CHESIL BEACH AND THE FLEET, DORSET

¢hesil Beach is one of the five largest shingle beaches in Britain and is of
international interest both as a rare habitat and as a unique physiographic
feature. It is the largest shingle tombolo in the Counlry; comprising a

simple, linear shingle storm beach linking the Isle of Portland to the mainland.

The shingle provides nesting habitat for up to 100 pairs of Little Terns (§£§rna

wlhilrons) comprising ¢.5% of the British breeding population. It is also an
important site for Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) (¢. 65 pairs) and Ringed Plover
(“haradrivg hicticula) (c. 50 pairs).

"l small pebblebed chingle in the west is well vegetaled in parls amd hns a
very rich flora; including local species like sen-kale (Crambe maritima),
Yellow Horned-poppy (Olosucium flavum), Sem Pea (Lathyrus japonicus), Shrubby
Sca-blite (Suacda fruticosa) and Rough Clover (Trifolium scabrum): plants that
ere characteristic of unstable shingle.

It is the only British locality for the Wingless Cricket (Mcgopliztes squeomiger).

The Fleet is the larpgest regularly-tidal lagoon in Britaini which with fresh-
wpler stresm inputs, gives rise Lo saline/brackish conditionse The Led of the
Fleet shows unusuel transitionnl habitats between the claybotton depusits ond
chinple substrate. The flora containg the most extensive mixed population of
Belprannes (ﬂg_g_tnrn_ r:pp) in Britain, lhe very local Spiral Yasselwced (Rvppia
_r"-*ﬂ“nlf’u), n rare stenewort (Tharn sp) end diverse marine algal wssemblages.
"I'he section of the Fleet from the Narrows east Lo Small Mouth hes a dominant
marine influence with very rich communities including seversl species rarely
recorded within the British Isles = notebly the sponge, Suberiles mapsa an
roby Gobins couchi (both recorded in only two other localities in Britain),
the burrowing anemone, Scolanthue cellimorphue (type locality in Poriland
llarbour and recorded on West coast of Ireland) and the polychaete [abella
Mabollatol."

The leet is notable for the diversity of waders and wildfowl in winler. In

" particular it regularly eupporits at least 1% of Lhe north-west European pop-

vlation of Wigeon (Anas penelope) with up to 7,000 birds beinpg recorded in
recent years. Good numbers of Fochard (Aythya ferina), Teal (Anas crecca),
Pintail (Anas acuta), Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos), Shoveler (Anas clypeatn),
Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) and Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) are also
present. ;

The site supports the largest resident Mute Swan (ngyus olor) population in
Britain (1000 + birds) which predominantly graze the Zostera beds. 3Some 20-
"O pairs breed.

In recent years, Dark-bellied Brent Geese (Branta bernicula) have bagun Lo
ovar-winter, :
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