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SUMMARY

In June 1992 an Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) survey was
carried out on 1 01 ha of land at Iden Green Kent ADAS was
commissioned by MAFF to determine land quality affected by the
proposal to include this site for development as part of the Tunbridge
Wells Local Plan

The survey work was carried out by members of the Resource Planning
Team within the Guildford Statutory Group at a detailed level of
approximately 4 borings per hectare A total of 4 auger borings were
made and the site was graded using MAFF s revised guidelines and
criteria for grading the quality of agricultural land (MAFF 1988)
These guidelines provide a framework for classifying land according to
the extent to which 1ts physical and chemical limitations impose long
term limitations on its agricultural use At the time of survey the
site was 1n permanent pasture which was rather overgrown

The distribution of the grades i1is shown on the attached ALC map and
the area and extent 1s given in the table below The map has been
drawn at a scale of 1 5000 any enlargement of this would be
misleading

Distribution of Grades and Subgrades

Grade Area (ha) % total agricultural area
2 0 51 50

3a D S0 50

Total Area of sate 1 01 100

Land on the site has been graded 2 and 3a The grade 2 land has soils
developed from Tunbridge Wells Sands with minor wetness and/or
droughtiness limitations The grade 3a areas are similar in character
but contain some heavier subsoil horizons which give rise to an
increased wetness limatation

July 1992 Resource Planning Team
ADAS Ref 2014/999/91 ADAS Readang
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