); 
river systems and ditches (no data) 

,ENGTH OF RIVERS: 1.527 km 

CEY WETLAND SITES: Cotswold Water Park, Pixley and Yarton Meads, Clattinger Farm 
NCR 3, SAC 2 

\IATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
S Kquisctum vuriegutum Carex vulpirtn lWB(R) Potumogeion ttichoides S 

Apium repens IWB(i?) Potamopton nodosus RDR(R) Nymphides peltda S 
( 7 a r ~ x ~ l ~ ~ o r n i i , s  IWBfl)  C'uscufa europava S Poiamogelon compressus s 
Pkitillarin ntelonjiris S Limosella uquatica S Sium lcrlifolium S 
Lcucojunr uestivunt RDB(li) Docrylorhizn trnunsteincri S Oenunthe silaifolicr S 

viulo peruicifulin Rmw 

I,,ytllrum Itjwsopifoliu 1 U I . U ~  Persicnrio lavtjlora S Afyriophylluni verticillatum S 

4 S S OCT ATED TNTERE STS : 1) aquatic invertebrates and breeding waterbirds associated with open water 
2) breeding birds and Atlantic stream craylish associated with river systems 

KEY ISSUES: decline of hay making, horsiculture, development, enrichment, mineral extraction, water quality, 
agricultural improvement, recreation, angling, succession, water levels in rivers, abstraction, 
river management 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 12 (36%) Water levels 10 (30%) Recreation 21 (64%) 
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NATLJRAL AREA: 36 Oxford Heights WETLAND SIGNLFICANCE: MEDIUM 

I I 
DESCRIPTION: 
The Oxford Heighw is a narrow, coraliai limestone ridge that bissects the Oxford Clay Vale. The ridge was heavily 
eroded during the Ice Age and is associated with bands of greensand and Kimmwidge clay where it merges with 
the Vale. Spring-lines and flushes are cornnon at the junction with the Vale, in places fanning extensive calcareous 
fern. The size and position ofthis Natural Area meails that agriculture atid developrnent prove a serious threat to 
the nature conservation interest. 

WETLAND SSSl COVERAGE: 
S:YLSIS C'CINIAINING WFTIAND IIAEIITATA' 
SSSIs DOMINA 7'1:'D B Y  A Wl?TI,ANlj IIABITAT 
S S S l  WE77,ANIl/3OMINANIS 
SSSI NIU'KIENT sm uiLs 

9/27 (40.9Yo) 
2 (9.1%) 
fen ( I), wet woodland (1) 
7 oligotroghic, 2 mesotrophic, 1 eutrophic 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: fen (M13, M24, S26); wet woodland w5> 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 165krn 

KEY WETLAND SITES: C O W  Fen 
NCR 1, SAC 1 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Dactylorhim traunstciwc~ S 
PornmoRerun colorufus s 
Persicaria Im~jloru S 

ASSOCIATED INTERESTS: 1) invertebrate ilssemblages of calcareous fms 

I_ 

KEY ISSUES: succession, lack of management 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 3 (33%) Water levels 5 (56%) Recreation 8 (89%) 

KLY OI3IF,CTTVF,S: 1 ) Maintain and enhance the current extmt, divesOity md camdhim ofthe wdland habitats through qprqwkitbe mmil(Mg 
and suhsequmt managcmcrrt. 
2) Mtd all tkercyuiranma of intematimal t r d w  r d h g  to wdand ctn.watim, n m d y  the Ramsar mvmtim, Birds 
Dirdivc and 1Iabit;rtS and g e c l ~  Diredive. 
3) Restore and udiimw the hydrology. water quality and m a g c m m t  ofwdlmd sit& that arc nrrrmtly in suh-apthm 
ccslditim. 
4) Sceli opportunities rvr hahitat a d m  of wdland habitdq. 
S )  Maintain and cnhancc important pcpMitns of wetland plants and 4 s  and carry out apprcpriate m d & g  to 
dt.lmiine their status. 
6) Llase with the Euvircluruent Agmq and &cr govovanmmt bodis  over policy kutx and planning 
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NATURAL AREA: 37 Wessex Downs I WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: MEDIUM I/ 
DESCRlPTI ON: 
The Wessex Downs is a chalk escarpment, dissected by the river valleys o f  the Upper Kemet and the Lambourn, 
supporting important flood meadow communities. 

WETLAND SSSl COVEKAGE: 
SLSSI.s C'CINlXINING WETLANlI fIAL3Ii'AlS 
,YSSIs DOMINA 7 K I j  RY A W I Y I A  NI;, FIABIUI I '  
SSN WITTI/A NI;, DOMINA NTX 

L%SN NlJTIjILNT STA TlJS 

10136 (27.8%) 
0 ( 16.7%) 
mire (l), feu (l), flood meadow (l), river (2) 
grazing marsh ( 1  ) 
2 oiigotrophic, 8 mesotrophc, 2 eutrophic 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: river (river type 3); flood meadow (MGX); wet woodland (W7) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 233 km 

KEY W T I A N D  SITES: River Avon, River Kennet 
SAC 2 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Leuuojtmr uc~slivum MM(R~ 
Sium lutrJioliurn S 
Potunra~rlon lrichoidfs s 

4SSOCTATED INTERESTS: 1 )  Atlantic stream crayfish and fish assemblage associated with river valleys 
2) invertebrate assemblages of river valleys and associated habitats 
3) breeding wafers associated with wet grassland 

KEY ISSUES, water quality, abstraction, fish farming, agricultural improvement, signal crayfish, navigation, 
inappropriate management, recreation, tree planting, water level control, gravel extraction, 
reedbed management, sewage, development, roads, low river flows, waste disposal, flood 
alleviation 

WETLAND SSST ISSUES. Pollution 3 (30%) Water levels 7 (70%) Recreation 3 (90%) 
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NATURAL AREA: 38 London Basin I WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: OUTSTANDING 1 

DESCRTPTION: 
The London Basin is a large synche comprising mostly of sand and clay sediments. The Natural Area is dominated 
by London, with a network of surrounding commuter towns, f a d a n d  and recreational land. The wetland interest 
largely consists of mature and newly-created open water sites and river valley grasslands. 

WETLAND SSSI COVERAGE. 
~S~Y~SLY C ‘ O i l r l  XINING WE7 Y A N D  HA RITA TLS 94140 (07 1%) 

open water - natural (2),  open water - poois (3), 
gravel pits (41, wet grassland (5), fen ( 3 ) ,  canal (2). 
reservoirs (?), mire ( 3 ) ,  wet woodland (S), river (2) ,  
wet heath (I), flood meadow (4), swamp (2) 
1 dystrophic, 26 oligotrophic, 50 mesotrophc, 
29 eutrophic, 9 unknown, 3 liypertrophic 

SSSLS DOMIN~I m i  BY A WETI,AW HA KIT AT 17 (26 4%) 
SiSiSl WK1’LRNll DOMINANTLY 

~5’h5’iSl NT JTRlkNl’ sl 21‘1 JS 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 3,220 km 
KEY WETLAND SITES: 

wet grassland (ME4, MG7NGI 1, M23); fen (S28, M13, M22, M25); 
river (no data); swamp (S5, S6, S9); open water aquatic (no data) 

Sandhurst to Owlsmoor Bogs, Walthamstow Reservoirs, Basingstoke Canal 
SPA 2, NCR I 

NATIONALLY RAKE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Cetitima pncurnownrithe ‘S thscutn europnea S 

Lycupodiclla r’nuriclutu S Dnctylorhizu truunsteincri S 

Carcx divisn S Damusonrum olisrna RJmE) 
Persicaria laxiyoru S Wuiin f hexundra s 
f ’n t ornogetan nodosus IUNl@) I,imosclla nquuiicn s 
Sonchus yolusiris S Menthn pulegiuni m4W 
Crnssuiu tillaea S I’iluluria g1obulifi.m S 

lllecehruni werticillutum s I<munculus tripartitus S 

Carex j i l ~ @ n i s  RDi3(R) cvperusftlscus RDR(ITs) 
Dtyopteris cristuta IUIO(M Lecrsiu oryzoides lUN3(Vj 

Moln lactca S Huplvururn fillcuturn RJM(I?) 

f,’arc.x elongatn 
Puccinellin rup estris 

Oenantlic silnifolia 
Potornogeton trichoides 
Ftitillutia mclcagris 
Nymphoides peltatn 
Charnaerneluni riabilc 
M-vriophyllurn verticillntum 
Callitriche truwcntn 
Thclyperis palustris 

AS 
S 
s 
S 
S 
S 

S 
S 
S 
S 

ASSOCIATED WERESTS: I ) wet grassland and riparian invertebrate assemblages 
2) breeding waders associated with wet grassland 
1 

KEY ISSUES: scrub encroaclment, neglect, development, habitat restoration, water level control, abstraction, 
recreational use of gravel pits and reservoirs, agricultural improvement, industrial pollution, 
urban and sewage pollution, wet grassland survey, inappropriate management, flood control, 
river engineering, need for better water body zoning, algal blooms 

I WETLAND SSST ISSUES: Pollution 56 (60%) Water levels 55 (59%) Recreation 48 (51%) 
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NATURAL AREA: 40 North Kent Plain WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: MEDIUM 

P - 
DES CRlPTI ON : 
The North Kent Plain is a generally low-lying area, The Blean woodland complex lies to the west on heavy clay 
soils. TO the east, the North Kent agricultural plain is intensively farmed. The Isle of Thanet is a chalk outlier to 
tlie north. The wetland interest is principally concentrated in the river valleys of tlie Stow and Wantsum which 
dissect these three areas. 

VETLAND SSST COVERAGE: 
,s:s:Cls CONl;? JNJNG WRTIAND HABUA TS 
SSSIs L ~ C ~ M l N . 4 1 ~ 1 ~  RY A WKTIANLI IMUTAT 
SSN WI<'7'l2A NLI DOMNA NTS 
S X Y I  NTITRIENT STA Tl I,!! 

4/11 (36,4%) 
3 (27.3%) 
gavel pit (1  ), fen ( I ) ,  wet woodland (2) 
1 oligotrophic, 3 mesotrophic, 2 eutrophic 

;EY WETLAND TYPES: wet grassland (MG6, MG7); dune slack (SD14); swamp (S4, S6); 
open water - pond (no data) 

>ENGTH OF RIVERS: 124 km 

;EY WETLAND SITES: Stodmarsh 
RAM 1, SPA I, NCR 1 

4ATTONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Potuniogeton colorutus S WolJi[i urrhizu S 

Myriophyllum wriicillulum S Curex divisn S 
Potumogrton acutifulius K u ~ ( x )  I'uccinellio rupertris S 
Jioicus ociitids s Ruppia cirrhosa S 
AI~havri  oJiciriulis S Potantoxcion trichoides S 
Thrlypreris pulustris S 

W S OCIATED INTERESTS : I j breeding and wintering waders and wildfowl associated with wet grassland 
2) invertebrate assemblages of wet grassland, reedbed and aquatic habitats 
3) breeding reedbed birds 

KEY ISSUES: subsidence, agricultural improvement, turf removal, water level control, ditch management, 
saline intrusion, reedbed management, scrub encroachment, fragmentation, habitat creation 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 3 (75%) Water levels 3 (75%) Recreation 4 (100%) 
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NATURAL AREA 41 North Downs I WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE MEDIUM 

DESCRIPTION: 
The N d i  Downs comprises a chalk outcrop, which supports an outstanding variety of wildlife associated with the 
calcareous soh. The wetland interest is largely found in the river valleys of the Wey, Mole, Darent, Medway m d  
Great Stour. 

c 

WETLAND SSSl COVERAGE, 
SSSIS  CIUNTAININC; Wli7'lSl ND IIABITA TS 
SLS,SIs DOMINAYELL) B Y  A WETIAND IIALUTAT 
LStKSI WET14 NI3 DUMINANTLS 
SSSI  N UIRKIENT STA TI J X  

4/51 (7.8%) 
I (2.0%) 
fen (1) 
4 mesotropliic 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: fenhire (no data) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 181 km 

KEY WETLAND SITES: 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
C'hamuanrelum nobilv S c'urrx clivisu S 
AIthuea oflcinulis S I'yrolu ro tundpiu  S 
Sonchus yuiustris s Potarnogetan trichoidvs S 
Persicona Iuxijorcr s I'ullitnchr truticuta s 
Pilulrrriri .qlobul~eru s 

ASSOClATED INTERESTS: 

KEY ISSUES: grazing, water abstraction, scrub invasion, drainage, development 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 0 Water levels 1 (25%) Recreation 0 
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NATURAL AREA. 42 Romney Marsh WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: HIGH 

DESCRIPTION: 
Romtiey Marsh is an area of low-lying land fonned behind a shingle barrier beach. Much of tlre area is arable, with 
fragments of grazing marsh and two areas of sand dune. 

WETLAND SSSI COVERAGE: 
SSSh CONljllNING WflTIA ND IIABI71 TS 
SS'S'is DCIMINATEL) BY A U'ETL4ND HABILAT 
SX'l WETIAND DUMINANIS 

9/13 (69.2%) 
5 (38.5%) 
open water - gravel pit (I), gazing marsh (3), 
wet woodland ( 1 ) 

LYLYLYI NTJTRIlTNT S l y  1YJS 1 oligotrophic, I mesotrophc, 8 eutrophic, 4 brackish 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: wet grassland (no data); swamp (S4j; ditches, canals and ponds (no data); 
wet woodland P I ) ;  open water - gravel pits (no data) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 193 km 

KEY WI'LAND SITES: Walland Marsh, Rye Harbour, Pett Level 
RAM 1, SPA 3, NCR 1 ,  SAC I 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
c'urex divisu S Ruypio civrholosu S 
Myriophylluni vcrticihturn S Puccinelliu rupcsrris S 
PotamngeIon ncur Nolius RDl?(rj, Thelypteris palustris s 
Porumogeron trichoides S Sium lutifoliuni S 
Althacu oflciriulis S Wolfla urrhiza S 

ASSOCIATED INTERESTS: I j breeding and wiutering wddfowl and waders associated with coastal wetlanr 
2) breeding reedbed birds 
3) aquatic and fen invertebrates 

KEY ISSUES: grazing marsh creation, agricultural improvement, drainage, grazing, road construction, water 
abstraction, lack of management, recreation, coastal protection, gravel extraction 

WETLAND SSSI rssms: Pollution 3 (33%) Water levels 4 (44%) Recreation 4 (44%) 
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NATURAL AREA. 43 Low Weald WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE. MEDIUM 

.. . 

DESCRIPTTON: 
This Natural Area largely coincides with the area of Weald clay which surrounds the older rocks ofthe High Weald. 
It is mainly low-lying and geutly undulating with wet, heavy clay soils, but with some beds of limestone and 
sandstone. It iicludes major stretches of tlle rivers Wey, Mole, Adur, Ouse, Eden, Medway, Teiver and Bcult. 
There are rare examples of damp neutral grassland and small farm ponds are fairly numerous on the clay. 

WETLAND SSSl COVERAGE: 
LSSSIs CYINTAINING WETLAND HA RITA TS 
LSLSLYI~~ DCIMINATED UYA WlW,AND HABITAT 

14/49 (28.6%) 
7 (14.3%) 
open water - natural (l), open water - reservoirs (I  ), 
fen (l), grazing marsh (I), river (Z), pond ( 1  )> 

wet grassland ( 1 ) 

ASLSkSI WETIAND DOMINANTS 

sLw r\rirrumr STA rus 1 oligotrophic, 5 mesotrophc, 9 eutrophic, 1 unknown 

KEY WETLAND TYPES: wet woodland (W6, WS, WlO), wet grassland (MG5, MG6, MGlOb, M23a); 
rivers and streams (no data): fen (M22a, M24a, c) 

LENGTH OF RIVERS: 1,335 km 

KEY WTLANU SITES: 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
C'urdumine bulb#ro S Carex divisa 
hfamogefon acutifolius mnp) Alopecurus bulbosus 
Chumaemelum nobile S Sium Idifolium 
Oenunthc sila(fo1iu S Ilhelypteris palusfri.~ 
Alfhaea oficinalis s hnunculus tripartitus 
Gorex elongutu S Myriophyllum verticillarum 
{'urex vulpina Rmw Porumogcron trichoides 
Puccinellia rupcstrLY s Wolfla urrhizu 

S 
S 
S 
s 
S 

S 
S 
S 

ASSOCIATED INTERESTS: I ) invertebrates of wet woodland and aquatic habitats 
2)  great crested newt and invertebrates associated with ponds 
3 j breeding and wintering birds associated with wet grassland 

KEY ISSUES: woodland management, recreation, grazing, fragmentation, threat of reservoir construction, 
pollution, abstraction, sewage, agicultural improvement, loss of wet grassland, loss of ponds, 
drainage, eutrophcation, water level control, ditch maintenance, road construction, river 
engiueering, hay meadow management 
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NATURAL, AREA: 44 Nigh Weald WETLAND SIGNIFICANCE: HIGH 

I I 

DESCRIPTION. 
The High Weald lies at the core of the Wealden anticline and is geologically complex This is made up largely of 
sandstones and clays, which forms a landscape of hi& wooded ridges and steep valleys. The rivers Medway, Ouse 
and Rother have cut steep-sided valieys which are wet and clayey Open water habitats include ponds originatmg 
from the iron industry, ornamental lakes and reservoirs 

v m m  SSSI COVERAGE: 
X W I s  C'ONTAINING W E T I A  ND HALIITA TS 
,SSS'/,s IXlhdINATED BY A WETIAND IIAHITAT 
L j ' i S L 5 ' I  WE7'I.A NI3 DOMINANT~Y 

27/49 (55.1%) 
6 ( I  2.2%) 
open water - natural (1), open water - pools (1 
open water - reservoir (1 ), fen ( I ) ,  gill valley (I), 
grazing marsh (1) 
4 oligotrophc, 14 mesowophic, 15 eutrophc, 2 m: SSSI N l i l  W E N T  STA T[JS 

:EY WETLAND TYPES: wet woodland (WSa, b, WBa, W7a, b, c); wet heath (M16); fen (M24, M25); 
open water + aquatic (no data) 

.ENGTEI OF RIVERS: 1,249 lun 

;EY WETLAND SITES: Pevensey Levels 
NCR 1 

JATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Cientiutm pneunionunthe s Peucedunurn palustrc S Curex divisn S 
J~ ycopudisllu inundutu s Sium lur$olium S 
(.'urdumine bulbgem s Thelypteris pulustris S Pilulunu globulifra S 
C'icendiu$/ilifortnis S Elafine hexandra S 
Vivlu lucku s Me-nlhu pulegiunt RDBfl) 
C~'huniuume1unt nabile s Lobeliu urens m-Yc3 
C'arw elongulm S E'otamogclon ucutifolius mww 

M,vriophyllum vertici1latum S 

iSSOClATED INTERESTS: I )  bryopliytes and lichens associated with wet woodland 
2) aquatic invertebrates, particularly Odonata 
3) amphibian community associated with ponds 

KEY ISSUES: inappropriate woodland management, recreation, water pollution, low flows, grazing, succession, 
fragmentation, agricultural improvement, nedect of ponds, pond creatiodmanagement 

IWETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 1 (4%) Water levels 1 (4%) Recreation 4 (15%) 
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NATURAL AREA. 4S South Downs WETLAND SIGNJFTCANCE. MEDIUM I 
DESCRTPTTON: 
The Soritlx Downs is a narrow, chalk escarpment dissected by the rivers Amn, Adur, Ouse and Cuclimere. The 
wetland interest is principally concentrated in the flood plain wetlands of the river valleys. 

WETLAND SSSl COVERAGE. 
X S S I ~  cmnumc; W ~ A  NI I I M  IWA T S  7/26 (26.9%) 
SS'SIS DC1~\4INAY'ELI BY A WL"1'UNLj EIARITAT 3 (1 1.5%) 
LYSLY/ LVETLAND DOlMINAN7s 
hXSI  N~I77Ut!Wl7 571 TlJS 

grazing marsh ( 2 ) ,  river (l), swamp (1) 
3 rnesotrophic, 4 eutrophc, 1 braclush, 1 mar1 

KEY WETLAND TYPES. wet grassland (MG6, MGlO); river (river types 1,2,3,4)  

LENGTEI OF RIVERS 91 km 

KEY WETLAND SITES. Seaford to Beachy Head 
NCR I 

NATIONALLY RARE AND SCARCE WETLAND PLANT SPECIES: 
Alihrreu oJicirruIis S 

Ruppiu cirrhnsu S 

ASSOCIATED INTERESTS: I ) riparian invertebrate assemblages 
2) breeding and wintering wildfowl and waders associated with wet grassland 
3 j otter associated with river systems 

KEY ISSUES: agricultural improvement, drainage, ESA implementation, riparian habitat management 

WETLAND SSSI ISSUES: Pollution 1 (14%) Water levels I (14%) Recreation 1 (14%) 

KEY OR.TF,CTnTES: 1 ) Maintain and d a n c e  the ammt extmt, diversity and mditim oftbe wetland habit& through appropriate mcmitcn?ng 
and subscqucnt m a g m c n t ,  particularly f ld-pl& grasslands. 
2) Mael all Uie rquiretumuts of in tmdimd treaties relating to wdlaid cmservalim. namely the Ratu%ar cmvmtim. Birds 
nireclive and Hahitak and S+eCim Diredive. 
3) Restore m d  d a n c e  the hydrology, water qualiiy and inmapnmt of welland sites that arc cwrmtly m mb-optiinum 
W f d i t i ( H 1 .  

4) Seek clppclr(utiitis lirr hahitat creation ofwdmdbai&L~. 
5)  Maintain and Blhmnce important pqmhtims of wdland pimb and animals and carry out Iipprtlpriate rnrdtkg  to 
ddgmine their si&w, p a ~ t i d a r l y  qccia assoLitaMt with floodplain g r d a n d s .  

6 )  Liase with the hnvironmcnt A p c y  md othcr g o v m c n t  bodies over poliLy issues and planning 


