EC Directive 92/43 on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild
Fauna and Flora

Citation for Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

Name: Minsmere to Walberswick Heaths and Marshes
Unitary Authority/County: Suffolk

SAC status: Designated on 1 April 2005

Grid reference: TM468682

SAC EU code: UK0012809

Area (ha): 1265.52

Component SSSI: Minsmere to Walberswick Heaths and Marshes SSSI

Site description:

Lowland dry heaths occupy an extensive area of this site on the east coast of England, which
is at the extreme easterly range of heath development in the UK. The heathland is
predominantly heather — western gorse (Calluna vulgaris — Ulex gallii) heath, usually more
characteristic of western parts of the UK. This type is dominated by heather, western gorse
and bell heather Erica cinerea.

Shingle beach forms the coastline at Walberswick and Minsmere. It supports a variety of
scarce shingle plants including sea pea Lathyrus japonicus, sea campion Silene maritima and
small populations of sea kale Crambe maritima, grey hair-grass Corynephorus canescens and
yellow horned-poppy Glaucium flavum. A well-developed beach strandline of mixed sand and
shingle supports annual vegetation. Species include those typical of sandy shores, such as sea
sandwort Honckenya peploides and shingle plants such as sea beet Beta vulgaris ssp.
maritima.

Qualifying habitats: The site is designated under article 4(4) of the Directive (92/43/EEC)
as it hosts the following habitats listed in Annex I:

e Annual vegetation of drift lines

e European dry heaths

e Perennial vegetation of stony banks. (Coastal shingle vegetation outside the reach of
waves)

This citation relates to a site entered in the Register
of European Sites for Great Britain.

Register reference number: UK0012809

Date of registration: 14 June 2005
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