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INTRODUCTION

English Nature’s Information Systems Programme provides the framework for managing data and
information systems to ensure that these serve the organisation’s effective delivery of nature
conservation. The Programme recognised ‘science and development’ as one of four systems in English
Nature that required business analysis and pilot development during the first three years of the

Programme.

Habitats and Species Branches have produced a guide to the databases they hold as a contribution to
the development of a system to hold conservation information. The Guide comprises summary tables
describing the databases with a brief text that highlights their common characteristics. The tables are
arranged so that, as far as possible, databases relevant to the new Specialist Support Teams are
grouped together. It is hoped that the Guide will be a useful source of information for Specialist and
Local Teams in English Nature’s new structure. ’



SECTION I

HABITAT DATABASES



Description of databases (Table 1)

Every section of Habitats Branch uses databases (23 different ones in total in the Branch).

Note: Information generally relates to geographically defined sites, referenced by one or more

grid references, not to all the 1 km squares covered by a particular habitat.
The majority of the databases hold information in part or wholly on computer (17 in all).

Nine databases have information that is more or less complete for England and are thus truly

national in scope, while seven are actively being extended in coverage.

Most of the databases contain habitat information, primarily relating to vegetation types, only

four have information on taxonomic groups other than plants.

The level of detail about habitats varies, one has information on habitat extent only, four have
Phase I data only while 11 include at least some Phase II information. Only one (a woodland
database) is a Phase III database (ie detailed, repeat recording at sites - a monitoring database),

the rest are ‘one-off” apart from the repeat recording of some marine and woodland sites.

The overall quality of the data is considered to be generally good. However, the data that
have been integrated within each database were usually collected over a relatively long time
span (10+ years) and thus represent the state of the habitat in different areas (eg counties) at
somewhat different times, rather than providing a ‘snap-shot’ of the national picture.

Ownership, accessibility and dissemination (Table 2)

Thirteen databases are wholly ‘owned’ by the Branch, two are part-owned and seven,
including all those in the new Coastal Specialist Support Team, are owned by others (Regions,
SNH or JNCC).

Most of the databases, which contain together at least £2-3 million pounds worth of data, exist
at more than one location and so are reasonably secure, although some woodland, grassland

and peatland data exist at only one location.



Within English Nature, the databases in their national form are generally accessible only in
Habitats Branch, although Regions usually have partial sets of data that are relevant to their
area. Regions also hold relevant reports and inventories, only five databases are currently
restricted to Habitats Branch within EN although two of these are also held by other

organisations.

Most of the databases were not thought to contain confidential information but some (eg
grasslands and marine) do have confidential information, eg about pSSSIs, ownerships and

‘commercial in confidence’ data.

The recent introduction of the EC Environmental Information Regulations means that requests
for non-confidential information from databases from outside organisations and individuals are
likely to increase. Some interpretation will be required for most ‘raw’ database output but

most databases are being used or already have been used to produce reports and inventories.

Computer systems (Table 3)

~ With the exception of the woodland databases, and one coastal module on the GIS all

computer databases are on PCs.

The predominant software system is AREV and with the exception of Uplands, and possibly
Estuaries, the sections have no plans (or resources) to change their software systems. If

owners of databases outside EN, eg JNCC, change software then change will be necessary.

Several sections require access to a graphic plotter to produce at least simple coloured

distribution maps and diagrams.

Bibliographic databases (Table 4)

There are 11 bibliographies, seven of which are on computer. Five of these are PC-based.
Only one (a woodland bibliography) is on EN’s corporate bibliographic database STATUS.

Only one section (Woodlands) has a direct computer link to STATUS although all other

sections would like to have such a link.



Uplands, Wetlands and Estuaries sections do not currently have bibliographies but want to

develop them.

Four sections would like to transfer existing bibliographies to STATUS, if resources were

available, to improve the searching power and to make them more accessible to others.
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SECTION 2

SPECIES DATABASES






Description of databases (Table 1)

Every section of Species Branch uses databases (11 different ones in total in the Branch). The

majority are computerised.

Two sections (Invertebrates and Birds) rely heavily on national databases maintained by INCC.
Improving access to these is a priority for the Branch. These databases do not appear in the

table as they are not ‘owned’ within the Branch.

Data on the distribution of many species are held at the Biological Records Centre. However,
this system does not easily relate occurrence to sites of conservation importance or to

communities.

Most databases are being actively added to as part of their monitoring function. Because of

this they cannot, by their nature, ever be considered complete.

The overall quality of the data is generally considered to be good, though information has

generally been collected over a long period.

Ownership, accessibility and dissemination (Table 2)

Six databases are wholly ‘owned’ by the Branch, two or three are shared with JNCC and one
is owned by an NGO.

Most data exist at more than one location and so are reasonably secure. However, the need

to maintain some confidential information restricts the distribution of some.

National databases on Invertebrates and Birds are held and maintained by JNCC. On-line

access to these is a priority and on-line access to BRC may also be achievable in the future.

Copies of data or inventories have been provided to Regions, JNCC or other agencies where

appropriate.

Some data about the occurrence of rare species are confidential and so must remain under the

control of the data ‘owner’. This applies mainly to rare plant information.






Computer systems (Table 3)

[ All computer databases held in the Branch are on PCs.

[ The predominant software system is AREV. There are no plans to move data to other
software systems and the main priority is to improve the hardware through the phased

replacement of ageing computers.

® GIS has considerable potential for use with species data, but neither the hardware nor software

is currently available within the Branch.

Bibliographic databases (Table 4)

® Six bibliographic databases are held in the Branch, of which two are on computer. One of

these is PC based, the other on the corporate bibliographic database system STATUS.






sa[y prIq

J1qeLIRA sojis/satoadg sax s ON wepodun Ajfeuoneurajuy ']
spag
poo3d o1 Jieq 0661-SL61 + II 9seud 01 pappe A[2AnoY (3In) s°& ON sax sanieso] Jueld gqy ¢
Sp10391 WNLeqIay
poo3 o1 Iteg pue aInjeII| sax (O¥g 18 s9x) sax eiep gy [eOUOISTH ‘T
soroads
poo3 o1 11eg 0661-SL61 + I oseyd 0} pappe A[oAnoy ITe SI9A0D ‘s3 ) sax ON sjuerd rejnosep gay 1
sjueld
LSS SANVIdN
:HH om“:m:
SJunod pue

poon snonunmuo) sJIs Je sareds sax sax sax aseqejep sajIs jeq - sayisieqg ¢
poos o) neJ snonuyuo) sa1Is 1e sardadg sax - sax sax oseqejep sounnbuo - ejepieg '
S[eUIW Al
ATenuuy 9IS 18 saradg FEI ON FEV Iosida1 ayis YoelloneN ‘g

aseqeep omdax
Ieg saroadg sax (O¥g 18 ‘saR) sax pue ueiqiydwre [euoneN |
sueiquydury 2 samdoy

12A9] ysIew ejep
poon 1661-1861 saroads T oseyd, Suize1d 10j ‘sax So K SOk KoaIns ()7 ‘oseqaMdAU]  °€
pood o1 Iteg 7670661 S9X S9X SYUNN Uo sofjjronng ‘7

U9 UOI[BMPOOA
poon [enuuy V/N ON SoL 1® Apenng Iaddoy 98re7 '
S9JBIQI)IIIAU]
LSS SANVIMOT

sajep Surp.aodau sajep EYNh) 4 puejduy
ejEp JO ANfend) jeaday ‘faAans Jjo-auQ KdA4mS Jo [PAY] ng 3durooug 10§ 3pdduro) sndwod uQ taded ug

SNOILAIXDSHA dSVEV.LVd

I HT14VL






HNS pue

AN HNS DONI( sy
ON ay) ur seame pnq juepodwy - s % DONI 18 Os[Y DONI 18 os[e ‘sax Ylim paumo-o) pnq juepodunt A[jeuoneurau] ‘|
spig
ON ON sax sax ON sax sonmesof jueld gay ‘€
ON ON soX o¥d e o8|y odg e Oud A19eqoid eep gy [BOUOISTH '

NI yim OONI[
ON ON SOA £dos ‘ODNf Aq pIoH S % Kq paurvurews g siuepd meostA gy 1
syurld
LSS SANVTdN
1 Juem
Kayy J1 pap1oap aaey £ay) 90uo s1aded
SISO 01 pajeurwIassip aq oJ, orynuardg :spodar reuordar swog Qwos ‘s9) juasaid je - sax ON 2D oseqejep sajls jeq - saysieg ‘7
vda 4q sa1dos e1a suotdo1 Aq
pajeuTWIOSSIp Apeare aseqere(] ejep Arewwng sioded oyynuatog poIoA0o Ing "ON | suoidar ur a[qrsseody | pray eiep [euoiSoy sox oseqeiep sounnbuo - weplRg |
S[EWEA]
SHE ®IA SHE 4q paonpoid A1ojuaaug ON OoN yosuel1q ur p[ay 10N SHE 4q ‘ON 19181301 ayis yoelroneN ¢
Auo

- suotdaz £doo 1aded - youelq paInqLusIp APpim aseqelep
pue SI19pI0331 0} DN ®BIA ON ON Ul 9[qISS909® JON sordoo 1oded CODNI {O¥E ‘ON amdar pue ueiquydwe [euoneN ‘|
sueiquydury 2 samday

suonesnqnd
(JSI) DONT ‘suotdoy o1 sardo) suodar N9 - s9x ON sax OoN sax ejep AoAIns (). ‘oseqoilaAu] ‘g
41l
‘HNS ‘MDD ‘DONI sarouade

411 % HNS 01 saido) s1oded symuatos - sag OoN yim sardoo ‘oN 1Yo ynm sardo) SOk SYNN UO sarjyraung g

U9,{ UOJ[EMPOOM
K)SIAATU[) 9[99 0] ATRWIWNg Iaded oynuaros - s9 g ON S9L ON So% 1e Apy1anng 1oddoy 98re7 |
$3)e.1q2).09AU]
LSS SANVIMOT

e)ep [eHUapYUod youeaq ut [uo (uonesoj 1<) youeuaq
suerd uoneurmassiq sytodal 10 SaLI0)UIAUL PAYST[qNg JABY 0) UMOUY] N7 Ul 9]qissa00y INETLIN £q paumQ,

NOILLVNIWASSIA ANV ALI'TIGISSHDOV

[ACHLIAAR






ATAV od So11J pAq WeLodwr Aeuonsumow] 1 |
sparg
- Iojtuows 1nojos 1anofd ‘1ajurid ‘asnojy (19p1099Y) ATV od suerd re[nosep gy 1
syueld
LSS SANV1dN
SIO o3 yur7 1endwod ggy oy opeiddn ATAV od aseqeiep salIs jeq - salsieg 7
SLSDT Yim Sunjiomiou Iopisuo) 1o)ndwos ggt+ 03 apeiddn ADIAV . od aseqejep saunnbue - viepieg |
S[EWWBA]
(xassng jo
(asnoy-ur uou) aseqradng Aswawun 1®) - Od Ioysidar ayis yoelloneN g
a3eyoed sousnelg £1ourour AI0IN (O 11®) 9oRI0 g W aseqeiep andar pue ueiqrydure jeuoneN [
suelquydury 2 samdoy
2UO UIApOW dI0W
yim 10)ndwos ggz Jo jusweoe(dal - sox ATIAV od vjep AoAIS (). ‘9SBqOMPAU] ‘¢
- - o1J-omend) od SYNN UO serjpranng ‘g
$3)B.1q2) AU
LSS SANVIMOT
a1em)jos/asempaey ui sagueyd pasodolg sjuduradinbal arempaey [euonippy ud)SAS dIeM)Jos pasn dsempaey

SINALSAS ¥4LNdINOD £ H'14V.L






- B - sax Kydeidorqiq sas juepodwt b_a:ocmESE“ spaig
A1q1ssog - ON SOx Kydeidoriqiq sueid sjueld
LSS SANVIdN
ON oN ON LEY S Kydeidorqiq reunuey s[ewuIeyA

[eAdLaI %
UMOUNUN WAISAS - S9 % s ssaooe eep ueiquydwry 29 omdey - YvaAvy sueiqiqdmy 2% samdoy

s SNLVLS ‘ININ AdVISLING

LI sax EEYN SBAIY [BINIEN Ul Snjels 9)eiqalaau] - YV.LSNI
WwoISAS YoTym mouy 3,uop - S9 % sax - LE) aseqejep saroads poudjeasy], S3BIqI)IIAU]
LSS SANVIMOT
papasu Aydeadorqiq
papuny Ji 3strdnduwod o) spesodoad Jo ymawdopaaaq sndwod uQ taded ug apn Aydesdonqig

SASVAVLVA DIHIVIDOITEId ¢ A'TdV.L






	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

