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Introduction

Following the storm of October 1987, K.T.N.C. was contracted by
N.C.C. to set up and record, permanently marked relocatable
transects through selected areas of storm damaged woodland within
areas designated as non-intervention zones. The main purpose
being to provide base line recording for future studies on the
stand scale (level 3.) at the selected sites.

The work was carried out by D.N.Hutton.

The following sites were monitored:

1. Scords Wood, Toys Hill, Sevenoaks. (National Trust owned.)
2. Westfield Wood, Maidstone. (K.T.N.C. leasehold)
3. Parsonage Wood, Cranbrook. (K.T.N.C. owned.)

The recording was based on 20m wide transects as described in
Peterken and Backmerof 1988 and with reference to work done by
Dr. A. Whitbread while employed by N.C.C. (1988).

This survey was a follow-up to that carried out by D.N.Hutton in
1988. Selected lengths of the transects have been resurveyed
using the same method, the objective being to monitor changes in
the woodland structure.
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Recording method

The recording method used was the same as that used by D.N.Hutton
in 1988. (see App 1)

In some areas it was not possible to record the girths of
saplings even if they reached the required height of 1.3m, this
was due to considerable amount of regrowth. In such cases an
attempt has be made to estimate the density of saplings per unit
area.

In areas of extremely vigorous regrowth no attempt was made to
force an access, this was due to the potential damage to the
regrowth that would have been caused by disturbance and the
hazardous nature of such areas. An attempt to describe these
areas was made from a nearby vantage point.

RESULTS

Changes to woodland structure in the 1992 survey have been
plotted in red ink, on the original (1987) survey maps. The
original schedules have been modified again in red ink, noting
any obvious changes to individual trees.

Summaries of the changes to each area are also included.




SCORDS WOOOQD.

The areas resurveyed were as follows
Transect 180 - 270m An area of major storm damage.
Transect 410 - 440m An area of major storm damage

OBSERVATIONS
The following observations were made:-

Transect 180 -~ 270m
An area of major storm damage.Changes to this area may be
summarised as follows:-

a) Most fallen trees (Fagus sylvatica) have now died and are
in an advanced state of decay. (the range of fungi noted included
Neobulgia pura,Stereum hirsutum and Coriolus versicolor)

b) Vigorous growth of Betula pendula occurs throughout the
area (reaching a density of lS/m2 in the more open areas)

c) Patches of Ilex aguifolia have increased in area and
height.

d) The ground flora is dominated by Chamerion angustifolium
and Digitalis purpurea ,with Blechnum spicant growth apparent
around the base of root pits

e) Some root plates showed signs of recent disturbance, this
may have been due to recent heavy rain washing the so0il off the
roots.

f)There has been some disturbance in the area when the foot
path was reinstated.

Transect 410 - 440m
An area of major storm damage. Changes to this area may be
summarised as follows:-

a) All fallen trees still living and showing epicormic
growth.

b) Girths of trees, lengths of fallen timber and the size
the canopy gap show no change.

c) Vigorous growth of Vaccinium mirtilus of up to 0.75m now
forming an field layer with few of no other species present.

d) Spread of Ilex agquifolium, in some areas forming a dense
scrub.



WESTFIELD WOOD (TRANSECT A)
The areas resurveyed are as follows

Transect A 0-10m an area of slight storm damage
Transect A 10-20m an area of moderate storm damage
Transect A 40-60m an area of major storm damage.
Transect A 60-70m an area of no storm damage

OBSERVATIONS
The following observations were made,

Transect A 60-70m
This area has undergone very minor or no change since the
storm (original survey).

Transect A 0-10m
This area has only undergone minor changes. These may be
summarised as follows:-

a) Growth of Acer psuedoplatanus saplings occur in the area,
these are at a low density and less than <.4m in height.

b) Clematis vitalba and Rubus fruitcosus agg occur at a low
density in the area.

Transect A 10-20m
This area has undergone major changes, these may be
summarised as follows:-

a) Vigorous growth of Rubus fritcosus and Clematis vitalba,
climbing over fallen trees.

b) Some growth of Fraxinus excelsior and Sambucus nigra upto
2m in places.

Transect A 40-60m
An area of major storm damage, vigorous re-growth only
permitted limited access. Changes may be summarised as follows:-

a) The exposed woodland floor has vigorous and abundant
regeneration of Fraxinus excelsior up to 2m in places, and some
Acer Pseudoplatanus. This growth has an field layer of Rubus
fruticosus agg and Clematis vitalba.

b) Most fallen trees are still living, with Taxus baccata
showing epicormic growth.

¢} The increased occurrence of herbaceous plant species
noted in the original report have now decreased and have been
replaced by the species noted above.



WESTFIELD WOOD (TRANSECT B)
The areas resurveyed were as follows:-

Transect B 110m - 120m an area of slight storm damage.
Transect B 100m - 110m an area of slight storm damage
Transect B 70m - 90m an area of major storm damage

OBSEVATIONS
The following observations were made,

Transect 110 -120m
This area has only undergone minor changes. These may be
summarised as follows

a) Some 20 Taxus baccata seedlings have germinated in the
area.

b) One Fagus sylvatica has germinated in the area.

Cc) Rubus fruitcosus occur at a low density in semi-open
area.

d) Most fallen (or leaning ) trees still living, with Taxus
baccata showing epicormic growth.

Transect B 100 - 110m
This area has under gone a major change since the last
survey. This may be summarised as follows.

a) A fall of trees has occurred since the first survey was
carried out.

b) No change was detected in the ground flora.

Transect B 70 - 90m
An area of very major change. These may be summarised as
follows.

a) The exposed woodland floor has vigorous and abundant
regeneration of of Fraxinus excelsior up to 2.5m in places. This
growth has an field layer of Rubus fruticosus agg and Clematis
vitalba.

General note Westfield Wood.
a) Girths of trees, lengths of fallen timber and the size of
the canopy gap show no change.

b) Root pits show little or no sign of change.



PARSONAGE
The areas resurveyed were as follows

Transect 0 - 20m an area of no storm damage.
Transect 20 - 30m an area of minor storm damage.
Transect 30 - 60m an area of major storm damage.
OBSERVATIONS

Transect 0 - 20m

This area has undergone very minor or no change since the
storm

Transect 20 -30m
This area of minor changes. These may be summarised as

follows:~

a) Growth of Rubus fruiticosus, in more open areas.
Transect 30 -60m

An area of major storm damage, vigorous re-growth only
permitted limited access. Changes may be summarised as follows:-

a) The exposed woodland floor has vigorous and abundant
regeneration of Acer psudoplatanus, Betula pendula,and Castanea
sativa. This growth has an under layer of of Rubus fuiticosus.

General observations of Parsonage Wood.

a) Girths of trees, lengths of fallen timber and and the
size of the canopy gap show no change since the original survey.

b) Most fallen trees are still living, many showing
epicormic growth.

c) Root pits show little sign of change.

d) The fern species noted in original survey, have
'disappeared’ under the carpet of Rubus.



KEY TO MAP MODIFICATIONS

Please see Key Appendix 1 for explanation of map symbols.

major changes to woodland structure are maked in red on the
original maps thus

(ﬁéh“ﬂmhh Denotes area of

major change.
noting species ht ect

Denotes area of re-survey
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