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Who are we?
• Clare Griffin - PDLAF Huddle Champion

• Fiona Groves – LAF Regional Coordinator East Midlands

• Rob Leek – Natural England Huddle Champion



What we will cover
Introductions and Background
•What is Huddle?
•What does Huddle do?

What you can do on Huddle?
•Features and functions
•Peak District LAF Huddle experience
•Demonstration



What is Huddle?
• Collaboration ‘in the cloud’ - used by more than 100,000 businesses 

globally

• Web-based workspace used by DEFRA and other Government 
departments

• Natural England use Huddle – LAFs given dedicated area

• Share information and resources

• Allows you to keep in touch with other LAFs & the Department for 
the Environment



What does Huddle do?
• Advice

• Find an expert

• Collaborative working

• Support from others

• Keep up to date with new advice, guidance, legislation

• Access an online central library

• Convenient 



Dashboard



Workspace Overview



Whiteboards
This feature provide quick and easy access to useful links (both within
Huddle and on external websites): all users can update and
edit existing whiteboards and create new ones



Recent whiteboard topics
• Investment in cycle infrastructure

• Paths for Communities update

• Government response to the independent panel on forestry DEFRA 
‘help shape the future of our forests’ survey

• Powerchair access to the countryside

• Green space access and the nation’s health – Department of Health 
report



Discussion
Area for sharing best practice, discussion of local and national issues, 

thoughts on new consultation documents and asking advice



Recent discussions
• Evolution of Huddle – changes

• Directory of acronyms

• Should section 130A of the Highways Act be extended to include 
Unsurfaced Unclassified Roads? 

• Sustaining countryside services in the face of budget limitations

• New LAF members – induction pack

• Cracker grit



Other features

• Tasks: update the calendar on the overview page.  Add meetings, 
events, consultation deadlines and other items of interest to the 
calendar

• Files: Repository of useful documents.  Create sub folders and 
upload documents.  Browse the folders to find a specific document 
or use the search bar at the top of the screen

People: search users – wealth of expertise!  Click on the tab on the 
left hand side to see who is online.  Send emails to other users.  
Keep your details up to date so it is easy for other users to see your 
particular skill set



Huddle in practice: PDLAF 
experience

• Began using in Spring 2012

• Huddle Champion, deputy and Officer access

• Feedback to LAF at forum and via email between meetings

• Demonstrations to LAF spring and autumn 2012

• Expansion of licenses: future training planned



Huddle: the future
• More (all?) LAF members have access: expansion from regional to 

nationwide exchange of views and best practice ideas

• Sharing of consultation documents for editing and comments

• Rapid dissemination of news to your LAF: items of special interest 
for individual members and ideas for full forum discussion

• Local LAF-specific forum to enable a rapid response to matters 
arising in between regular meetings



Interactive Session

• https://defra.huddle.net/

https://defra.huddle.net/


Links and Resources
NE Huddle LAF site: https://defra.huddle.net/huddleworkspace/

Natural England Huddle Champion: rob.leek@naturalengland.org.uk

LAF Regional Co-ordinators: (fgroves@me.com)

Local Huddle Champions: (clare.griffin@cmft.nhs.uk)

Huddle: http://www.huddle.com
Support Portal: 

https://support.huddle.net/ics/support/splash.asp?deptID=5509

https://defra.huddle.net/huddleworkspace/
http://www.huddle.com/
https://support.huddle.net/ics/support/splash.asp?deptID=5509
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