EC Directive 79/409 on the Conservation of Wild Birds:
Special Protection Areas

Alde-Ore Estuary (Suffolk)

The Alde-Ore Estuary proposed Special Protection Area (pSPA) is situated on the east coast
of Suffolk between Aldeburgh in the north and Bawdsey in the south. The site comprises
the estuary complex of the rivers Alde, Butley and Ore, induding Havergate Island and
Orfordness. The variety of habitats important for breeding and wintering birds includes
vegetated shingle, intertidal mudflats, semi-improved grazing marsh, saltmarsh and saline

lagoons.

The site includes the entire Alde-Ore Estuary SSSI, notified in 1985 (revised in 1992 under
the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981). The Alde-Ore Estuary $55I includes the Orfordness-
Havergate NNR, the English Nature owned part of which has already been designated as
Orfordness-Havergate SPA.

The site qualifies under Article 4.1 of the EC Birds Directive by sustaining nationally
important numbers of the following Annex 1 species, marsh harrier Circus aeruginosus
(breeding), avocet Recurvirostra avosetta (wintering and breeding) ruff Philomachus pugnax
(wintering), sandwich tern Sterna sandvicensis (breeding) and little tern Sterna albifrons
(breeding). Further Annex 1 species winter on site, including, bittern Botaurus stellaris,
Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus, hen harrier Circus cyaneus, golden plover Pluvialis
apricaria, and short-eared owl Asio flammeus. Mediterranean gull Larus melanocephalus,
common tern Sterna hirundo and Arctic tern Sterna paradisaea breed on Havergate Island.

The site qualifies under Article 4.2 of the Directive by regularly supporting internationally
important numbers of two migratory species. The Orfordness colony of breeding lesser
black-backed gull Larus fuscus graellsii, represented in 1995, 12% of the British population and
8% of the world population of the graellsii race. The five year wintering peak mean 1989/90
to 1993/94 for redshank Tringa totanus, was 1,662 birds, representing 1.5 % of the British
population and 1.1% of the east Atlantic flyway population. :

The site supports over 1% of the British wintering population of the following (calculated
from five year winter peak means 1989/90 to 1993/94), shelduck Tadorna tadorna, wigeon
Anas penelope, teal Anas crecca, black-tailed godwit Limosa limosa. In addition, the site
supports over 1% of the British breeding population of, Gadwall Anas strepera, shoveler Anas
clypeata and herring gull Larus argentatus. '

The site also supports a notable assemblage of breeding and wintering wetland birds, in
addition to the species mentioned above. Breeding species include, oystercatcher Haematopus
ostralegus, ringed plover Charadrius hiaticula, lapwing Vanellus vanellus (also winter) black
headed gull Larus ridibundus and barn owl Tyto alba. Wintering species include, cormorant
Phalacrocorax carbo, European white-fronted goose Anser abifrons albifrons, brent goose Branta
bernicla, pintail Anas acuta, grey plover Pluvialis squatarola, dunlin Calidris alpina and curlew
Numenius arquata.
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