TR F e e




Chesil and the Fleet European marine site

Conservation objectives
for all interest features of
the European marine site...

English Mature. provided advice on the conzervation objectives for the interest features of
the European marine site after discussions with the Steering and Advisory Groups. They
were formally issued on 4 November 1999 in the document entitled: “English Mature’s
advice given under Regulation 33(2) of the Conservation {Matural Habitars &c.)
Regulations 19947 fmare commonly referred to as the ‘Regulation 33 package).

Conservation objectives are the stanting point from which this management scheme has
developed as they provide the basis for determining what is likely to cause a significant
effect; and for informing on the scope of appropriate assessments of plans or projects.
The comservation objectives set our' what needs 1o be achieved o deliver the aims of the
Habitas Directive.

The conservation objectives for the Chesil and Fleet European marine site are provided
again overleaf and should be read in context with:

Section 2 of the Regulation 33 package, which identifies the interest features for the:site;

Section 3 of the Reqgulation 33 package, which provides summary information on the
interest of each of the feataras;

Section 5 of the .mmmﬂ_mﬂmﬂn.ww.m%m_ which ﬁqo&ﬁ.minammuﬁ on how 1o recognise
favourable condition for each of the features;

The map included in this document showing the extent of the various interest features
andl sub-features.,
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1 Conservation objectives for SAC
interest features

L1 The conservation objective for the lagoon

Subject to natural change, maintain the lagoon in
favourable condition’, in particular:

® Seagrass bed communities

¢ Tide-swept communities

¢ Subtidal coarse sediment (gravel, cobbles, pebbles)

communities
¢ Intertidal sediment communities
¢ Shingle spring line communities

1.2 The conservation objective for annual vegetation of
drift lines

Subject to natural change, maintain the annual vegetation
of drift lines in favourable condition', in particular:
¢ Sea Beet (Beta vulgaris maritima) - Orache
(Atriplex) communities
* Sea Sandwort (Honkenya peploides) - Sea Rocket
(Cakile maritima) communities

1.3 The conservation objective for the Mediterranean
and thermo-Atlantic halophilous scrub

Subject to natural change, maintain the Mediterranean
and thermo-Atlantic halophilous scrub in favourable
condition’, in particular:

¢ Shrubby Sea-blite (Suaeda vera) communities

1.4 The conservation objective for the Atlantic Salt
Meadows

Subject to natural change, maintain the Atlantic Sait
Meadows in favourable condition', in particular:
e Salt Marsh (Halimione portulacoides) communities
e Salt Marsh (Puccinellia maritima) communities

Insert from Chesil and the Fleet European marine site management scheme,
{March 2001}, published by English Nature.

For more information: English Nature, Dorset Team, Slepe Farm, Ame,
Wareham, Dorset BH20 5BN Telephone: 01929 556688

E-mail: dorset@english-nature.org.uk

2 Conservation objectives for SPA
interest features

2.1 The conservation objective for the internationally
important populations of the regularly occurring
Annex 1 bird species

Subject to natural change, to maintain in favourable
condition' the habitats for the internationally important
populations of the regularly occurring Annex 1 bird
species, under the Birds Directive, with particular
reference to:

sLagoon waters

Numbers of bird species using these habitats are given in
Table 1

2.2 The conservation objective for the internationally
important populations of regularly occurring
migratory bird species

Subject to natural change, to maintain in favourable
condition' the habitats for the internationally important
populations of regularly occurring migratory bird species,
under the Birds Directive, with particular reference to:
eIntertidal sediment communities;
eSeagrass bed communities

Numbers of bird species using these habitats are given in
Table 1

Note: These SPA conservation objectives focus on habitat
condition in recognition that bird populations may
change as a reflection of national or international
trends or events. Annual counts for qualifying
species will be used by English Nature, in the
context of five year peak means, together with
available information on UK population and
distribution trends, to assess whether this SPA is
continuing to make an appropriate contribution to
the Favourable Conservation Status of the species
across Europe.

! For a detailed definition of how to recognise favourable condition see:
Favourable Condition Table, Section 5 in Regulation 33 package.

Table 1 - Information on populations of
internationally important species of birds under the
Birds Directive using the Chesil and Fleet European
marine site at the time the SPA was classified.

Bird Species

Little Tern
Sterna albifrons

Wigeon
Anas penelope

Qualifying Status

Internationally
important
breeding
population of
Annex | species

Internationally
important
population of
regularly
occurring
migratory
species

Population
(as at July 1985)*

Up to 100 pairs
(representing
5% British
breeding
population)

Up to 7000
individuals
{representing at
least 1% of the
north-western
European
population}

* SPA citation held on Register of European Sites for GB

Designed and produced by: Herbert Design & Production Tel:+44 {0)1305 889440 E-mail:graham@herberndesign.com
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Chesil and the Fleet European marine site

Features of Interest

Chesil and the Fleet is a candidate Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and a Special
Protection Area [SPA). The marine components jany part covered continuously or
intermittently by tidal waters) of both sites are described as the Chesil and the Fleet
European marine site.

Where habitats and species of European Importance accur within the European
marine site- they are refersed to as interest features. Sub-features have also been
identified to highlight the ecologically important components of each interest feature.
The interest features and sub-features for the Chesil and the Fleet European marine
&.-m....#m described and mapped overleaf.

Chesil and the Fleet qualifies as a European marine site for the following:

= Lagoons;

» Annual vegetation of drift lines:

= Mediterranean and thermo-Atlantic halophilous scrub;

- rﬂmﬂﬁnﬂﬁ:ﬂ important populations of regularly occurring bird species Hsted
on Annex | of the Birds Directive:

* Internationally important populations of regularly occurring migratory bird
species; and

= Atlantic salt meadows

The Chesil and the Fleet SAC al<o qualifies for the habitat perennial vegetation of
gﬂu&ﬂ.mﬂﬁﬁq Eﬁﬁﬁunﬂﬂﬂmgﬁ;ﬂwﬂa Astronomical Tide, it is not
Emﬂ within. _Emeﬂnnmu Emm_..m uﬂ. .n._w __._H_.-_unn:m:w ﬁaﬂﬁ_ﬁ _unﬂs_mmon of
mEm.ﬁEEun _!nu._...uu %Eﬁmnﬁ%gggéﬂiﬁmﬂﬂ
therefore need to have H@mﬂ.._ to such adjacent European interests, E.E&.:Eﬁwﬁu_m.

.. mﬁﬂﬂ.ﬁ&ﬂ activities BE:m place within, or adjacent 1o nﬁmﬂﬂﬁnﬁsﬂwﬁ.mﬂ. :




The Fleet Lagoon

The Fiset is the largest lagoon of its kind and the most rich in
weldlife in the UK. It is bordered by the shingle beach of Chesil
Bank. Seawater percolates into the lagoon through the shingle, but
most of its water flows through the narrow channel that links it to
Portland Harbour at Ferrybridge. From here to Abbotsbury at its
wstern ond, the water becomes leds tidal and less salng

d._.n_n.ﬂo__uﬂwmn.m__mﬁmngi_:a and <<m<mwmn.ﬂm.ﬁ.na&umﬂ

"

& m_oa_<ma#< Action Plan m_umn_mm found
nges, m:mBo:mm starfish, cockles,

 Fleet Lagoon

Intertidal sandy sediments occur in the south eastern part of the Fleet
and characteristically support a variety of tube dwelling and burrowing
animals, especially worms, including the nationally rare and protected
saline lagoon sandworm Armmandia cirrhosa.

Where the sediment is coarser and consists more of gravels, pebbles and
cobbles in the eastern section of the lagoon between Smailmouth and
the Narrows, the snakelocks anemone Anemonia viridis occurs in
unusually high densities with the starfish Asterina gibbosa. Seawater
from Lyme Bay percolates through Chesil Bank at the low shore level and
in places, small saline springs occur and fiow into the lagoon, These
springs suppor an unusual assemblage of molluscs Ingluding DeFolin’s
Egagnﬁnﬁgﬁaﬂafﬁﬁznagﬂ elsewhere in the
UK.

Where the fast Mlowing water in the Marrows scours the only sultidal
bedrock In the iﬁﬁ qw_u:m_.ﬂ anid sexweeds survive in the strong
ebbtide which carries nutrients from the western Fleet.

@iﬁuﬁaﬂ.uv@aﬁagigﬁﬁ_:mﬁﬂgg

Lyme Bay

Boundaries of the SPA and SAC

I Special Protection Area

Special Area of Conservation



The birds of Chesil and the Fleet

Chesil and the Fleet was classified as a Special Protection Area {(and
Ramsar site) in July 1985. At that time at least 1% of the north-west
European population of wigeon regularly over-wintered on and
around the Fleet. The shingle on Chesil Bank provided nesting habitat
for internationally important numbers of little tern (Annex 1 species)
which also fed in the Fleet, comprising c. 5% of the British breeding
population. Breeding numbers of common tern {Annex 1 species) and
ringed plover approached national impertance. There were also
nationally important populations of gadwall, mute swan, pochard, red
breasted merganser and coot.

T

The sire I3 currently imernatianally. important for the breeding
population of little tam which nests on Chesil and feads in the Fleet
and in acditicn, the dark bellied Brent goose which winters around the
Feet and relies on the Mﬁmﬂﬁéwﬂg for Hmnwﬁ habitar, Wigeon
_giﬁgﬂﬂﬁ% recaided], pochaid, ned breasted merganser
cook. little grebe. shoveler and goldeneye occur i the Chesil and Fleet

- one of only 5 known UK sites.

European marine site in numbers which are approaching the nationally
important thresholds. The site also supports the largest resident mute swan
population in Britain (1000+ birds, with some '140 breeding pairs), which graz
predominantly on the seagrass beds. Teal, tufted duck and pintail are also
preEsent

Plants of Chesil Bank and Portland Harbour shore:::

Chesil Bank and a part of Portland Harbour shore are one of two large sites on
the south coast which support a special type of vegetation adapted to living at
the extreme limit of the tides - on the driftline. Planis sisch a5 sea beet, sea
sandwort, orache and sea rocket survive here, orcasiomally: being overopped
by high tides and sorms.- Associated invertebrates with the strandiine

commiunities include the rare looping snail Truncatella subcylindrica and the
rare and protected lagoon snail Paludinella littorina for which Chesil Bank is

The site- also supports salt marsh communities known as Atlantic salt meadows
which are of international importance.

mm.____.U:.n he normal reach of waves, different types of vegetation can be seen.
A dark green band of shrubliy seabiine lines much of the 13 km length of the
sEawar margin of the Fleet and farms a clear E.:m berween the Fieer and the
n.E_m__m vegetaton of the Chesil Bank. It is Also foumnd above the wpper limit of
tidal inurdation in greund depressions where saline conditions oceur for
B&nuhmm. ‘at the southern end of Portand Harbour shore: Chesil and the Fleet
Eﬁmﬁmﬁhgaﬂg of this scrith aﬂmﬁan the =ife represens the
SEEH.ESE:E. af this habitar _n.n..mﬁx.tuﬂ.m,m.ﬁmu_umﬂ.m ‘high water
o mark, pantssich as the yeilow homned poppy; sea kale and

EET T

..Euﬂﬂumwﬂmw.ﬂ.nmmmm,w Egua@nwﬂa pebbles. In

The special protecticn given to the Chesil and Fleet
cSAC and 5PA provides an opporunity for people and
o..mm:rmu_u:m with an interest in and smsponsibility for
corserving i wildlife 10 work ogether and build on
the longstanding good management by its landowners.
This management scheme has been prepared to assist
the Estate according to the lichester Estate Management
Plan, 1999-2004, and promote the sustainable use of this
area, ensuring that activities in and around it do not
cause damage to or disturb the wildlife resource.

=) Portland

Key to Main Map

Seagrass bed communities

I Tideswept communities

Fleet
Intertidal sediment communities
Wyke . — o
Regis I Shingle springline communities

£ Annual vegetation of drift lines

I Atlantic salt meadows

Subtidal coarse sediment communities

I Mediterranean and thermo-Atlantic halophilous scrub

=N, Harbour

Main Map Scale
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z
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‘Monitoring of interest features of the European marine site

.mﬂm_um: Zmﬁﬁm ..Eﬁuﬂ?-n _.n_. Hﬁn.ﬁﬂﬂ to Europe on the condition of the European marine site. The

based on a six year reporting period of feature assessment. The

le (Section 5) in the Regulation 33 package sets out the attributes of Chesil and the

Has .Enn. mEﬁﬂmmb EE.._am site which will be monitored. Of the actions in the Regulation 33 package, two thirds

..E.dd__ﬁa_. to fall to mum—:ﬂ‘_.—ﬁ.:ww ‘the majority of the remainder, concerning aerial survey and aspects of
water ﬁmmﬁw.iﬁ.qﬂ__.ﬂ.nwu m.._.__&d::._m:. Agency, although this is to be E-Ewﬂﬁ.ﬂ.

table. For a more compn

R A
Interest Feature
Lagoon

Lagoon

E=sg-> Lagoon

Annual vegetation of driftlines,
Mediterranean & thermo-Atlantic
halophilous scrub and Atlantic
salt meadows

Internationally important
populations of regularly occurring
Annex 1 bird species and migratory
bird species

Water clarity & extent om green

m_mmm as indicators of high nutrient levels
—— T

Character of mcdna& communities,

in particular the extent and quality of

seagrass beds

Species composition of intertidal sediments

and shingle springline communities

Species composition of annual vegetation
of driftlines, Mediterranean & thermo-Atlantic
halophilous scrub and Atlantic salt meadows

Food availability and disturbance to important

bird populations and relevant population
information

Timescale for
assessment

2005/2006

2005/2006

e

M__”__am / Nﬂco

C——ryr—t

e

2001

beginning 2001




Chesil and the Fleet European marine site

Guidance for relevant
authorities for applying the
Habitats Regulations to
plans and projects...

An appropriate assessment needs to be undertaken in respect of
any plan or project which:

» gither alone or in combination with other plans or projects
would be likely to have a significant effect on a European Site;
and

* is not directly connected with the management of the site for
nature conservation.

(3ee Appendix Il of the Regulation 33 package for further information.)

A guide against which relevant authaorities {RAs) can initiate an
assessment of the “significance’ of any plans or projects (and
ongoing operations or activities) proposed for the site is provided in
Tables 3 & 4 of the Regulation 33 package. This does not remove
the need for RAs to formally consult English Nature over individual
plans and projects where required under the Regulations.




Guidance For Relevant Authorities For Applying The Habitats Reg

Adapted from: Draft procedures and guiding principles for applying the Habitats Regulations to new Environment Agency authorisations and consents, Nov 1999. EA, EN, CCW.

NB. This flow chart is for guidance only; in case of uncertainties, seek further clarification from Planning Policy Guidance note no.9 and experts on the Habitats Regulations

Stage 1: Preliminary assessment.
Establish if the Habitats Regulations
apply and agree lead authority

Preliminary Is project/ Is another Decide/
assessment plan in or . relevant agree
by Relevant near to ¢ authority lead
Authority European likely to authority
marine be
site? involved?
(refer to
boundary
maps)
|
Seek advice
from EN,
other
agencies,
DETR, if
necessary

Stage 2: Significant effects. Assess whether
plan/project is likely to have a significant
effect on European marine site - alone or in
combination with other plans/projects

Consideration Undertake Is activity

of significant initial necessary for
effect by assessment management
Competent of the site for
Authority nature

conservation?

Recommend seek advice from EN; test
of significance is a coarse filter and
identification of significant effects at this
stage does not indicate unacceptability

Competent Authority (CA) must consider
if there are other plans/projects that, in
combination, should be included in any
assessment and discuss these with EN.
CA may proceed with authorisation at
this stage if effects of plan/project are
confirmed to be trivial and
inconsequential

Can any effect
reasonably be
predicied as a
consequence of
plan/project that
may affect
conservation
objectives (Refer
to Section 4 and
Table 2 of Reg
33), but
excluding

trivial or
inconsequential?

Are there Could What i the Is fuller
features which those scale/ assessment
are sensitive features be magnitude? necessary?
1o the exposed 1o

operations those

which might operations?

be associated (Refer to

with the Table 4 in

plan/project? Reg 33)

(Refer to Table
4 in Reg 33)




ﬁ..—mamosm To Plans And Projects

Consider
effects of
plan/project
alone or in
combination

Consultation

Authority
may wish to
take opinion
of general
public,
especially
expert
opinion,
both in
Stage 2 and
Stage 3, if
appropriate

Seek
additional
info from
applicant/
proposer

Agree
scope of
information
required
with EN
and others

Stage 3: Appropriate assessment.
Carry out appropriate assessment -
can it be ascertained that the
plan/project will not adversely effect
the integrity of the site.

Assess
each likely
impact on
each
interest
feature
(Refer to
Section 6.8
in Reg 33}

Appropriate Identify
assessment effects of
by Relevant v proposal
Authority

Must seek advice
from EN as necessary
during process;
assessment is likely to
be an iteractive
process involving RA,
EN and developer/
proposer

)

Determine
extent o which
impacts can be
avoided in order
to prevent
adverse effects -
eg Can location
or process be
changed?

Can activity be
modified?

Can conditions
be applied?

Can monitoring
be included in
conditions so
that if effects are
detected,
changes can be
made before
there is an
adverse effect on
the integrity of
the site?

Are there
significant
adverse
effects
remaining?

If no, then
Relevant
Authority can
conclude no
adverse
effects on site
integrity and
can authorise
subject to
conditions
/agreements
if applicable;
inform EN of
decision

)

Further
considerations

Are there
alternative
solutions?

Continue
to seek
advice
from EN;
include
DETR
European
Wildlife
Division

If YES,
do not
authorise

HO

YES

Are there
imperative
reasons for
overriding
public
interest* to
authorise?

If NO,
do not
authorise

*Where a ‘priority’
habitat is involved
eg. lagoon, public

interest is limited

to health & safety

Inform
Secretary of
State; seek
views of
other RAs
(if involved)

Secretary of
State must
secure
compensatory
measures for
European
marine site




Supplementary guidance on applying for consent to carry out an activity in
or near Chesil and the Fleet
n__ﬂ.q._.ma #n_._:.nnan..ﬁ experence of i issuing consents for plans and projects and applying the Habitats Regulations)




Chesil and the Fleet European marine site

Guidance for carrying out
activities not requiring
statutory consents...

The great majority of the activities carried out by visiting members of the public
5._552 adjacent to the European marine site do not require any staturory consents.
In C E%wﬁgﬁmﬁinuﬁﬁqiﬂmﬂnuumrnncnﬁbﬂ_mﬁu

?E-E:Eﬂﬂ:mnnu:umnﬁmn:ﬁnmﬁ _:.m.._nmu EEE@%E E&_n._n
Esﬂe&ﬂnmﬂ Eu: arcarry out any formal or organised activity or individual *.
‘whose activity has a purpose beyond casual visiting within or

g e A gﬂi ‘Fleet European marine site. The aim is to raise awareness

¢ ._-.m-..-...lu !

i the «.NEE conservation sensitivities and management restrictions of this unique

site. It Is not the intention to necessarily prevent activities from occurring, rather to

ﬂ_...E_..n that they are carried out in the most environmentally appropriate manner
_ﬂmﬁ disturbance or ntﬁmmm 1o & minimum.

- Are you aware u_q.mwr&n& um_rn
- importance?
See mop and description of the site showing the location of the features of interest - this s

inciuded in the leaflet entitled ‘Chesil Bank and the Fleet lagoon’, part of the Discover Dorser
serles produced by Dorset Countryside Service, available from the Visitor Centre at Ferrybridge.

EE:%EE%EEE&B%EE unu&ﬁoﬂ:uvﬁ_.#bﬂuﬂnnﬂ

...-. ] .. If yes. consider the following questions...

I unsure, seek advice from n:m.ﬂ__ Bank and Fleet Nature Reserve $\Q~Qm: on 01305 wn_u.m 79 or
| English Narure on 01929 556688,

If in doubt, call the Chesil Bank and Fleet Nature Reserve Warden on 01305 u.&u.m 79, The mm.mm__.ﬁm
| staff will be able to advise you and provide relevant and useful information - they also maintain
-~ o register of events to avoid any conflict of interests within the Fleet.




Questions & answers continued.

What is the scale of activity you are intending to carry out? Are you
likely to repeat it?

Consider how the scale and frequency might be minimised to reduce
any possible impacts.

Have you checked that access to the site is possible? Are there
sensitive times of year during which access might be limited?

For example, little terns breed on Chesil Bank at Ferrybridge and
during April to August they are vulnerable to disturbance. Please
heed the temporary signs for these and other restrictions.

Does your activity involve access over sensitive habitats like shingle
vegetation or saltmarsh?

Please follow approved routes and try to avoid trampling over
vegetation.

Do you intend to use the beach for educational purposes?

Chesil and the Fleet is a popular venue for many parties of students
throughout the year. Visiting the site on foot from the car parks does
not require a permission but consider consulting the reserve staff for
advice. They may be able to supply you with educational material
and perhaps the services of the Warden or one of the volunteers as a
guide. Any activities planned for the visit should be agreed with the
Warden. See guide on ‘Using Chesil and the Fleet for Educational
Purposes” and the case study ‘Chesil Beach and the Fleet’ in the
‘Portland Geography Fieldwork Guide’ published by Weymouth &
Portland Borough Council.

Are you planning to use Chesil and the Fleet for research purposes?

Chesil Bank and the Fleet are widely and intensively used for research
purposes. Any study whether just making observations on casual visits
or carrying out a series of sampling and/or measurements should be
registered with the Warden and follow the practices listed in the
‘Carrying out Research on Chesil Bank and the Fleet nature Reserve’.
Research information should be provided to the Warden when
completed.

Do you intend to take any samples? Is this necessary and has it been
given the necessary approval?

You may require a licence or permit (check with English Nature as
above). Please ensure that any sampling is Rept to an absolute

minimum. Please pass on any records/sightings you have made to the
Reserve Warden.

Do you know whether others might be involved in similar activities
which you might join up with to avoid duplication of effort?

The Reserve Warden might be able to put you in touch with others.

Have you checked that military firing or bridging trials are not
occurring?

Call Wyke Regis Training Area on 01305 783456.

Designed and produced by: Herbert Design & Production Tel:+44 {0)1305 889440 E-mail:graham@herbertdesign.com

Does your activity involve use of a boat? Have you checked
launching availability? Are you aware that boats with engines are
discouraged from accessing the Fleet beyond the Narrows?

Ensure that you refuel on land away from the site where poliution
could cause serious damage. Please follow good practices.

Do you intend holding an informal/formal event on the beach or in
the Fleet?

Generally only quiet activities take place and more physical activities
are discouraged. However reasonably active events are held from
time to time. With guidance from the warden the impact may be
reduced to acceptable limits and therefore welcomed. An example of
this are angling competitions which are held regularly on the Beach
worRing to agreed practices.

 Other questions visitors may ask:

e —

Can we light a fire or barbeque?

Any heating for cooking should be raised not only to avoid damage
to the ground but also in the interests of safety - hot pebbles explodel
Care should be taken to avoid trampling a particular area and any
waste should be taken home. Music should be kept at a socially
acceptable level.

Can I use a rod and line in the Fleet?

Fishing from the foreshores is only permitted in the Ferrybridge and
Narrows area - not in the West, Mid and East Fleet. As a bass nursery
area, angling for bass from a boat is not permitted. In the
Ferrybridge area a request is made to anglers to avoid the shore
adjacent to the protected little tern breeding area.

Is sailing in the Fleet permitted?

Whilst it is not permitted for any craft to use the West Fleet, it is
technically legal for sail craft to be used elsewhere. However it is
actively discouraged throughout, not only to reduce disturbance to
marine life but also to avoid danger in respect of shallow areas,
strong currents and other hazards that are present in the Fleet.

Can I collect the pebbles?

Nol! Please do not collect any pebbles. Pebble extraction was stopped
years ago when it was realised
that this resource was not
being replenished naturally.
Every single pebble is now
required for Chesil to
effectively perform its role as a
sea defence for the whole of
Weymouth and beyond!

Can we walk along Chesil Bank from Abbotsbury to Ferrybridge or
vice versa?

There is no right of way for walkers along Chesil Bank but yes, you
are welcome to walk the beach from September to April inclusive. In
the summer period the beach is closed for the benefit of the ground
nesting sea-birds. Please note that walking opposite the West Fleet is
only permitted on the seaward side of the beach and care should be
taken to avoid trampling on the vegetation.

Walking on the beach is extremely strenuous. You are advised to plan
this trip well, taking a mobile phone and letting someone know your
estimated time of arrival,

Can we dig the lugworms at
Ferrybridge for fish-bait?

Yes. Small quantities for personal use
only is permitted. Please backfill the
holes.

Can we metal detect?

No. As a SSSI, the beach is protected
from damage caused by digging. It
also has to be remembered that the
beach is private property.

Can we use our mountain bikes on the
shores and beach?

Sorry no, nor the coast path either.

Can we exercise our dogs on the shores and beach?

The shores are vital areas for water-birds feeding, so please avoid
these areas. You are welcome to take dogs under close control on the
beach adjacent to the car parks.Remember the beach at Ferrybridge
is used by bathers. It is not practical to provide doggy bins on Chesil
so please carry a suitable bag to clear up behind your dog.

Can we pick the flowers?

No. Whilst the desire to pick the sea-pinks and other beautiful sea-side
plants is appreciated, please leave them for everyone to enjoy. Plant
up-rooting is illegal.

Can I drive onto the beach and along the foreshores?

Use of vehicles and motor-bikes on a SSSI can be very
damaging and is not permitted. It is the reserve
management’s policy to report offenders to the
police.

Can we camp on the beach?
No! Whilst wind-breaks for pic-nicking and ‘beach

buddies’ for sheltering anglers are allowed, tents
must not be erected.
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Chesil and the Fleet European marine site

Action Plan

Identified Actions

The following Action Plan identifies the actions to be undertaken by the relevant
authorities in suppert of the lichester Estate’s site management and the Advisory
Group. The contents of the action plan are derived mostly from the Regulation 33
package and "n_..m lichester Estate }__..m...mumnﬁn. Plan, but other sources of information

nﬂﬂuﬂﬁ ferred to- _ _m_u_.ugn_ _m:

e

._....L...FM. e e

The Action Plan has been nmm...._.: __._.m:m_ﬂ._w.g

, ....r?...m B R e S

1o each identified issue. Those issues Em_..__m_..n!_— in beld, are

|..|.1......

m__mmmﬁn_ to _:z.n the highest ﬂmnn_aa A timescale has also been allocated to assist
with prioritising the issues and necessary actions.




Action Plan

Issue

A Physical

ss and /or Damage

Interest feature

Process (Reg 33)

Management solutions

Relevant _A.!..._uﬁ_diwm

authority

Key
reference
/Source

Target

toxic compounds

paying particular attention to levels and sources of
toxic compounds

Al. Concern that Lagoon, Ann veg, Removal, Al Ensure that developments are assessed All RAs Ongoing
developments might cause Medit, Annex 1, smothering, (appropriate assessment or EIA) and designed such
loss of, or damage to, Migratory, Salt mead siltation, abrasion, that no significant toss of habitat occurs
habitats i i
Dol HS el Al.2 Develop guidance on what is significant effect All RAs, EN lead March 2001
Al.3 Protect against removal or smothering of PHA, DCC lich Est, MAFF Ongoing PHROD
habitats caused by dredging or construction
A2. High sediment run-off Lagoon, Annex 1, Smothering, A2.1 Actively promote agricultural best practice eg EA, EN, DCC, MATFF, FRCA, Landowners, 2001+ A.21 100% semi-natural habitat IEMP 6.3 8
into the Fleet Migratory siltation uptake of Stewardship/Landcare in Fleet hinteriand WDDC Adv Grp, lich Est cortidor along length of Fleet and
to reduce sediment run-off immediate carriers by end 2003
A3. Smothering of habitats Lagoon, Migratory, Smothering, A3.1 Investigate effects of oyster trestles on EM MATFF, Iich Est 2001 IEMP
and other effects caused by Salt mead siltation, abrasion intertidal sediment communities and sediment
physical structures processes
A3.2 Agree a management regime for location and EM Tich Est, Adv Grp 2001 A3.2 Agreed procedure and
length of stay of trestles monitoring by end 2002
A3.3 Ensure that bridging trials are not carried out MOD Ongoing
in new locations
A4. Concern that East Fleet is Lagoon, Annex 1, Siltation, smothering A4.1 Compare historic and recent bathymetric SSFC, PHA, MAFE lich Est 2001 Reg 33
becoming silted Salt mead information. ldentify actions/further work recuired EN PHRO
AS5. Physical damage to, or Lagoon, Migratory Abrasion AS5.1 Continue to discourage use of boat engines MOD, lich Est Ongoing
loss of, seagrass beds and anchors west of the Narrows
A5.2 Minimise use of damaging fishing gear west SSEC Tich Est Ongoing
of the Narrows
Aé6. Damage to vegetation Ann veg, Veg Abrasion A6.1 Investigate provision of information and/or DCC, WDDC, Crown & llch Ests 2001
on shingle caused by access shingle, Medit boardwalks to reduce trampling pressure WPBC IEMP 4.6
at certain locations Salt mead = ) —_— - 3
A6.2 Maintain use of turning mat during Bridging trials HOD Ongoing
Ab6.3 Investigate potential for encouraging EN, DCC, lich Est
recolonisation where appropriate WDDC
B Non Physical Disturbance
B1. Disturbance to Annex 1, Migratory, Noise, visual B1.1 Maintain warden presence to monitor levels of EMH lich Est, Adv Grp Ongoing IEMP 4.2
roosting, feeding or presence disturbance and promote responsible behaviour
breeding birds — -
B1.2 Maintain Abbotsbury embayment and mid lich Est Ongoing [EMP 4.4
Fleet as a sanctuary area
- T — — e e p— - - — S —
C Toxic Contamination
Cl. Changes in water quality Lagoon Introduction of Cl1.1 Continue water quality monitoring project EA F&G Ongoing _m.mm H_P..m_m




Issue Interest feature Process (Reg 33) Management solutions Relevant  Key partners Timescale Target Key
authority reference
/Source
C2. Risk of point source Lagoon, Ann veg, Introduction of toxic C2.1 Complete oil & hazardous chemical spill Contingency PHA 2000 PHOSCP
fuel/chemical pollution Medit, Annex 1, compounds plans PHRO
Migratory, Salt €2.2 Ensure adequate resourcing and review procedures for ~ PHA 2000+ PHOSCP
mead Contingency plans PHRO
C2.3 Carry out regular oil & hazardous chemical spill control ~ PHA, DCC Adv Grp Ongoing C1.3 Spill exercise every 6 PHOSCP, FBR,
exercises months [EMP 6315, PHRO
C2.4 Raise awareness amongst emergency services over DoC Adv Grp 2001
procedure for chemical strandings
" Consider the need for practical exercises
C2.5 Ensure that adequate/appropriate disposal points are WPBC, PHA  lich Est, Adv Grp 2001
made available and publicised
C2.6 Provide information on best practice for use & disposal of EA, WPBC lich Est, Adv Grp 2001
fuel & other contaminants to Fleet users and adjacent landholders
C3. Risk of diffuse pollution Lagoon, Annex }, Introduction of toxic C3.1 Actively promote best practice to reduce EA, EN, MAFE FRCA, lich Est, 2000+ A2l Mwwhw_ﬂn@mﬁp
Migratory compounds agricultural run-off into the Fleet DCC, WDDC  Landowners, Adv Grp EN project proposal
€3.2 Feasibility study for Landcare project approach EN, DCC, 2000/1 A2 IEMP 6.3.8
in Fleet hinterland WDDC
C3.3 Continue Fleet Hinterland Improvement Plan DCC, WDDC  [ich Est Ongoing Al IEMP 6.3.8
adopting the precautionary principle for new inputs
D Non-Toxic Contamination
D1. Changes in water quality Lagoon, Annex 1, Nutrient enrichment, organic ~ D1.1 Continue water quality monitoring project EA, WW F&G Ongoing WQ Lag
Migratory enrichment, changes in -
turbidity, changes in salinity ~ D1.2 Develop work programme on additional EA, WW F50 Ongoing D12 Outline work wQ Lag
research requirements programme Summer 2001
D2. Risk of diffuse or chronic Lagoon, Annex 1, Nutrient enrichment, organic ~ D2.1 As for C3.1-C3. 3 A2
pollution arising from nutrient  Migratory enrichment, changes in
and/or organic enrichment turbidity, changes in salinity F
and/or changes in turbidity
D3. Risk of point source Lagoon, Annex 1, zE.:m:ﬂ enrichment, .oﬁman D3.1 Carry out review of consented discharges EA, EM, 2000/1 D2.1 Discharge consent review Habs Regs
pollution Migratory enrichment, changes in WW complete by end 2002
turbidity, changes in salinity
E Biological Disturbance
El. Concern over spread and Lagoon Introduction of non- El.1 Map and monitor distribution of Japanese EM MOD Ongoing ELl Map complete by
effects of non-native species native species, selective seaweed in the Narrows summer 2001
extraction of species
El.2 Keep annual management of Japanese seaweed MOD Ongoing
under review
E1.3 ldentify risk and management of ballast water PHA Ongoing PHRO
E2. Concern over intensity and Lagoon, Migratory Selective extraction E2.1 Continue to monitor bait digging activity at lich Est Ongoing IEMP 4.2,
effects of bait digging of species Ferrybridge 6.3.1
E2.2 Promote best practice via code of conduct leaflet EN, WPBC  lich Est, Adv Grp 2001 E2.2 Leaflet produced end 2001  [EMP 6.3.1

contnued over
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Issue Interest feature Process (Reg 33} Management solutions Relevant Key partners Timescale Target Key

authority reference

/Source
E3. Concern that Pacific oyster  Lagoon Introduction of non- E3.1 Re-establish temperature and spatfall monitoring  E&, EM MAFE Adv Grp 2001 E3.l Biannual check for spat Seaward
might establish in the wild native species programme wmm_omﬂm:v annual temperature
E4. Gaps in information on Migratory Selective extraction E4.1 Carry out review of wildfowling trends ta M Wildfowlers, lich Est 2001 E4.l Objective advice on IEMP 5.2,
wildfowling and effects on determine sustainable proportion w%% h%auma for 2002 6.2.2
bird populations
E5. Gaps in information on Annex | Selective extraction  ES.1 Carry out review of feeding patterns of the EM Adv Grp, RSPB Start 2001 Colombe
feeding habits of little tern little tern to identify significant feeding areas and 97
food sources !
E6. Concemn over excessive Lagoon Nutrient enrichment ~ E6.1 Monitor growth of green algae in summer EM F5G Ongoing Reg 33
grepiigalignmithyandiiacetia enfiophication E6.2 Continue to monitor water quality EA Ongoing LEAP
F Generic Issues
F1. Procedure required for Whole site All processes F1.1 Provide examples of real cases where “fast-track”  FHA, 2000 PHRD
dealing with small or procedure would be valuable
gent plans or proj F1.2 Prepare guidance on procedure for “fast- EN, PHA 2001 PHRO
tracking”

F2. Existing consented activities Whole site All processes F2.1 Carry out review of consents under Regulation 50  All RAs Start 2000 F2. Complete review by Habs Regs
may cause or be causing end 2003 Reg 33 6.7

deterioration of condition

Key to Interest feature

Key to Key reference/Source

Lagoon The Fleet Lagoon

Ann veg Annual vegetation of driftlines

Veg shingle Coastal vegetated shingle outside the reach of waves

Medit Mediterranean and thermo-Atlantic halophilous
scrub

Annex | Internationally important populations of breeding
bird species listed on Annex 1 of Birds Directive

Migratory Internationally important populations of regularly
occuring migratory species

Salt mead Atlantic salt meadows

PHOSCP

FBP
IEMP

WQ Lag

Habs Regs
Soawanrd
Colombe ‘97
LEAP

Reg 33
PHRO

Portland Harbour Oil Spill Contingency Plan.
Portland Harbour Authority

Fleet Booming Plan, Dorset County Council. 1996

Chesil Bank & the Fleet Management Plan. 1999-
2004. lichester Estate

Guidelines for investigating & managing water
quality in saline lagoons based on a case study of
the Fleet. 2000 UK Marine SACs Project

The Conservation {Natural Habitats &c) Regulations
1994

Monitoring spatfall of Pacific oysters in the Fleet.
1992

The current and historical status of little terns and
their future management

West Dorset local Environment Agency plan, 1st
annual review 1999-2000

Chesil and the Fleet Regulation 33 package
Portland Harbour Revision Order

Insert from Chesil and the Fleet European marine site management scheme, (March 2001), published by English Nature.

For more information: English Nature, Dorset Team, Slepe Farm, Arne, Wareham, Dorset BH20 5BN Telephone: 01929 556688 E-mail: dorset@english-nature.org.uk

Designed and produced by: Herbert Design & Production Tel:+44 (0)1305 889440 E-mail:graham@herbertdesign.com

Key to relevant authority/key partners

RA

EM
PHA
DCC
Iich Est
MAFF
EA
WwDDC
FRCA
MoD
SSFC
WPBC
Adv Grp
FSG

RSPB

Relevant Authority

English Nature

Portland Harbour Authority

Dorset County Council

lichester Estate

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food
Environment Agency

West Dorset District Council

Farming & Rural Conservation Agency
Ministry of Defence

Southern Sea Fisheries Committee
Weymouth & Portland Borough Council
Advisory Group

Fleet Study Group

Wessex Water

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds




Chesil and the Fleet European marine site consists of the marine components of the Chesil and the Fleet candidate SAC and SPA.

The relevant authorities of a European marine site are required to exercise their functions so as to protect the habitats and species
for which the site has been designated. This management scheme will provide the framework through which this will be done.

This management scheme magst be used alengside the following documents, and not in isolation:
English Nature. 4 November 1994. Chesil and the Fieet European marine site. English Nature’s advice given under
Regulation 33(2) of the Conservation [Matural Habitars &rc) Regulations 1994. Dorset EN (The management scheme draws
heavily from this document and must be read i conjunction with it)

Moxom, D)., Colombe, 5., Chesil Bank and the Fleet management plan. 1999-1004. lichester Estate. (This sets out the
background issues releant o the sie}

A large proportion af the Chesll and Fleet Furopean maring sise iz privately owned and managed by the lichester Estate. The fact
that maost of the sive has been under the same ewhnership for maore than 400 yean has contributed hugely o the stability of this site.

Extizting management 1o date has been efective by restricting public access 1 much of dhe site. In-addision, mary rrathtlonal users
are aware of its imporance ancd have adagpred their practices accordingly. Howewver, there are acrivities and threats 1o e
environment aver which the Faae hasno commol through it landowmarship, in parfculas, indirect threats and those that affect in
combinatinn, Therefare support in managing these 5 nesded. Inaddison, it is widely recegnised that the wardon roie for this site
provides the craclal link berwesn management and the user and this role miost continue to besuppored by the relevant
Authoriti=s

- Adm ol the management scherme:

Tor miairain the Clesil and the Feet Eurdpoan marine dite a3 European songhald for lagoonal and shingle habitats and
breeding and migratery bl mu.m_n_ma..

Inegrating sustainable mansgement of the European marine gite with existing and future plans 2nd Iniriatives 1o svoid:

S oo i ! T
Erviure that wiers and merested pasties arme kepd EE.nsm.n and where possible invalved in the management af the <t
Unelertake manitonng and pedicdic review of the management stheme 1o ensure its succassiul implementadon

Target groups: b el S A NN et 1 :
" Those thosuly invoihved inthe management process such as the tebevant auihorities anel their ey, pariners if marstement
Reailar usirs of thesite, lncdowniess and oCoupiers, who nesd 1o be awass of management of the 412 and activities
* Other parties with-an inerest in the se ; . . h t




GLOSSARY

7 Advisory Group The body of representatives from local interests, user groups and conservation groups, formed to advise the management group.
_ Annex I habitat type{s) A natural habitat type listed in Annex I of the Habitats Directive for which Special Areas of Conservation can be selected.
| Annex Il species A species listed in Annex Il of the Habitats Directive for which Special Areas of Conservation can be selected.
|
| Community A group of organisms occurring in a particular environment, presumably interacting with each other and with the environment, and
_ identifiable by means of ecological survey from other groups.
| Competent authority Any Minister, government department, public or statutory undertaker, public person or person holding a public office that exercises
_ legislative powers (see also relevant authority).
| Conservation objective A statement of the nature conservation aspirations for a site, expressed in terms of the favourable condition required for the habitats
I and for spedies for wihich the site has been selecied,
_ European marine site A European sie (540 or SPA) which comsists of, or in'so far as it consists of. marine areas.
Favourable condition A range of conditions for 2 narural habitar or species ar which the sum of the influences acting upon it are not adversely affecting its

dissribution, abundance, structure or funcion within an individual Matura 2000 site. The condition in which the habitat or Species i
_ capable of sustaining feslf on & long-reem basis,

Favourable conservation status A range of conditions for 2 narral habimar or species ar which the sum of the influences acting upon it are not adversely affecting its
diszribution, abundance, structure or function throoghout the bicgeographic region, The candition in which the habitat or species is
capable of sustaining jself on & long-term basis,

Halophilous Plants swhich' can thrive in, or wlerate the presence of saline conditons.

m Interest feature " - Amaral arseminatiral feature for which a European site has been seleced, This includes any Habitars Directive Annex | habitat or
Annex Tl species E.__um_#_. vof & hird spedies forwhich a e has been wleced urider the Birds Directive.

The framework established 3_ the relevarst Iiﬁ.ﬁnumﬂm EEEE%EEE% _n._m-ﬂ._._nwn_ﬁ ane m.ﬁﬂumn_ 1o sEcure
compliance with the Habimams Direcrive in relation o that sie.

i
Ik

Any proposed development that i within 2 refevant authority's function nn_n_Hn_r or over which a H_E._u%ﬂwﬂw._n_:nﬂ__ mﬁhﬁ W
stanuory function 1o dedde on applications for comsents, suthorsations, loences or permissions. g

e
W
f

Any Statutory bodies or pulblic office with local powers or functions which have, or could have an impact on the marine area within or
adjacent 1o @ European marine sibe.




The Chesil and Fleet European marine site has a Steering
Group which has the responsibility to implement this

management scheme.

This group is made up of representatives from:
Dorset County Council,
English Nature,
the Environment Agency,
the Ilichester Estate,
Portland Harbour Authority,
Southern Sea Fisheries Committee,

West Dorset District Council,
Weymouth & Portland Borough Council
Wessex Water
and the
Ministry of Defence (Wyke Regis Training Areal).

The Steering Group also draws on adyvice from the

Mr..ovmn: marine site Advisory Group chaired by the

Iichester Estate, and receives scientific support and advice
from the Fleet Stucdy Group.

; gi_ﬁwg V. Copley, P Wakeley, 5. Hales, D. Moxom
el —Iﬂﬁhn_uﬂa_.&mqwmqﬂ_umm—mﬂm- Production




