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X i s  p u r p i ~  of :: sign i s  to  providc 
information close to the i'raturc 
hcing cxplained. '1.0 Ju this it musi 
he undcrstood, oLhcrwise there is IJO 

point in it bcing thcrc! Hcre are 
somc basic tips. 

Wrlring text 

e DO keep r h e  maximum number 
o f  words c ~ n  :i sign to 150. .I'he 
readcr will losic intcrcst in Innget 
texts so bo concise. 
DO a s s i i m r  thc rcadrr is not a 
specialist arid has no prior 
kriowlrdgc of rhc site. 

0 DO NOT' use jargon or write 

f>O ask scrmcont' r ioi  familiar 
wirh thc sitc 10 rcad your text, 
together with a n y  draft maps, to  
see if thcv can understand your 
nicssage. 

complex tcxts. 

naps 
I) DO kcep maps simple - many 

peoplc find flat plan maps hard 
to understand. 
DO include ~ K I  easily rccngniscd 
fcature rn which visitors can 
relate. Put  on a scale and a north 
point. 

D 130 rnakc thc map big enough. 
Layout of stgas 

I) 130 keep signs sirnplc and clear. 
Break complcx information intci 
sirnplc messages 2nd ccnvey each 

c 
Intcrpretamn at a public mewpoint. The interpretive panel closest to h e  
foreground describes thc gcomorphdogy of'tlit. vista. 'I'hc panels in t l ic  wall 
beyond describe the panorama. (Photo by Keith h t f )  I 

one separately within the signd 
IX) NOT crowd signs with test. 
Thc opcn space on a siLm 1s just 
as important as rhc words. 

e 130 NOT usc blcrcks of capital 
letters. T h c  eye will riot easilv 
rcad them. 

Siting of signs 
13C7 keep signs to a minimum. 
Imok a t  your site as a wholc and 
plan your signs acctirdingly. 

A close-up of thc guornorphology panel. T h c  story is broken up into thrcc 
themes using graphic 'boxes'. Notc the  maximum use o f  illustrations. 

, ,I_*_---., I . -. 

DO N O T  site signs wherc they 
cannot be rcad. The  natural cyc- 
linc i s  sliFhtly downwards. 
Children and wheelchair visitors 
will nrrd signs at ;1 lower level 
than adults. 
- . . . ~ ~ - . . . I  _~- 

A V < ? I < I ~ F L  
readinci 
distance 

?C3 Cnnc c: I vlslor! 

I 
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thi.ti lhcll- ai;tual nL]rTlhcI. \lri: I l A \  c ii 
hearing (311 tvpc o i  i n r c r p r i ~ i l ~ ~  
mciiia V O ~ I  llsr.  or cxarnplc. i f  ytlu 
h a v ~  :z l a r p  nuryitwr of ~~on-spccial is t  
visitors 11 1n;jV hc mc?rc cc~rri~-miicai to 
providt. an ~nxcrprc.t i \ .~ p i i < \ ]  on-sitc. 
giving basic iriformarlon, ih:m tc.1 g1VC 

rach visitor a leaflet. 
try and 

cstitnatc tjir acrual or projcctcd 
risitor numbrrs;  you mny need to 
organisr a s u n q  for this. 

Whcrc and when? 

Firstly> rerriemhcr thai  iiot ail 
intcrprctation takes place cin-sitc, 
\ ' i~ltors m a y  wish to have somr 
inforniation abotrt the site bcfori. or 
aftcr their visit. Irrcirrd, 
intcrprctatiiin may be rryuircd f o r  
pcciple who cannot visit the site at  311. 

I d c a11 y . in form at i (1 n ch o 11 1 d b c 
available on-sit? when the visitors arr  
thcre. For a variety of rcasons . Irgai. 
operatirinal or aesthetic - this m a v  
not be possihlc. I n  tliai 
interpretation m a v  ha\,c tii hc 
provided ncnrby, pussibly In thr  forrrr 
(if an information point. 

Think about seasonalin.. Unlike 
biological sites, geoiogicai onc"s a r t ,  
k v  and larjic, no: affcctcd h h -  thc time 
of !car hut your visitors ofreii are. 
Chsual visitor attendance m a y  pcak 
during thc siitiiiner, but educational 
usage may he greatcr in the autumn.  
If viw arc considering outdiiiir- 
displays do they nccd to bc (.rut all 
year? You may need a sirnplc n ~ n -  
specialist leaflet in the summer and 
an cduoaticinal workshcct at other 
times. 

Row to go about it  

This  is thc hurdle that the 
incxpcricnccd, or over-cn rhusiastic, 
may leap at  without givinfi any real 
thought t o  the hasic i n t q m i i v e  
rstiimaic. As a resulr thc medium 
may become more important than 
the mcssagc. There is a rangc of 
inieTretive options avaiiabli., m d  
somc arc consrdrrably niorc 
cvpensivc than orhtxs. FIowC*vt*r, if 
y i i  have given serious thought tn the 

appropriate will rcadily prcsont 
rhctnsclves t o  vou.  

human guide. I Ic or shc car! p ~ r c h  
thcl1- m c s s a ~ c  I 0  Lhe lcvcl nt thc 
audience, dd ivc r  dir infoinmatit,n at 
an  :Ipprnpriate ratc a n d  m s w r  any 
clwstlons as  they arc' raised. 'l'hcy Cic 
not,  nucessarily, need any hxk-up 
inte~-pret:irinn. ( h d e s .  hiiwcvcr, arc 
not =~la;ays the must practical 
~ ~ l ~ l l t 1 0 l 1 .  

I t  i \  wcli ~ ~ o r t h w h i l r  

h,  J S I C  :. qucstions thcn t h y  most 

'I'hc mnq t  flcsibie rnrciiurn IS the 

i'hc ~ m ~ r  rnosr common 

i n u c ~ r c t i v i .  nicdia ;IFL. iL,4i!lm and 
oii-sirc di<pl:iy> :sign- rind 
i1itexpetk-v panels).  T h c s c  have ~ h c  
i l i !dvantapc ot prcscnting 
i n f i ~ r m a t ~ ~ n  in 3 prrdetcrlnincd form 
a n d  oi'hcing 'onc-Ll-a) ' Tiiriiis d' 
coiimiunicarion. thc USC: not havlng 
thc iipportunity t u  ask questions. 
I-lowcvt.r, they can be r w > -  
ccimimIc:~I In tcr i i~s  nf cost per uscr. 

about :i site before. during and after a 
visit hut  think about how > ~ i u  will 
clistribtirc thctn. On-sirc dispensers 
arc aii wry weil hut nccd rciilling 
regularly. arid can hc prone to 
vaniiiiltsm, cspccinlly il the! have a 
contnlncr for nioncy.  I f  the leaflets 
arc to  bc distrihurcci off-site. from 
whom will the!: bc availablr and 
whcn? 

On-sitr displays have thc 
advantage o f  providiri!: inforrnatiiin 
to anyone visiting thc vtc .  They  can 
rangy from a simple sign idcntifi-ing 
thc site and prwidmg a contact 
addrcss for more infmiiation to a 
purpose-built interprrtive pancl. 
h n c l s  oftcn cost niurr to produce 
than leaflcts hut c:m be chcnpcr in 
~ h c  l o n ~  run. If vou get a large 
num!ocr o f  non-specialist visitors in 
the summer and fcw in the winter 
w h y  riot providr a removahlc, and so 
possiblv chcaper, display that can be 
stored safely during the winter? 

iMorc ambitious forms of 
interpretation iriclude geological 
trails. Here the information IS usually 
provided 'nq' a cornbinatiim of lcatlcts 

I .c:itlct.; can prirvidc Infi,rmation 

rind 011- \ I t < '  piinclS. ' 1 . x i I f i  T n L i i i  tit, 
atric, 10 r:iki' ;I 1 ~ i - g ~  numbcr c - r t - \  i i i t o p  

withour giving rlic RI darnagc; h y -  
thcir vcr?' mturc  the>- encourngc 
visirors r o  usc thcm. Can  your  sit? 
cope? Arc. you abic t~ prcr\,idc 
f . ' I '  ' ~ i i  ]tics for thc u-hccictiair visitor? 
'Higii-:-ch' inrcrprrtatlon such as 
tnpc-cassrttcs and scilai--poa.crcd 
listcning posts are cxpcnsivc to  
provide and maintain. Think hard 
hcfok installing these: ynir need large 
numhcrs  of fci.-pavin_r visitors t i )  
recoup your  invcstinent. 

T h c  s m i c  is true fur visitor. 
ccntres. T o  m a n y  people thcsc arr  
the ultimntc fwrn of  intcrpretation 
almost an cnd in dianisclvcs. ,Much 
rime and money must  go intcr 
planning, building and f i t tm-ou t  a 
ccntrc, and  dien i r  must bc staffed 
and fundrd, not just in the short- 
tcrnm hut in ere long-tcrm as well. 
T h a t  is a considerable crmtni tmrnr .  
In reality, I suspect that few 
gciilogical sites would warrsnt 
intcrprcroric)n on that scalc. 

Scr thrre we arc. I have tried to 
provjdc a very brief introduction inT0 
cnvironmcntal intci-pretation and 
give some idca ot the yucstiiins r o  ask 
whilc y o u  lire planning. Remember, 
thcrc is n o  single 'right' mswcr to 
irmrpreting a site. I t  depends upon 
many  fictors but if you conccntratc 
on getting the basics riEht, your 
Intcrprrlation w-ill work whatever the 
availablc r c s ~ ~ r c r s .  Good luck and 
havr fun! 

- ...... .- ... 
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Kevin Page, English Nature 

The Third Inrernational Symposium 
on J U ~ H W C  Stratigraph!-, held in 
Poiriers (Franut.: during Septcmhcr, 
providcd rrsearch workers with a 
varied pr-ogammc of thematic 
Iccturtts, workshops and field visits. 

lliruuphout thc meeting. delegates 
cxpressrd a cornnlon concern for Lhr 
efkctivc cnnscnration of important 
stratigraphic localities. T h i s  was 

exemplified during a ficld visit to a sitc 
ncar the small town ofThouars,  
wherc the T'oarcian Stage of tlic 
Jurassic System was first idcnrified in 
the mid-18th Century. The  site is 
prorecrcd as a geoiogioal reserve and 
prnvides a superb cxamplc of what 
can hc achieved through Khe 
cooperation of professIona1 grologisrs 
and local people. 

The residents of T'houars have an 
intilxrsr pride in thcir reserve. It is 

i l  

seen as bcing an inzepai pan nf their 
local heritagc, along-sidc thc town's 
architecture and wine. T h i s  sense of 
pride is rnanlfrstcd in the 
management of thc site. The local 
council carry out most of the day-to- 
day maintenancc. as wcli as 
controllinz access. This enthusiasm 



has been fostered by rhe geological 
community, who have not only sought 
to explain the importance of the site to 
local people, but have also openly 
expressed appreciation for their 
support. Local involvement of' this 
kind provides the ultimate solution to 
problems such as vandalism and fly- 
tipping, which are recurrent at many 
British localities. 

The lnterpretarion of  the sire's 
stratigraphic interest is excellent, A 
series of site information boards, 
pamphlets and guide books are 
designed 10 interacr with the 
geological exposures. On the quarry 
faces, important horizons are rnarkcd 
by plaques, and casts of key fossils are 
mounted at the exact level from which 
they were originally obtained. This  
simple exercise conveys a complex 
body of information extremely well. It 

One of the cxccllent site information 
hoards a[ the geological reserve at 
Thouars I 

provides visitors wirh an 
understanding of the principals of 
biostratigraphy and of the 
eVolUtiOnary pattern of ammonites, 
each with irs own diStinCKiVC form, 
during the Toarcian Stage. 

first rate example of what can be 
achieved in increasing public 
awareness and understanding of 
genlogy, and involvement in geological 
conservation. Its success is based on 
two of thc mosi important 
cornerstones of any conservation 
scheme - the support of local people 
and clear imaginative presentation of 
geolofiical information. W 

The reserve at Thouars provides a 
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