EC Directive 92/43 on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild
Fauna and Flora

Citation for Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

Name: River Dee and Bala Lake

Unitary Authority/County: Cheshire, Denbighshire, Flintshire, Gwynedd, Shropshire,
Wrexham

SAC status: English part designated on 1 April 2005
Welsh part designated on 13 December 2004

Grid reference: SJ422503

SAC EU code: UK0030252

Area (ha): 1308.93

Component SSSI: Afon Dyfrdwy (River Dee) SSSI, Llyn Tegid SSSI, River Dee

(England) SSSI

Site description:

The River Dee has its source in Snowdonia at the outflow of Llyn Tegid and it includes the
Ceiriog, Meloch, Tryweryn and Mynach tributaries. Its catchment contains a wide spectrum
of landscape from high mountains around Bala, rugged peaks near Llangollen, steep sided
wooded valleys, and the plains of Cheshire, Flintshire, north Shropshire and Wrexham. There
is a tidal influence as far upstream as Farndon and high tides regularly exceed the Chester
weir crest level.

The aquatic plant community includes Wirtgen’s water-crowfoot Ranunculus x bachii and
pond water-crowfoot R. peltatus, and also floating water-plantain Luronium natans. Water-
crowfoot forms extensive beds along the whole length of the Dee where flow conditions are
suitable. Other aquatic plants which occur within the site include intermediate water-starwort
Callitriche hamulata, alternate-flowered water-milfoil Myriophyllum alterniflorum and
bryophytes including Rhynchostegium riparoides and Fontinalis antipyretica. Marginal
vegetation consists mainly of reed canary-grass Phalaris arundinacea with occasional
branched bur-reed Sparganium erectum.

There is good tree cover along the banks of the River Dee and the tributaries, with the Ceiriog
being tree lined on both banks along much of its length. The dominant species are alder Alnus
glutinosa and willow Salix spp., with occasional ash Fraxinus excelsior and oak Quercus spp.
Where sections of the riverbank have been fenced off the vegetation tends to be dominated by
bramble Rubus fruticosus agg., nettles Urtica dioica and other tall ruderals.

The River Dee is recognised as one of North Wales’ premier rivers for Atlantic salmon Salmo
salar. The Mynach, Meloch and Ceiriog tributaries are the most important salmon spawning
tributaries in the Dee catchment. Other migratory fish utilising the river system include river
lamprey Lampetra fluviatilus and sea lamprey Petromyzon marinus. The Dee also supports
important populations of non-migratory fish including bullhead Cottus gobio and brook
lamprey Lampetra planeri. The otter Lutra lutra is well established throughout the river
system, especially where appropriate bank side cover exists.
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Qualifying habitats: The site is designated under article 4(4) of the Directive (92/43/EEC)
as it hosts the following habitats listed in Annex I:

e Water courses of plain to montane levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis and Callitricho-
Batrachion vegetation. (Rivers with floating vegetation often dominated by water-
crowfoot)

Qualifying species: The site is designated under article 4(4) of the Directive (92/43/EEC) as
it hosts the following species listed in Annex II:

e Atlantic salmon Salmo salar

e Brook lamprey Lampetra planeri

¢ Bullhead Cottus gobio

e Floating water-plantain Luronium natans
e Otter Lutra lutra

e River lamprey Lampetra fluviatilis

e Sea lamprey Petromyzon marinus

This citation relates to a site entered in the Register
of European Sites for Great Britain.

Register reference number: UK0030252

Date of registration: 14 June 2005

Signed: =7 reow > alm—

On behalf of the Secretary of State for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs

The site is also entered in the Register of European
sites for Wales, maintained by the National
Assembly for Wales.
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