EC Directive 79/409 on the Conservation of Wild Birds: Special Protection Area

SEVERN ESTUARY (GLOUCESTERSHIRE, AVON, SOMERSET, SOUTH GLAMORGAN,
MID GLAMORGAN, GWENT)

The Sevem Estuary is one of the largest estuaries in Britain and it has the second largest tidal range
in the world. Tis classic funnel shape and south-west orientation makes it susceptible o extreme
weather conditions in the east Atlantic, There are large urban developments on the estuary including
the cities of Bristol and Cardiff.

The Sevemn Estuary qualifies under Article 4.1 of the Birds Directive by regularly supporting an
internationally important wintering population of Bewick's swan Cygnus columbianus bewickii, an
Annex 1 species. During the period 1988/89 10 1992/93 & mean peak of 289 birds (1.7% of the north-
west Buropean population, 4.1% ol the British wintering population) used the estuary.

The Sevemn Estuary qualifies under Article 4.2 as a wetland of intemational importance by regularly
supporting in winter over 20,000 waterfowl. In the five year period 1988/89 to 1992/93 the average
peak count was 68,026 waterfowl comprising 17,502 wildfow! and 50,524 waders,

The Severn Estary alse qualifies under Article 4.2 by regularly supporting in winter intemationally
important numbers of the following 5 species of migratory waterfowl (average peak means for the
period 1988/89 1o 1992/93): 3,002 European white-fronted goose Anser albifrons albifrons (1.0% NW
European, 50.0% British), 2,892 shelduck Tadorna tadorna (1.2% NW BEuropean, 3.9% British), 330
gadwall Apas strepera (2.8% NW European, 5.5% British). 41,683 dunlin Calidris alpina (2.9% east
Atlantic flyway (EAF), 9.6% British) and 2,013 redshank Tringa totanus (1.3% EAF, 2.6% British).

The Severn Estuary also supports nationally important wintering populations of a further 10 species:
3,977 wigeon Anas penclope (1.6% British), 1,998 teal Anas crecea (2.0% British), 523 pintail Anas
acuta (2.1% British), 1,686 pochard Aythya ferina (3.8% British), 913 wfted duck Ayithya fudigula
(1.5% British), 227 ringed plover Charadrins hiaticnia (1.0% British), 781 grey plover Pluvialis
squatarola (3.7% British), 3,096 curlew Numenius arquata (3.4% British), 246 whimbrel N. phacopus
(4.9% British total) and 3 spotted redshank Tringa erythropus (1.5% B]‘!IISH)

In addition, during passage periods, the estuary supports nationally important numbers of ringed plover
(spring migration: 442 birds (1.4% British passage), autwnn migration: 1,573 birds (5.2% Brilish
passage)), dunlin (spring: 3,510 birds (1.7% British passage), autumn: 5,500 birds (2.7% British
passage)), whimbrel Numenius phacopus (spring: 246 hirds (4.9% British passage), autumn: 66 hirds
(1.3% British passage)) and redshank (autumn: 2,456 birds (2% British passage)).

The Severn Estuary also supports a nationally importanl breeding population of a migratory species.
In 1993 2040 pairs of lesser black-backed gulls Larus fuscus bred on the islands of Steep Holm and
Flat Holm within the estuary. This represents 2.5% of the British total,
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