


The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) 
Act 2000

• Established Local Access Forums

• Rights of Way improvement plans

• Extinguishes in 2026 any unrecorded 

rights of way based on pre-1949 evidence



Discovering Hampshire’s Lost Ways 
(DHLW)

• DLW National Project
• 50 volunteers
• Researched 30 parishes
• Studied Tithe, Enclosure, Highways 

Handover and OS Maps
• 5 RoW taken forward for definitive map 

amendments
• 3 successful by 2012



DHLW – Success/Problems

• Volunteers provided with additional skills and 
enjoyed research

• Rights of Way added to Definitive Map 

• Difficult for HCAF DHLW sub‐group to manage  
and support volunteers

• Need for more professional management



Post DHLW

• HCAF decided to expand project and apply to 
HLF for funding 

• HCC supports bid 
• Bid submitted following detailed feedback 
from HLF on pre‐application

• More focus on education and heritage 
• HLF awarded HCAF £46,600
• Appointment of Project Manager Stephen 
Fisher HWTMA



Providing Access to Hampshire’s 
Heritage (PATHH)

• September 2010 to November 2012

• 274 parishes in Hampshire

• 15 wards in Southampton

• 120 volunteers.



Who’s who?



Countryside Access Plans



Parish Map with CAP aspirations





Recruitment



Training



Maps
Image Courtesy 
of Hampshire 
Record Office



Phase 1



Phase 1 Database



Phase 2 Research



Phase 2 Output



Definitive map modification orders



Exhibition



Education



Talks



Completion of Research

• Database  completed on 30.11.2012 (end date of Project)

• Completion Report submitted to HLF and final monies 
received 

• Database reviewed by external  rights of way researcher to 
verify findings (completed 30.01.2013)

• Volunteer thank‐you event in December 

• Copies of database passed to HCAF Steering Committee 
members (not to HCC) 



Since 30.11.2012

• Completion of external review 

• Output sub‐group formed: Includes HCAF 
landowners

• Routes checked to ensure CAP aspiration still 
valid 

• Routes will be checked against Legal Event 
Orders

• Landowners identified and prioritisation of 
output:



What next?

• Routes checked against Legal Event Orders 
and landowners identified

• Challenges: 
1. Managing sensitivities of landowners

2. Who submits claim? 

3. Current financial climate and reductions in staffing 
levels at HCC 

• Outcome of DEFRA Rights of Way Reform  





More information

For more information please contact 

Sue Coles 

pathh.sc@gmail.com

mailto:pathh.sc@gmail.com
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