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The UK Man and the Biosphere Committee’s Urban Forum 

In the early 1970s an international programme was initiated by UNESCO to examine human 

inter-rela tionsliips with and iinpacts on the biosphere. The programme was divided into 14 

Project areas whosc objectives were defined by agreement at international level and whose 

activities were carried out both at  international and at local levels. National Man and the 

Biosphere Committees co-ordinated the national programmes and linked with UNESCO. Of 

the Projects, Number 11 was conct!med with urban systems. 

‘The mid-’I 980s saw not only rapid dcvelopmcnt in thinking, research and practical 

programmes of environmental conswviltion in urban areas but also the withdrawal in 1985 of 

the UK from UNESCO. The UK-MAB Committee, which worked largely on a ’care and 

niaintcnancc’ basis from 1985 until 1 July 1997 when the U K  re-joined UNESCO, Set up a 

Working Group to look at how the U K  could tap into and contribute to Project Number 11 

from outside UNESCO. Following the Working Group’s report, the UK-MA& Committee 

established in 1987 an informal Urban I;orum. 

The Forum is multi-disciplinary. 12: acts as a think-tank and concept-dcveloper using the wide 

range of knowledge, expcricncc and skills of members to think laterally, to give fresh lustre to 

established concepts and to identify where new research or review is needed. Being 

conipos~d of people actively involved in applying the ideas generated and in working in a 

variety of ways in environmental sciences, plaizning and conservation it is no isolated unit o f  

theoretical idealists. 

7‘he Forum has 111) policy-making or operational role. It is for others to look at  any 

recommendations thc Forum makes and to use them to develop policy. It is for others to 

translate these policies into action. 
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