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Why seek Biosphere status?

 Integrated framework for conservation and sustainable
development

« Heightened profile of world-class brand, incl. funding
« Generation of new enterprises and jobs

* Driver of best practice in environmental management and
development planning

« Stronger sense of community awareness, identity and pride
« Applied research and education enabled
 International networks opened for knowledge transfer



Why the Brighton & Hove and
Lewes Downs Biosphere?

Unique mix of chalk downland, city & marine
environments

Internationally and nationally important habitats,
species, landscape, & cultural history

Strong linkages of environment to people: green
corridors, clean drinking water, local food, green lung,
sense of place

Public ownership of downland enables broader
agenda of civic benefits and ecosystem services

Culture of local partnership working, environmental
activity, and innovation
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« The UNESCO application should now be signed off by
the DEFRA Minister and the whole bid package should
go off to UNESCO MAB in Paris this week (their annual
submission deadline is 30th September) — no final
decision is due from them however until summer 2014.



